Friends of the Great Victoria Desert Parks

www.fgvd.org.au
MEMBERS’ UPDATE

(to accompany the minutes of the AGM of 27/02/09)

UNFINANCIAL MEMBERS
These are the last minutes which will be sent to 2008 members who have not re-joined.  It’s only $25 - you’ll find a renewal form in the next Newsletter and on the information sheet on the website.
2009 FIELD TRIP
The Field Trip Planning Group (Peter Facy, Ian Jackson, Neville Hudson and Bill Dowling) met on 25 March.

Trip Dates:

	Sun 02 August:
	Gather in Ceduna for briefing and Dinner.

	Mon 03 August to Thu 13 August:
	Biological Survey and track maintenance work along Goog’s Track area.

	Fri 14 August:
	Farewell at Kingoonya


Proposed Activities:

The biological surveys may include vegetation surveys, photo points, bird watching and animal tracking. In addition general maintenance work may be undertaken under the direction of Park Rangers.
Those interested in attending should note that numbers are limited (12 vehicles, on a first come, first serve basis), therefore please register your interest with Peter Facy ( insafehands@adam.com.au ) as soon as possible and at the latest by Monday 20 April 2009.  This will allow us to finalise details and advise participants of Field Trip details.  Please only register interest if you are firmly committed to participating in this trip.

Members who indicated interest in the field trip at the February 27 AGM will be contacted by email.
FRIENDS OF PARKS SEMINARS AND WORKSHOPS
The Volunteer Support Unit regularly sends us notices of free seminars and workshops for volunteers.  Many of them are relevant to Friends of the GVD.  Please check the Friends of Parks website page at http://www.communitywebs.org/FriendsofParks/ for details.  Friends of Parks e-News is available at the same address.

Bill Dowling

President 

08 8339 6562

arlbill@internode.on.net
6 April 2009

FRIENDS OF GREAT VICTORIA DESERT PARKS

 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Held on Friday 27th February  2009

At The Camden Park Community Centre

MEETING OPENED: 7:30 pm 

President, Bill Dowling, welcomed all and extended a special welcome to the guest speaker Jeff Foulkes.
Bill acknowledged the Kauna people who are the traditional custodians of the land where the GVD meetings are held and the Maralinga Tjarutja people of the Great Victoria Desert. 

GUEST SPEAKER: Jeff Foulkes from the Plant Biodiversity Centre gave an illustrated talk about the natural features of the Great Victoria Desert. His address included information about the 18 DEH surveys conducted over the past 8 years. He acknowledged the valuable contribution made by volunteers who record observations from their visits to the area. 

More detailed notes from Jeff’s talk are recorded at the end of these minutes. 

ATTENDANCE: Jim & Shelagh Bond, Terrie & Trevor Coleman, Ruth Grgurich, Heather Wood, Doug Smith, Gill Ross, Anne Ross, June & Neville Hudson, Des and Flora Bain, Phil Prust, Ian Jackson, Josie Cosica, Neil Matthews, Shelagh Matthews, Rosemary Smith, Gordon Smith, Mark Shepard, Phil Gaukroger, Kathryn Gaukroger,  Bill Dowling, Jan Forrest.  

Visitors; Jan deWit, Ross Mathews, Ian Williams, Fiona and Kevin O’Connor, who joined our friend’s group during this meeting, and guest speaker Jeff Foulkes.
APOLOGIES: Arlene Dowling, Gary and Joan Vines, Peter Facy, Ann & Bill Gowling, Ann Beadell, Lynton, Karen and Michael Huxley.

PREVIOUS MINUTES: The minutes of the previous General Meeting, 7th November 2008 and the AGM of February 22nd 2008 were considered to be true records of those meetings and were then duly signed.

Moved; Shelagh Bond.        Seconded; Neville Hudson. Carried

BUSINESS ARISING FROM THOSE MINUTES:

Discussion held over until the topics mentioned in the reports.

CORRESPONDENCE (Listed and available on the group’s web site.) 
Significant items received:

 1. Management plans for reserves are currently under review. People interested in contributing comments relevant to the review are invited to contact Bill.

2. The Friends of Parks will be having their AGM on 11th May 2009. Anyone interested in representing the group should contact Bill Dowling: arlbill@internode.on.net phone: (08) 8339 6562

3. The Friends of Parks Inc, in a joint initiative with the Regional Conservation Delivery Directorate, DEH, is currently undertaking a “stocktake of relationships” with affiliated bodies including DEH.

