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Our Beaches — Natures Gift to Young and Old

Anyone lucky enough to visit the Frankston Beaches over the summer months
could not help but notice the great number of people of all ages who have been
enjoying the clean sands, the warm salt laden sea breezes and the wonderful
clean waters of Port Phillip Bay.

How privileged are those of us who have had the time and inclination to immerse
ourselves for a short while in this beautiful and relaxing environment.

People of all ages have visited the Frankston Beaches to relax and enjoy and
escape from the drudge of their daily chores and the anxieties of this materialistic
world. People have played, swum, exercised and relaxed from dawn to dusk.

How fortunate are the people of Frankston to have this wonderful environment on
our doorstep.

However this wonderful environment comes at a cost.

The cost goes beyond paying rates, managing our rubbish and looking after the
environment. The biggest cost to all is to be constantly vigilant, to make certain
that our political representatives are fully aware of the value of these beaches to
Frankston residents and visitors alike. We must ensure that planning decisions
made by our state and local government representatives, will enable the golden
beaches, the clear water and the native flora and fauna to survive and remain
healthy for future generations to experience and enjoy, just as we have over this
long, hot, dry summer of 2006/2007.

You can help in achieving this goal by joining and supporting the Frankston Beach
Association. Refer to the Membership Application form which appears at the end
of this Newsletter.

Frank Hart
President



Recreation on the Beaches

As mentioned in the above President’'s Report, the
Frankston beach this summer has been utilised to a very
high degree, not only by beach lovers and families, but
also by a new group of people..... local sporting clubs.
These have included men's cricket & football clubs and
ladies netball & basketball clubs, and these have come
from many different areas of the city of Frankston.
Collectively their motivation for using the beach has
been to exercise, sprint and swim in order to keep up
their levels of fithess due to Frankston Council having to
close many of the sporting grounds due to the drought
conditions. All of the sporting groups have been getting
a great deal of enjoyment from the beach environment.

It is great to see that Frankston Beach is more than ever
becoming the heart of the city and that the beach is the
main reason for its' popularity with tourists, day trippers
and residents. Most people use it purely for the pleasure
of swimming and relaxing with friends and family but it is
also widely used by school groups, walking and exercise
groups, dog walkers and the local clubs as previously
mentioned.

Many people use the beach as a place to cool off after a
hot, busy day, and to cool and relax their children before
settling them down for the night. Others see that the
beach can be used in place of topping up the pool; a
great way of conserving our scarce water supply.

Others use the beach as a playground for jet skiing,
skiffle boarding, board and wind sailing, yachting,
canoeing, fishing and all types of boating. The colourful
scene along the beachscape is widely photographed
and then seen by others, as far as interstate and
overseas. Our beach is irreplaceable, and in the
knowledge accumulated by our association since 1982,
certainly not the place for a Marina (as currently being
driven by Frankston City Council and the boating lobby).

If you are a user of the beach, tell us what you feel we
need to have to ensure the beach is, and remains the
playground for us now, and for future generations. Do
we need a water drinking fountain at each end of the
beach at Oliver's Hill and Gould Street? Do we have
enough toilets in the Council’s planned upgrade of Long
Island? Go and look at the Council's Long Island PLAN.
Do you or your family and friends know how much

money is to be spent on the development of Long
Island?

NOW is the time to have your opinions heard, so get
your thoughts down in writing and send them to the
Council. If you copy us with your letter, we can follow-up
on your ideas and suggestions.

An FBA Member Writes...

One of our FBA members has recently snorkelled off
Oliver’s Hill, and writes:

“With the great beach weather we have had over the
past few weeks | have taken out my snorkelling gear
and headed down to Frankston beach. The rocks at
the end of Frankston Beach just below Oliver’s Hill are
a fantastic spot for snorkelling. The warm afternoon
sun sparkles through the large plants and seaweed
growing off the rocks, swaying to the rhythm of the
bay, and I've seen fish of all sizes gliding in and out.
Although it is not deep, it sometimes feels like you are
swimming above large caverns. It feels like I'm floating
through another world. There are plenty of people
about sitting on the rocks and my favourite spots are
close to the shore so | feel safe. You can buy cheap
snorkelling sets, and books are available on shore
dives in the bay. It is a fun thing to do on a sunny day.”

Jenny

Long Island Boardwalk
Location

The FBA in all its negotiations with Council has
steadfastly maintained that the foreshore of the
Frankston City is its most important and fragile asset of
environmental significance. Our position has always
been that any intervention, such as a boardwalk across
the top of the dune, although introducing a popular
recreational facility, would have a detrimental effect on
the valuable remnant vegetation along this area of our
coast line. The Long Island dune area has been
identified by Ecology Australia as species rich and
diverse “and that some sections are considered
representative of the original vegetations”.

