Friends of the Great Victoria Desert Parks

www.fgvd.org.au
MEMBERS’ UPDATE

(to accompany the minutes of the AGM of 22/02/08)

Unfinancial Members
These are the last minutes which will be sent to 2007 members who have not re-joined.  It’s only $20 - you’ll find a renewal form under ‘About the Friends’ on the website.
Using the website

Go to the newly-established members’ area of www.fgvd.org.au for the latest Friends information.  The password is ‘marble’ (all lower case).

You’ll find things you have not been able to get between meetings before now, eg committee decisions and a correspondence list.  Look at the committee decisions to find out about the book reprint and the content of our new information sheet.

New Patron
At the annual general meeting, our existing patron, Anne Beadell, suggested that we ask Dr Mark Shephard OAM to become a joint patron of our group.  I am pleased to report that Mark has accepted this position.  Mark was the first president of the Friends and he is the author of The Great Victoria Desert, now sadly out of print, but still the standard reference work on the desert. We are pleased and proud to have such a strong and active advocate for the conservation of this wonderful area as one of our patrons.

Social Activities

Jim Bond has checked a few possibilities, following interest shown at the February meeting.  Jim suggests the Sundays of May 25th, June 29th and August 31st (the last one would be for people not going on the working bee).  Possible venues are the St. Kilda Mangrove Trail  or Warrawong Sanctuary. St. Kilda costs are $5.30 /adult $1.95 /child and Warrawong is free entry between 9am and 4pm, there are animal shows at 11am and 2pm, guided nocturnal walks lasting 90 mins. at sunset (cost $25 for adults and $15 for children) There is a café -  lunch 12-2pm and dinner 6-8pm.    Jim is also investigating the State Herbarium and Dean Nicolle’s arboretum at Currency Creek.

Please contact Jim on 8258 0934 or jamesshe@bigpond.com with your preferences.
Friends of Parks Activities

Friends of Parks Inc is the ‘umbrella’ body for parks support groups like us.  I plan to represent us at two of its forthcoming activities.  Please make your own arrangements, but you might let me know if you are definitely going:

Friends of Parks AGM, 5 May at Farrell Flat – I will forward the details to all members with email.  Other members please call me for details.

Friends of Parks Forum, 15-17 August at Wilpena Pound - Interesting talks and tours.  Full details at: flindersfriendsforum.org.au 

Free Seminars, Workshops, etc
The Volunteer Support Unit has sent us notices of various free seminars and workshops for volunteers.  In particular, “How Green is Your Garden?” on 3 April and 19 June and “Snakes Alive” on 8 April.  See the Friends of Parks website page at http://www.communitywebs.org/FriendsofParks/ for details.  Friends of Parks e-News is available at the same address.

Mike Hinsliff

Tony Magor, the acting district ranger at Port Augusta, has asked me to let everybody know that district ranger Mike Hinsliff is resigning due to poor health.  I’m sure that all members who know Mike will be sad to hear this and will join me in wishing him all the best.

Governance Guidelines
Following a fair bit of discussion on governance, the committee agreed on some guidelines for this year – see the committee decisions of 12/03/08 on the website.

Bill Dowling

President, 31/03/08

08 8339 6562

arlbill@internode.on.net

FRIENDS OF GREAT VICTORIA DESERT PARKS

 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Held on Friday 22nd February 2008

At The Camden Park Community Centre

MEETING OPENED: 7:35 pm 

President, Marlene Friebe, welcomed all and extended a special welcome to the guest speaker Martin O’Leary. 
Marlene also acknowledged the traditional custodians of the land the meeting was held on and the custodians of the Great Victoria Desert Country, explaining how she altered the format of this acknowledgement from the DEH as we were not meeting on the GVD country.

ATTENDANCE: Jim & Shelagh Bond, Terrie & Trevor Coleman, Terry & Marlene Friebe, Geoff Thorpe, Bill Matheson, Anne Beadell, Edith St George, Ruth Grgurich, Heather Wood, Doug Smith, June & Neville Hudson, Jan Forrest, Josie Cosica, Alistair & Susan Boyle, Phil Gaukroger, Peter Facy, Bill Dowling.
APOLOGIES: Arlene Dowling, Des and Flora Bain, Gary and Joan Vine, Ian Jackson.