Rob Small has been contracted to be a consultant for this task.

Key objectives include; 

· To enhance the effectiveness of relationships between DEH FOP Inc and the member groups.

· To clarify and articulate the role and function of the FOP Inc and its relationship with individual member groups.

· Recommend appropriate resources and structures necessary for DEH to improve services and support to FOP and its member groups.

Comment from members from “Friends Groups” may be sought by Rob Small.

4. Friends of Parks Training Sessions, including Safe Chemical Handling on March 28th’09, are available.           For more information view the FOP web site.

5. Marlene Friebe, who has been a very active member of the Friends of Parks and Friends of the Great Victoria Desert, has written to advise that she is retiring from these groups. Bill Dowling stated that he will write a letter of acknowledgement and appreciation to Marlene.

Marlene has also handed over plant specimens collected during trips to the GVD. Duplicates of these specimens have been given to the State Herbarium. Another example of the valuable work Marlene has contributed to the Friends of the Great Victoria Desert Parks.

6. An email from Bill Matheson, another long serving and valued member of the group, also indicated that he will be retiring from the group. Bill Dowling has responded to him on our behalf.

Correspondence forwarded:

1. Bill Dowling advised that he had communicated with the Alinytjara Wilurara Natural Resource Management Board re the 2009 Field Trip. The NRM Board may require formal arrangements for our involvement. Discussions re further developments are continuing.  

2. The Regional Conservator for the Western Area, Ross Belcher was replaced by James Crocker for a period at the end of 2008 and beginning of 2009. During that time a meeting arranged by James Crocker seeking feedback from the Friends groups was held at Wudinna on Friday 5 December.  Bill advised the Port Lincoln Office that Austin Eatts, a GVD member from Kimba, would represent the group at the meeting.

Correspondence Accepted:  Moved Jim Bond, Seconded Doug Smith. Carried.  

REPORTS 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT: Bill Dowling – attached.

TREASURER’S REPORT 

The Treasurer, Shelagh Bond presented the Statement of Receipts and Expenditure for 2008. See attached.

She read the comments of the Auditor, Bruce Evans.

There were no questions of the treasurer.

Motion: That the Treasurer’s Report be accepted. 

Moved; Gordon Smith, Seconded; Gill Ross         Carried

Shelagh reminded members that fees for 2009 are due. Subscriptions are $25.00
SALES MANAGER’S REPORT

Doug Smith reported that the sale of the book “Shrubs and Trees of the Great Victorian Desert” is progressing slowly. 

Innovative ideas to promote sales of the book are being tried. For example, 

· “On The Road” magazine is reviewing the book, 

· Westprint Maps are promoting the book 

· CALM in WA have sent the book to “Land for Wildlife” and they are going to review it. 

Anyone who has ideas or can help with the sale and promotion of the book is invited to contact Doug Smith, email dougsmith@picknowl.com.au phone (08) 8268 4625

SAFETY OFFICER

Gill  noted that there had been no major safety issues during 2008.

EDITOR

Jan Forrest reported that there were three Newsletters in 2008. She would have produced four if there had been enough material. 

She thanked people who had contributed member profiles, photos, cook’s corner articles and mechanical advice. She urged people to continue to send articles and ideas. 

SOCIAL ORGANISER

Jim Bond reported that the trip to the St. Kilda Boardwalk on Sunday 19th October was a success and plans were in hand for a trip to the Salisbury Wetlands on September 27th ’09.  Details: meet for a walk at 10:30 am followed by lunch at the Watershed Café. Many members indicated their interest. For further information check the next issue of the Newsletter.

BROOKFIELD LIASION

Ruth Grugrich reported it has been decided not to continue our formal relationship with Brookfield. She is proposing that we join another group approximately 2 hours or less from Adelaide. Members are invited to contact Bill with suggestions. arlbill@internode.on.net phone: (08) 8339 6562
OTHER BUSINESS

2009 Field Trip: 2nd to 16th August. 

Options considered for the 2009 Field Trip were Cook Road or Googs Track.

Peter Jackson and Peter Facy had met with Jeff Foulkes. Jeff did not have specific preferred area that should be included in the 2009 Field Trip. He considered that any contribution to improve the knowledge and condition of the GVD would be appreciated. 