Our association and other groups have always
maintained that the realignment of the boardwalk behind
the dune would solve the problem of disturbance to the
dune system. It appears that Council, after further
consultation with its geomorphologist and coastal
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engineer, now feels confident to position the boardwalk
at the back of the dune in order to best maintain the
stability of the dune system. This position has recently
been advised to the FBA in a letter from Council dated
16 February 2007.

The FBA has been delighted with this concession, and
looks forward to working in partnership with Council in
sustaining our natural environment.

Shared Pathway or Boardwalk

Should the boardwalk be for the sole use of pedestrians,
or should it be shared between pedestrians and
cyclists?

The Department of Sustainability and the Environment
(DSE) in a letter to Council on 9 May 2006 directed that:

“The plan indicates that the boardwalk is to be a
shared pathway available for use of cyclists. The
Department recommends the Plan provides alternative
signed bike paths (e.g. along Kananook Creek east
and/or west side) where through cyclists can travel.
This results in two possible outcomes: the boardwalk,
if used by cyclists, is travelled at a more leisurely pace
and by a lesser number of cyclists or bicycle storage
racks can be located adjacent to the proposed re-
alignment road through Long Island allowing cyclists
to dismount, secure their bikes and walk the short
distance to the proposed viewing points associated
with the boardwalk.”

This seems to be a practical solution to the problem of
cyclists using shared pathways, and is one that the FBA
supports.

Frankston Foreshore

Many of us have been concerned for the survival of
indigenous species planted on the foreshore in the last
one or two seasons. Many of the Banksias, Coastal
Heath, Drooping She-Oaks, Boobialla and the large
stands of the coastal White Correa are looking
particularly stressed. On the other hand, the coastal tea-
trees seem to be thriving.

The FBA has installed a number of water tubes around
the species planted during last season and Council is
filing these tubes fortnightly with grey water. Council
has also been giving the recently planted small shrubs
and ground covers some water. The FBA has hesitated
from doing hand watering of the other plants on the
foreshore because the water used would be from the
main town supply (our precious drinking water). Let's
just hope that we get good rains soon!

Indigenous Nursery

Because of the drought, the propagation of indigenous
plants for the foreshore has been delayed. We
commenced the season on 19th February with 9
Japanese students from Monash University, Frankston.
It was an enjoyable three hours with a very intelligent
group really enjoying propagating cuttings, as well as

instructing us in the Japanese language. As a result,
several of the FBA volunteers can now count up to ten in
Japanese and say hello and goodbye as well. The
students were a lively bunch, 5 young men and 4
beautiful young ladies — only been at Monash for three
weeks - all second year students in a number of
disciplines.

Thanks go to Pat Bentley, Debbie Williams and Kath
Hassell for arranging a scrumptious morning tea for the
students (home made muffins, biscuits, pikelets, soft
drinks and cups of tea). The students were very
appreciative and excited about this concept of ‘morning
tea’, since it is a custom foreign to them! Heaps of
photographs were taken by everyone.

Grants

Apart from the Envirofund Grant approved for next
season of $12,190 to halt erosion on the beachside of
the boardwalk, we have received a community grant
from Port Phillip & Westernport Catchment Management
Authority for a dune erosion and revegetation program
on the foreshore at Mile Bridge for $6,768. This will
complete the revegetation of this area commenced in
2002.

We have applied for a small Council Community Grant
to purchase a multi function printer. This will be used for
production of the FBA newsletters, circulars and other
presentations and submissions.

Dr Alistair Harkness (our local MLA member) has been
kind enough to continue to print the large volume copies
of our newsletter.

Membership of the FBA

Existing FBA membership subscriptions expire on June
30, so current members need to renew their subscription
for 2007/2008 over the next few months. Just use the
form provided overleaf.

New members are also required, so if you would like to
get involved in supporting the many activities of the
FBA, why not join us now. Again, just use the form
provided overleaf.



SHOW YOUR SUPPORT
RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP
OR
JOIN THE FBA
NOW!

Frankston Beach Association Inc.
Preserving the beach for all to use

Membership Application

(July 1 to June 30, 2008)

I/we wish to join, or renew my/our membership of, the FBA for an annual subscription of $10 per household.

Name:

Address:

Telephone AH: BH:

Email:

Areas of Interest (eg. propagation, planting out, foreshore maintenance):

Hours/days available:

I/we wish to assist the Association’s activities, and enclose a donation of $

Please detach this application form and send with payment to the Secretary:

FBA Secretary
44 Violet St.
South Frankston, Vic 3199

Newsletter printed with the compliments of Dr AlisHarkness, State Member for Frankston.



