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The Melbourne tramway operators adopted overseas designs for their cars when the 
electric system started. This talk reviews the rolling stock adopted, and examines the 
nature of the cars, and the origins of their design. It traces the gradual development in 
local design and manufacture from the start of operation until the beginning of 
construction of the first 'W' class tram in 1927. 
  

The speaker, Michael Norbury, a Solicitor by profession, has, as a leisure interest, 
carried out extensive research into the history of the Melbourne tramway system. His 
talk will be accompanied by numerous illustrations of local and overseas cars.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This activity has been arranged by Engineering Heritage (Australia) Victoria and should be of interest 
to all with an interest in Engineering History. 
 
 
If you would like to receive Engineering Heritage Victoria flyers by email, contact:         

bandjharper@netspace.com.au   
 
Visit the Engineering Heritage Victoria website:   
 http://www.vicnet.net.au/~engherit/ 
 
See also the IEAust ‘Green Pages’ for other Engineering Activities 
 http://www.ieaust.org.au/directory/divisions/victoria/green_pages.html 
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