
EEEC Professional Development Calendar 2009 

Promoting sustainable education and practice in early childhood 

Environmental Education in Early Childhood (Vic Inc) 

JS Grey Centre, Cnr Gilbert Road and Regent Street, Preston 

PO Box 2535 Regent West VIC 3072 

Phone: 9471 4673 

eeec@alphalink.com.au 

To confirm your place in any of our Professional Development sessions please download and 
complete the registration form on our website.  For more information about training phone 
9471 4673.  

 DISCOUNTS 

Book three or more sessions for the same participant at once and receive a 10% discount.   

EEEC members receive discounted training ς to join please download a membership form 
from our website or call us for more information ς phone 9471 4673. 

Professional Development and Sustainable Centre Visits 2009 

Holden Street Neighbourhood House 
and City of Yarra EASY trailer 

Thursday 23rd April 2009 
4:30pm ς 7:00pm 

From sound waves to light waves and 
ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƛƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ς new science from 
old science 

Friday 15th May 2009 
1:00pm ς 3:30pm 

Isabel Henderson outdoor 
environment ς redevelopment Part 2  
Sustainable centre visit 

Friday 19th June 2009 
1:30pm ς 4:00pm 

Bringing the books alive ς creative, 
practical and inspirational ways to use 
EEEC resources in play settings 

Saturday 18th July 2009 
10:30am ς 1:00pm 

An Australian response to the Forest 
School experience  
*Limited to 10 participants 

Thursday 13th August 2009 
8:45am ς 12:00pm 
            NOW FULL 

Beyond the water tank ς taking 
sustainable education to the next level 

Friday 4th September 2009 
1:30pm ς 4:00pm 

3rd Australasian Early Childhood 
Education for Sustainability 
Conference - Engage  Empower  Enact: 
Sustainability and the Early Years 

Thursday 22nd October ς Saturday 24th 
October 2009 

Child-Safe and Sustainable Cleaning in 
/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ  

Wednesday 4th November 2009 
1:30pm ς 4:00pm 

EEEC Annual General Meeting Saturday 14th November  
1:30pm ς 3:00pm 

mailto:eeec@alphalink.com.au


 

APRIL 2009 

Holden Street Neighbourhood House and 
City of Yarra EASY trailer 

This visit incorporates a sustainable centre visit at Holden Street 
Neighbourhood House and interaction with the EASY trailer.  The City of 
¸ŀǊǊŀΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛǾŜΣ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ !ōƻǳǘ {ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƛƴ ¸ŀǊǊŀ ό9!{¸ύ ǘǊŀƛƭŜǊΣ ƛǎ ŀƴ 
education tool that consists of three removable display modules on shopping 
and waste, sustainable transport and stormwater.  The EASY trailer encourages 
thought about significant environmental issues and empowers individual 
action, whilst playing and having fun.  Local commuƴƛǘȅ ƎǊƻǳǇǎΣ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 
centres and schools can borrow the whole trailer or any of the three individual 
modules.  

Venue: Holden Street Neighbourhood House  

              128 Holden Street Fitzroy                       

Date: Thursday 23rd April 

Time: 4:30pm ς 7:00pm 

Cost: There is no charge for this visit.  

 

 

 



 

May 2009 

CǊƻƳ ǎƻǳƴŘ ǿŀǾŜǎ ǘƻ ƭƛƎƘǘ ǿŀǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ 
in between ς new science from old science 

Presenter: Ann Smith 

Ann Smith has been a EEEC member  

and Kindergarten Teacher for many years.   

She currently lectures at the University  

of Melbourne.  Her passion is  

Early Childhood Science.  

Facilitated Workshop: Discover the scientific understandings of sound, 
shadows, prisms and rainbows and how the principles of these work within our 
world.  