PREVIOUS MINUTES: The minutes were then signed as a true & correct record.

Moved;  Neville Hudson.        Seconded;  Ruth Grgurich.

BUSINESS ARISING FROM THOSE MINUTES:

a) Application for Field Guide and Information Sheet Grant: Pending. ACTION – Committee to apply for grants as needed.

b) The First Aid Box: Pending. ACTION: Gill to report to next meeting.
c) Car raffle: Due to the expenses required to set it up the committee have abandoned the idea.    

d) Disc of the Field Guide “Shrubs and Trees of the Great Victoria Desert”: Bill Dowling has sent a copy to Jan Forrest for safe storage. 

e) Reprint of the Field Guide “Shrubs and Trees of the Great Victoria Desert: 

Jan Forrest investigated having the book printed off shore and advised the meeting that we possibly needed a larger print run to make it worthwhile going overseas. It was also considered prudent to go back to Hyde Park Press as they have the originals. Marlene advised that DEH had a preference for using a South Australian company. 

The Financial Statement indicated that there is currently $376 left in the Field Guide Grant Account from the first print.  It was noted that this amount did not necessarily originate from grants provided exclusively for the purposes of the producing the Field Guide. 

Doug Smith suggested that if we were to have the print run done overseas and we ran into problems it would become difficult to resolve them.

Hyde Park Press have quoted $4,011 for 1000 copies. 

Motion: That we proceed to have the Field Guide printed by Hyde Park Press if they can come close to this price. Moved; Doug Smith   Seconded; Terry Friebe.

Further discussion: Ann Beadell suggested that she could approach another local company for a further quote.

Bill Dowling suggested that funds held for a new printing of the brochure may be available because this may become the responsibility of DEH.

Alistair Boyle put forward an amendment to the motion: The motion to include the clause that “a second local quote be sought before proceeding”. 

Alistair’s amendment was seconded by Trevor Coleman. The amendment CARRIED

New motion: That subject to quotes being in the order of $4,000, the committee be empowered to have 1,000 copies printed, underwritten from general funds. 

Moved; Bill Dowling     Seconded; Trevor Coleman.           CARRIED.

ACTION: Ann Beadell offered to obtain the second quote.

ACTION:  Committee to proceed with the printing in line with the above motion and the second quote.

f) Alternative web providers: See under Web Master’s Report. 

g) The Biosphere Reserve at Mamungari: Still to be followed up. Action: Marlene to investigate.
h) 2008 Working Party. Trip organisers are Peter Facy, Ian Jackson and Neville Hudson.

i) Vegetation Surveys from 2006: Marlene has prepared a folder for the survey group and passed it to Peter.

j) Fund raising options: It was suggested that this be discussed by the new committee.

Suggestions for the new committee included increasing the price of the recommended retail price for the Field Guide “Shrubs and Trees of the Great Victoria Desert.”,   ACTION: Committee to set the retail price.

REPORTS: 

TREASURER’S REPORT: 

The Treasurer, Shelagh Bond presented the Statement of Receipts and Expenditure for 2007. See attached.

She read the comments of the Auditor, Bruce Evans.

There were no questions of the treasurer.

Motion: That the Treasurer’s Report be accepted. 

Moved; Shelagh Bond .      Seconded; Alistair Boyle         CARRIED

MEMBERSHIP OFFICER. 

 Shelagh Bond  reminded members that fees for 2008 are due.

SECRETARY’S REPORT.

O H & S Training: Jim Bond has offered to attend. 

      Volunteers Support Grant Survey: Marlene completed and returned.

2009 Forum; Minutes received. 

Police Check: Free to members via DEH.

Rep for the 2009 forum: Jan Forrest volunteered to accept this position. 

ACTION: Secretary to advise Pam Smith, Jan to report to June meeting.
 Volunteer Records had to be redone for DEH. GVD volunteers did over 2000 hours.
Information on 2008 Forum in the Flinders Ranges.

Letter from Harold Ross: Discussed good governance in relation to the combined president – secretary position.  