Members had previously indicated that they would prefer the 2009 trip to involve less travelling than 2008. Following discussion and a show of hands it was decide that the 2009 Field trip would be to Googs Track with a view to leaving the Cook Road for another year, possibly 2010. 

Planning so far is for work along or near the Googs Track. The area near Googs Lake could be given special attention and this would permit a camp base from which participants could do day trips. Some people could be involved in biological survey work while others concentrated on covering up and reducing a number of unwanted vehicle tracks. Trevor Coleman has been in discussion with Brett Dalzell with regard to this track and maintenance program. A mining liaison ranger based at Port Lincoln may be able to assist us with access to new areas for the surveys. Trevor suggested that it may be possible to go around Lake Everard and return via a different route.

Eighteen people (nine vehicles) at the meeting indicated their interest in participating in the 2009 Field Trip. 

A sub-committee for 2009 Field Trip, Peter Facy, Ian Jackson and Trevor Coleman, will develop more detailed plans and inform the group of progress. Current thought is that, although there would be two “working” parties, all participants would camp together.

Members who would like to join the 2009 Field Trip are invited to make contact with Peter Facy - 8338 7222 or insafehands@adam.com.au

Members with 10 years continuous membership.  

The Secretary, Neville Hudson, wishes to ensure that those members who have been members of the Friends of GVD for 10 years receive the appropriate service certificates supplied by the Volunteer Support Unit.

It would appear that several members have not been awarded these in recent years. To rectify this a reconciliation of those members who have had ten years or more continuos membership and not received the certificate will be made. Certificates will be distributed in June. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS FOR 2008

All positions were declared vacant.

Trevor Coleman took the chair as Returning Officer. June Hudson minute secretary.

The outgoing committee were thanked for all the work they had done in the preceding year. 

The group is pleased to continue to have Ann Beadell and Mark Shephard as our joint patrons.

RESULTS:

President: Bill Dowling. Nominated by Neville Hudson, no other nominations

Vice President: Neville Hudson.  Nominated by Jim Bond, no other nominations

Secretary: Neville Hudson. Nominated by Bill Dowling, no other nominations

Treasurer: Shelagh Bond. Nominated by Doug Smith, no other nominations

Other positions: 

Editor: Jan Forrest 



Minute Secretary: June Hudson 

Sales Manager: Doug Smith 


Website management: Bill Dowling. 

Safety Officer: Gill Ross              
Social Organiser: Jim Bond
 

Supper Supervisor: Heather Woods 

Field Trip Organisers: Peter Facy, Ian Jackson & Trevor Coleman.  

      Name tag officer: Trevor Coleman.  

Following the election of the office bearers the following three members are to be the signatories for the accounts during the next year (any two to sign cheques).

President: William Dowling.

Treasurer: Shelagh Bond.

Sales Manager: Doug Smith.

Trevor Coleman stated that he was pleased to assist with the organising of the 2009 Field Trip but pointed out that he may not be able to attend and would welcome another member acting as a “back up” to assist with the planning process.

The Meeting Closed at 9:45 pm. Supper followed

Next meeting - June 19th 7:30 pm.  Michael Huxley will be the guest speaker.

DRAFT AGENDA

Welcome

Guest Speaker – Michael Huxley, an expert bird photographer with a keen interest in the birds of the Great Victoria Desert. Michael may even have recent footage of the elusive Princess Parrot for us.

Apologies

Adoption of Minutes of the General Meeting of 27 February 2009

Business Arising from these Minutes

Correspondence - significant items are listed on the website and will be tabled at the meeting.  Members are encouraged to use the meeting to raise any matters concerning the correspondence.

Business Arising from the Correspondence

Reports (only if the relevant person is present and wishes to report):

· President

· Secretary

· Treasurer

· Sales Manager

· Liaison Ranger

· Editor

· Safety Officer

· Social Officer

Other Business

· 2009 Field Trip – final arrangements

Close and Supper

SOME INFORMATION FROM JEFF FOULKES’ ADDRESS:

Jeff pointed out that, although considered a desert, the Great Victoria Desert has a wide biodiversity of flora and fauna. There are 24 vegetation communities in the GVD. There has been an increasing knowledge of this diversity gained from several surveys in recent years. There have been 18 survey excursions in the last eight years. However there are still many gaps and further survey work is required. People involved in surveys in the area need to be aware of the need to liase with the local people and be conscious of the cultural significant areas such as the lake beds and claypans.

