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3 June 2011

Dear Allan

Last night the Board discussed an increasing number of concerns being expressed by member groups about a decline in availability of liaison rangers and a continuing reduction in district budgets. Obviously we are well aware that the government is imposing serious budget restrictions across the board and that DENR is by no means exempt. It has been our clear understanding, however, that Regional Services, and on-ground ranger resources would be quarantined from such cuts. I received such an insurance, admittedly two years ago, from the then Minister. We now understand that voluntary separation packages have been offered to and accepted by a number of rangers many with several years of experience.
Although I have been on the sick list for a few weeks I’m not aware of any advice that the game plan had changed which given our special relationship disappoints me. More particularly the staffing and budget reductions are imposing more demands on member groups and their volunteers and in some cases requiring groups to fund materials previously supplied by the agency. Neither have we yet seen any great improvement in on-ground resourcing flowing from the integration process with NRM. This is all in a context where DENR is seeking to formulate a number of far-reaching strategies (e.g., Visitor Strategy, Linking Adelaide with Nature and Nature Links) that will impose further resource requirements upon regional staff.
As I indicated earlier member groups are becoming increasingly disillusioned and even angry about the situation. As a Board we seek to know what the actual situation is in terms of resources and what is planned for the next three of four years. It is then my intention to seek a meeting with Minister Caica but before doing so I’d like to be certain of the facts as a matter of extreme urgency. Your earliest response would, therefore, be greatly appreciated.
Regards
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