Email from Kosette Lambert: DEH view was that it is not desirable for the president and secretary position to be held by one person. If this is necessary the position is referred to as the convenor.

Tony Magor DEH Port Augusta: Staff have been doing OHS & W Training. Also went to Kangaroo Island to assist with bushfire problem. Mike Hinsliff on extended sick leave.

Brett Dalziel DEH Ceduna: Currently on leave. Robbie Sleep is acting in his place.

ABC Car Park Caper: Friends of GVD are invited to take up a site on March 15th. No one able to assist.  Note: Jan Forrest later agreed to display Friends of the GVD material on the Butterfly Conservation SA stand.

State Library: Looking for volunteers to assist with “Living Books” during the Festival of Arts.

Full Report of the 2007: Completed by Marlene and tabled.

Motion:That the Secretary’s report be accepted:

Moved; Doug Smith.  Seconded; Ann Beadell.   CARRIED.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT: Marlene Friebe.

See attached.

Motion: That the President’s report be accepted:

Moved Ruth Grugrich.  Seconded  Shelagh Bond.   CARRIED.

EDITOR’S REPORT.

Jan Forrest reported that she would welcome member profiles, photos, cook’s corner articles, mechanical advice and other ideas. Ruth Grugrich congratulated Jan on the Newsletter in 2007. This was endorsed by the president and those present. 

SALES MANAGER’S REPORT

Doug Smith reported that he has 75 books left.  PIRSA and a gold mining company in W.A. are purchasing copies for their field officers.

Doug will contact Hyde Park Press to discuss:

a) Leave off the recommended retail price on the new print run

b) A short delay before going ahead with the print run. (Awaiting second quote)

Trevor Coleman recommended that the new print run be available for the 2008 Forum but Doug needs to discuss this with Vince Monterola. 

ACTION: Doug Smith to make contact with Vince Monterola seeking permission to sell books at the Forum.
WEBMASTER’S REPORT 

Bill Dowling reported that he has been able to negotiate a new web page for the Friends of GVD via the State Library of Victoria. Advantages over previous site:

More reliable, can only be altered by the webmaster, our domain address is registered for two years.

The web site is www.fgvd.org.au. Cards with the web address were distributed.

Bill reported that it took 120 hours to set up.

Thanks were expressed by the president. 

Supported  by a motion. Moved: Terry Friebe and Seconded ;Doug Smith. CARRIED.

VEGETATION SURVEY REPORT: Peter Facy reported that the dates for this year’s survey will be August 31st to Sept 14th. The trip will begin from Ceduna on 31st Aug. Refuel at Oak Valley on the outward journey and on return. Maximun of ten people (5 vehicles). Jan Forrest will accompany the Veg. group to collect invertebrate specimens for the museum.

Letter from Jan Forrest on Museum Letter Head re collecting for the new Biodiversity Gallery tabled.

Marlene thanked Peter for his work in establishing the Veg Survey Group for 2008. 

      BROOKFIELD LIASION:

Ruth Grugrich reported that a project to repair the shearing shed is proposed. They are looking for volunteers to assist with roofing and guttering. Tentative dates are March 15th and April 12th.

Those interested are to contact Ruth.

OTHER BUSINESS

a). A Revised Bird List for the GVD has been created. 250 copies have been printed.

b) Report of the 2007 Field Trip:  Available as a digital copy. Copies have been forwarded to DEH.

c) Volunteer hours. Members were requested to keep a record of the hours they contribute to this friends group. Remember to record Brookfield hours in addition to GVD hours on the Pink Forms.

d) Skills of members: requests will be included in the newsletter to assist with a data base.

e) Draft Management Plan. Comments required. ACTION: Bill Dowling will follow up.

f) Tony Christian (W.A. member.) Would like to be included in the GVD survey group and is prepared to help with organization.

g) Friends of Flinders Ranges calendars. These are available at a reduced price. Fund raising to assist with 2008 Forum. See Trevor Coleman.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 pm.

Supper.

Guest Speaker. Martin O’.Leary from the State Herbarium
Martin thanked the members for the work they do in collecting specimens for the herbarium. On the last expedition a new location for one species was recorded (see President’s Report below).  There are 1100 species of Acacia and the CSIRO has a CD with the complete list. There are many complexities to be resolved and WA has a $6000 grant to do more research.