The Oak Valley Community have been informed of the various surveys in the area and it has been a practice to demonstrate some of the survey methods used when the teams visit there. Sometime the local people assist.

Jeff explained some of the survey methods used. Examples included; Elliot Traps for small marsupials, Harp Trap for bats, Pitfall lines for small mammals, reptiles and insects. The annabat recorder was used to detect the presence of bats. 

Plant surveys are important to record the indigenous vegetation of the area but also to locate introduced weeds. Buffel Grass has been found within the Maralinga Lands and is causing concern because it can form monospecific stands out-competing native grasses. Its dense growth habit creates a very hot fire situation that causes considerable damage to the local vegetation and fauna. 

Vegetation studies within the GVD have located 8 new plant species for South Australia.

The fauna of the desert is somewhat limited because of the lack of surface water. Twenty two bird species  are considered threatened and a close watch on their numbers and distribution is required. 

Birds of interest Jeff expanded on were; Tawny Frogmouth, Yellow-throated Miners, Bustard, and Mallee Fowls. The Princess Parrot, considered to be more common in the Marble Gum areas, is a special bird of the GVD. A survey located 17 in one group during a visit.

Interesting points:
A good position to locate bats is near Black Oaks because these trees offer sound resting places for the bats. Specimens of new species located in particular areas are taken for further research. A section of the liver is frozen to be used in DNA research.  

The GVD has a wide variety of reptiles. There are considered to be over 90 species there. Photos of many were shared. These included: The Blue Tailed Skink, Short tailed Pygmy Goanna, Thorny Devil, Burton’s Legless Lizard, The Five-ringed Brown Snake, the banded snake,( previously not recorded since the 1950’s) and the Jewel Gekko that lives in the triodia.

Jeff mentioned the Burrowing Frog that can stay dormant within a damp ball of soil below the surface until there is sufficient rain for it to emerge for a short period.

Interesting mammals included the tiny Ningaui, Ningaui ridei, that as an adult weighs just 6 grams. There are two species; a northern group and one from Eyre Peninsula. The Ooldea Dunnart, Sminthopsis ooldea, that is found within a Mulga habitat is special to the area. The Short tailed mouse, Leggadina forresti, where the tail is noticeably shorter than the body and the Spinifex Hopping Mouse Notomys alexis can also be found. Marsupial Moles Notoryctes typhlops are not uncommon in the Great Victoria Desert. Nine different species of bats have been located but more could be found. 

A unique quality of this desert is its relative lack of weeds and feral animals. Camels are considered to be a major concern along with rabbits. The introduced fox and feral cats no doubt have contributed to the 23 species considered to have become extinct since European settlement. A different fire regime has also changed the natural balance. 

The exploration of the area by mining companies does give better access for surveys and observations along the shot lines but the changes in drainage patterns etc creates different vegetation and biological communities. 

The 2008 biological surveys completed by the Friends of the GVD have made a valued contribution to the South Australia Biological Database. Jeff reported that the full reports created by the Plant Biodiversity Centre will be forwarded soon.

ATTACHMENT 1

PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Friends of the Great Victoria Desert Parks Annual General Meeting

7:30 pm, February 27th 2009

2008 was a productive year for the group.  We currently have 46 paying memberships, representing about 90 people, plus a scattering of honorary members.

Following a suggestion from the 2008 AGM, Mark Shephard OAM accepted the position of joint patron of the Friends, along with Anne Beadell.  Mark was our founding president and his superb book, The Great Victoria Desert, has done much to bring the biodiversity and need for conservation of this unique part of Australia to the attention of the public.  

2000 copies of our plant identikit, Shrubs and Trees of the GVD, were printed with minor amendments.  Doug Smith has beavered away, but sales have been somewhat slow and we are investigating new distribution avenues.  Please contact Doug if you can help with sales.

Our Information Sheet has been re-written and placed on the website.  It now includes information about the Friends, a membership form, our web address, our interpretative self-drive tour and a small map.  Please download and print as many as you need for distribution to interested people.

The website (www.fgvd.org.au) was reorganised during the year.  Our new website host, Vicnet, has proved to be very reliable.  Meeting minutes, the correspondence list and the latest Newsletter can all be viewed from the website.  It also tells the story of the 2008 field trip in pictures and includes a link to Picasa, where Ian Jackson has placed several hundred photos from the trip for all to see.