The State Herbarium is now in the old Tram Barn on Hackney Road. There are one million plant specimens, including some found by Captain Cook and Matthew Flinders. Duplicate collections are sent overseas and interstate for safekeeping in case of a disaster.

The specimens are on acid free paper which lasts 200 years. Each page now has a location photo and GPS point added. The Herbarium Beetle is controlled with a freezer room and pheromone traps. 

The Herbarium prints many books and they are planing a reprint of Flora of South Australia which will be 7 volumes instead of 4.

The Herbarium Library is open to the public. All you need to do is phone ahead to make a time.

Interesting research is showing that Eremophilas have antibacterial properties. “Natural remedies” are being investigated. 

At the end of his brief talk, Martin agreed to come back another time to give a more comprehensive presentation and stated he would be pleased to show members around the Herbarium.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS FOR 2008

All positions were declared vacant.

Trevor Coleman took the chair as Returning Officer. June Hudson minute secretary.

The outgoing committee were thanked for all the work they had done in the preceding year.

RESULTS OF THE ELECTION 

President: Bill Dowling. * See note below

Secretary/Vice President: Neville Hudson * See note below

Treasurer: Shelagh Bond 

Nominated by Trevor Coleman

Editor: Jan Forrest 

Nominated by Marlene Friebe

Minute Secretary: June Hudson 
Nominated by Marlene Friebe

Sales Manager: Doug Smith 
Nominated by Marlene Friebe

Webmaster: Bill Dowling. 
Nominated by Marlene Friebe

Safety Officer: Jim Bond              Nominated by Neville Hudson  

Action: President to speak with Gill Ross to clarify his contribution to the Safety Officer position.

Social Organiser: Jim Bond
 Nominated by Marlene Friebe

Supper Supervisor: Heather Woods Nominated by Marlene Friebe

Bio Survey Officers: Peter Facy & Ian Jackson    Nominated by Marlene Friebe

Trip Organiser: (Permits):    Neville Hudson  
 Nominated by Marlene Friebe

Brookfield Co-ordinator:   Ruth Grgurich
 Nominated by Marlene Friebe

      Name tag officer.: Trevor Coleman.  

The position of Property Officer was left for the new committee to organise but Josie Cosica may be able to accept this position at a later time.

Patron: Anne Beadell.

*Notes re the election of president and secretary:

When there were no nominations for president and secretary Bill Dowling offered to accept both positions elaborating on these points:

· Communications via email had made it possible for members of an executive to contact each other relatively easily and he would be prepared to carry out the work of president and secretary.

· As the president had to be across the whole scope of the business of the group it would be efficient for him to receive much of the correspondence directly rather than through a secretary.

· He suggested that the committee could meet on the evening of the general meeting at an earlier time.

· He was prepared to meet with DEH personnel and liase with other leaders of relative organizations.

Bill Dowling’s self nomination was endorsed by Jim Bond.

To assist the group, Neville Hudson volunteered to assist Bill in the capacity of secretary and vice president.

This would assist with the probity of the group and have another signatory to the account and other necessary documents.

· Anne Beadell offered to take the secretary’s role if necessary.

· After a short discussion Bill and those present accepted Neville’s offer.

Neville Hudson’s self nomination to the position of secretary/ vice president was endorsed by Marlene Friebe and Doug Smith.  

The returning officer declared Bill Dowling elected as president and Neville Hudson as secretary / vice president.

Following the election of the office bearers these people are to be the signatories for the accounts during the next year (any two to sign cheques).

President: William Dowling.

Treasurer: Shelagh Bond.

Sales Manager: Doug Smith

The Meeting Closed at 10:40 pm.

Next meeting on June 20th 7:30 pm 

The Camden Park Community Centre, 7 Carlisle Street, Camden Park

Draft Agenda for June 20th Meeting

Guest Speaker (details on website when confirmed)

Opening

Apologies

Minutes of the Previous Meeting

Business Arising:

New Patron

Information Sheet

First Aid Box

Mamungari Biosphere

Correspondence 

Reports (if provided or present):

President

Secretary

Treasurer

Sales Manager  - Shrubs and Trees reprint

Working Bee Coordinator – Final Arrangements for the 2008 Working Bee

Liaison Ranger

Editor

Safety Officer

Social Officer

Brookfield Liaison Officer

Webmaster

Other Business:

Close

ATTACHMENT

PRESIDENTS REPORT TO THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

22nd February 2008

During the year 2007 The Friends of the Great Victoria Desert have continued to actively work for The Department of Environment and Heritage and their Parks.

Although some memberships were not renewed, with new membership applications the group’s membership with 51 paying members, and 5 Honorary Members has remained almost static.

At the end of March, with the retirement of Dene Cordes, Manager of the Volunteer Support Unit (formerly Community Liaison Unit) a year of change for the Friends’ groups was initiated.  Several of our group attended Dene’s farewell, retracing his working life within the National Parks system and celebrated his life’s experiences.  As a consequence of Dene’s retirement our group welcomed Kosette Lambert as Acting Manager and were appreciative when she was able to attend and contribute to our June meeting.

Our publication, Shrubs And Trees of the Great Victoria Desert has continued to be a selling success and we have only a few copies left so the group is organizing a second edition.  My sincere thanks to our Marketing Manager, Doug Smith, for his continued efforts to support the sale of our publication to the public.

Arlene, Bill D, Bill M and Jan have worked extremely hard to get the Field Guide/Information Sheet to publishing stage and it is almost ready for publication.  Thank you.

Bill Dowling has worked tirelessly in creating a most informative Web-site that will serve this group well.  Thank you, Bill.

In May our group adopted the Friends of Brookfield Conservation Park and began a liaison with this group.  Four members travelled to the Park near Blanchetown to be introduced to aspects of the park and the Friend’s activities.  In particular our members were privy to an interesting talk on the Southern Hairy Nosed Wombat and given an insight into future planned projects for the park.

During the year, 7 of our members took the opportunity to participate in workshops offered by the Volunteer Support Unit.  Members took advantage of 4WD Courses, Brush-cutter Courses and First Aid Instruction.  All of these experiences will support the group’s philosophy on Occupational, Health Safety and Welfare and contribute to the safety of members when working in the park.  Grass Identification workshops were also attended by two members and as a result they will be more knowledgeable when identifying plants when participating in future vegetation surveys.

In May, 18 members participated in the Group’s annual journey to the Great Victoria Desert.  This was the first time that our group had worked in Tallaringa Conservation Park which is administered from Port Augusta.  Our members divided into two groups with 10 members concentrating on Tallaringa while 8 members worked their way across the desert to the Western Australian Border.

Support was provided by both Port Augusta and Ceduna DEH offices.  While the Port Augusta Ranger remained in Tallaringa the two officers from Ceduna chained the Anne Beadell Highway to within 30kms of Serpentine Lakes in an effort to reduce corrugations and to assist with easier travelling.  Members were most appreciative.

During the trip a Vegetation Quadrat was established in Tallaringa Conservation Park and the park surveyed for future projects while quadrats established in 2006 within Mamungari were revisited.  The Mamungari group repositioned the numbered marker posts that were burnt in a previous year.  Two samples each of sixty two plant specimens were collected and have been identified by the State Herbarium.  One specimen of each species will have been returned to the group for cataloguing whilst the other is retained by the Herbarium.  One specimen has caused quite an interest to the Herbarium as it is possible that it is a species that has never been recorded so far south or is one that has never been recorded previously.

After the desert trip because it was too difficult to meet face to face I had an extended ‘phone conversation with District Ranger, Brett Dalzell to discuss the outcomes of the projects carried out during the time the group was in Mamungari.  With Terry I made a trip to Port Augusta to meet with District Ranger, Mike Hinsliff and Senior Ranger, Tony Magor to discuss the future of the group within Tallaringa.  Full reports on both of these “meetings” are on record in the Survey Trip Tallaringa Conservation Park & Mamungari Conservation Park Great Victoria Desert Trip Report.