The group received a fair amount of publicity .  Jan Forrest took our display to the ABC Car Park Caper.  Doug Smith and Heather Woods took it to the Friends of Parks Forum at Wilpena.  I have been guest speaker at meetings of the Port Augusta and Gawler branches of the Australian Plants Society and Willunga Trees for Life.  For these talks I now use a Powerpoint presentation called “Plants of the GVD”.  Jan has also brought out three excellent editions of the Newsletter which continues as a valuable communication medium, especially for those without internet access.

As always, our most significant achievement was the two-week field trip to the desert.  All our objectives were achieved - five vegetation surveys were conducted on separate one hectare quadrats in Mamungari, new site photos were taken at over 70 existing quadrat photopoints, bird and ant recordings were made, seed was collected for our friends at the Australian Arid Lands Botanic Garden, a stand of the rare Eucalyptus wyolensis was located and photographed, our interpretative trail information was brought up to date and links with the Ceduna rangers and the Maralinga Tjarutja community were consolidated.

We also took note of some recent mining exploration activity. As this activity is taking place outside Mamungari, the Friends of the GVD has adopted a watching brief.  We do not wish to comment on the appropriateness or otherwise of the new tracks.  We do believe that information on the locations of these tracks should be freely available, so we have placed a map showing this as accurately as we can on our website.

The success of the field trip was a direct result of careful planning and preparation by Peter Facy, Neville Hudson and Ian Jackson.  We also thank Ceduna rangers Robbie Sleep and Tammy Cox for their attendance and valuable advice.

Social events were a trip to the St Kilda mangrove walk and the regular Australia Day picnic, both ably organised by Jim Bond.  My thanks go to Jim, to his wife Shelagh for being an excellent treasurer, to Neville and June Hudson and Anne Beadell for their secretarial and minute taking work, to Doug Smith and Heather Woods for the books and the suppers, and to all the other members who made 2008 a good year.

Bill Dowling

President, 2008

ATTACHMENT 2

	FRIENDS OF THE GREAT VICTORIA DESERT PARKS
	

	
	
	
	financial report 2008
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	RECEIPTS
	Prevoius Total
	Month $
	Year to Date $
	EXPENDITURE
	Prevoius Total
	Month $
	Year to Date $

	Membership
	$1,005.00
	 
	$1,005.00
	Postage
	$119.05
	$15.55
	$134.60

	Donations
	$25.00
	 
	$25.00
	Stationery
	$63.10
	$41.44
	$104.54

	Book Sales
	$661.90
	$131.60
	$661.90
	Photo Copying
	$128.97
	 
	$128.97

	Interest
	$203.10
	$5.70
	$208.80
	Phone
	$13.46
	 
	$13.46

	 
	
	 
	 
	Internet
	$33.43
	 
	$33.43

	Grants
	$2,500.00
	 
	$2,500.00
	Rent
	$105.00
	$132.00
	$237.00

	Bad/Sticker
	
	 
	$0.00
	Fees/Subs
	$20.00
	 
	$20.00

	 
	
	 
	 
	Grants-booklet
	$4,957.70
	 
	$4,957.70

	 
	
	 
	 
	Grants
	$1,666.67
	$833.33
	$2,500.00

	 
	
	 
	 
	Bank Charges
	$21.15
	$4.75
	$25.90

	 
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Misc
	
	 
	$0.00
	Misc.
	$597.18
	$266.60
	$863.78

	TOTAL
	 
	 
	$4,400.70
	TOTAL
	 
	 
	$9,019.38

	OPENING BALANCE
	 
	 
	$9,622.44
	 
	 
	 
	 

	INCOME TO DATE
	 
	 
	$4,400.70
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Sub.total
	 
	 
	$14,023.14 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	EXPENSES TO DATE
	 
	 
	9,019.38
	 
	 
	
	 

	TOTAL
	 
	 
	$5,003.76
	 
	 
	 
	 

	GRANT MONIES HELD
	 
	AMOUNT $
	
	
	

	1998 Park Guide
	 
	 
	
	
	
	
	

	 
	 
	 
	
	
	
	Hon Treasurer
	Shelagh Bond

	Plant Identikit Booklet
	 
	 
	
	
	Being for the end of financial year and the audit

	 
	 
	 
	
	
	
	
	

	2006friends grant
	 
	$1,000.00
	
	
	20/01/2009
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