Whilst all were keen to express that they had a good time and there was positive “feedback” on the trip there was also negativity in regard to organization.  I would like to suggest that in future to avoid embarrassment to the co-ordinator and to the group it is essential that trip co-ordinators plan well in advance, set dates that are abided by unless there are exceptional circumstances such as health issues.  After all if all follow the plan of taking extra supplies etc and are aware of the trip dates before committing to the project, there should be no need for early exits.

Because Tallaringa is administered from Port Augusta it was decided at the November General Meeting to discontinue working within Tallaringa Conservation Park for the interim and to continue to concentrate the group’s energies within Mamungari Conservation Park.

In May I also attended the Friends Of Parks Incorporated Annual General Meeting where I gained insight into how other groups successfully worked within their parks and the value and effectiveness of volunteers within the DEH system was reinforced.

On behalf of the group I read and contributed input into the Mamungari Draft Management Plan and hopefully this input will contribute to the completion of a successful, working Management Plan that will accommodate all interested stakeholders associated with the Park.

During the year with the aim to having the Committee provide good leadership and to reduce the time required to conduct General Meetings I reintroduced Committee Meetings.  This was done with some objection by some members.  Although the idea did not quite reduce the length of some General Meetings, in particular the November meeting, most Committee members agreed that it was a good initiative and I would recommend that this system be carried on into the future.

Once again our Australia Day Picnic was most successful.  Our venue was the Botanic Gardens where nineteen members accompanied by four visitors attended.  It was pleasing that we were accompanied by our Western Australian members Tony and Jan Christian.  (Tony has offered what ever assistance he can contribute to the group from WA in particular he has computing skills.)  Our knowledgeable member Bill Dowling conducted the group on a tour of the Arid areas of the gardens and the members were introduced to species of desert plants from other arid areas of the world as well as those that grow in our arid, desert areas of Australia.

I would have to say my biggest concern for the group during 2007 was the fact that only one person holds both the positions of President and Secretary.  While with a great deal of commitment and time this does work I have to once again reinforce that this practice is not sustainable for good governance and results in too much responsibility being held by one person.  I am hopeful that at this meeting two persons will step forward to begin sharing these responsibilities.

In 2007 our group did not receive a DEH Volunteer Support Grant.  When I investigated why we had been unsuccessful I discovered that the reply received 1st August 2007 in my absence by Doug via E-mail, from Ceduna misunderstanding occurred.  

The reply presented points to be addressed prior to the application being considered.  However due to the poor wording of the e-mail (in my opinion) there was misunderstanding and it was considered a refusal therefore no further action was taken and the application was not presented to the Volunteer Unit.

It is now important that we approach the board when initiating work within and about Mamungari stressing our role since 1994 and the wish for continuing working relationships.  At this time it is important to inquire how they would like to be kept informed in the future.

The Oak Valley Works Manager who is also on the board has a works plan and manages the park from a pre determined plan endorsed by the board.  Brett has authority over proposed work within the park.  Our group should put up suggestions through Brett for approval and negotiations.  With Ross Belcher as Executive Officer, Brett Dalzell from Ceduna and Malcolm Anderson DEH has good representation.

Another of my disappointments during the year was that I was unable to fulfil my desire and promise to introduce an Occupational, Health, Safety and Welfare Policy for our group.  In an effort to reinforce the group’s philosophy on safe working conditions I hope that my successor will have more luck in moving forward and as a result produce a document that will provide guide lines for the future.

Looking forward in 2008:

I hope that the new Committee continues to Plan:

· The trip to Mamungari Re surveying of Vegetation Quadrats

· To establish an Occupational, Health, Safety and Welfare Policy

· To contribute to the Plan development for the NRM Plan for the Eyre Peninsula Region.

· To have input to the Pureba, Yellabinna and Yumburra Conservation Parks Draft Management Plans.

During 2007 our group contributed at least 3580 hours to DEH.  This is a pretty good effort.  Congratulations to all.

I thank our hard working committee members for their dedication and time during 2007.  Finally I believe the person who deserves full recognition for his contribution to our group in 2007 is Terry.  Without his support I would not have made it through the year.  Thank you Terry.

As Terry and I have decided to withdraw from all Volunteering at this stage I wish the new Committee and the group the greatest success in the future.

Marlene Friebe
22nd February 2008