Venue: EEEC Resource Centre 

              JS Grey Centre                       

             Cnr Gilbert Road and Regent Street, Preston 

Date: Friday 15th May  

Time: 1:00pm ς 3:30pm 

Cost: Members  - $50.00 

          Non-Members - $55.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Resource Centre will be 

open on Friday 15th May 

from 1:00pm ς 4:00pm 

 

 

http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://climate.met.psu.edu/data/frost/images/rainbow.jpg&imgrefurl=http://climate.met.psu.edu/data/frost/frosttraining.php&h=886&w=1272&sz=175&tbnid=jngQ9tDMMdp-mM::&tbnh=104&tbnw=150&prev=/images?q=rainbow&hl=en&usg=__jOpU0yd6__9_UM6Jx8ldkkU1Gdg=&ei=hwWpSaTaE4nYsAOSpajyDw&sa=X&oi=image_result&resnum=2&ct=image&cd=1
http://images.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://www.cosmosmagazine.com/files/imagecache/news/files/250906_shadow.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.cosmosmagazine.com/news/686/scientists-discover-shadow-person?page=3&usg=__SHkkguE5CuikruuAcPftUSa864s=&h=400&w=300&sz=50&hl=en&start=6&um=1&tbnid=2jm9_daRJX-VKM:&tbnh=124&tbnw=93&prev=/images?q=shadow+of+person&um=1&hl=en&rlz=1T4ADBF_enAU287AU288&sa=X


 

June 2009 

Isabel Henderson Outdoor Environment 
Redevelopment ς PART 2 

Facilitator: Margaret Finch 

Isabel Henderson Kindergarten is well known in the Early Childhood field for its 
quality indoor / outdoor play-based programs.  Margaret Finch has worked at 
Isabel Henderson, on and off, for 15 years and is one member of a large 
teaching team.  She is also a committee member of EEEC. 

In 2008, Margaret Finch, a Kindergarten Teacher at Isabel Henderson 
Kindergarten, hosted a Sustainable Centre Visit and discussed why Isabel 
Henderson wanted to change and redevelop some aspects of their garden; 
what the community of Isabel Henderson wanted for their garden; the process 
of briefing the Landscape Architects;  the application for a grant; and the final 
design.  

In this Part 2 session, Margaret Finch will share the next chapter in the 
ǊŜŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ LǎŀōŜƭ IŜƴŘŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ŀƴŘ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘŜ ŀ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 
answer questions about the design by Mary Jeavons Landscape Architects (the 
Mary Jeavons Team designed and supervised the work).  Participants will have 
an opportunity to spend time in the garden to view the redevelopment.  

ñThe play spaces in Isabel Henderson are designed to be complex, diverse and 

multi-purpose. The play spaces aim to stimulate all senses, through the use of 

natural materials as well as create open ended play areas to stimulate imaginative 

and creative play.ò    Wendy Rubbo 

Please note, Part 1 is not a prerequisite for attendance at the Part 2 session.  Even if 

you did not attend Part 1, you are more than welcome to attend this Part 2 session.   

Venue: Isabel Henderson Kindergarten 

               259 Rae Street, Fitzroy North 

Date: Friday 19th June  

Time: 1:30pm ς 4:00pm 

Cost: Members - $12.00 

          Non-Members - $15.00 

 
 



July 2009 

Bringing the books alive ς creative, practical 
and inspirational ways to use EEEC resources 

in play settings 
Presenter: Betty Farmer 

Betty is co-author of the popular book Just Imagine.   

She works at Swinburne University of technology  

and has conducted workshops throughout Victoria.   

Betty has a long association with EEEC.  

Venue: EEEC Resource Centre 

              JS Grey Centre                       

             Cnr Gilbert Road and Regent Street, Preston 

Date: Saturday 18th July 

Time: 10:30am ς 1:00pm 

Cost: Members - $50.00 

          Non-Members - $55.00 

Please bring knitting needles and  

a ball of wool (approximately 8ply) 

 

 

The Resource Centre will be 

open on Saturday 18th July 

from 10:30am ς 1:00pm 

 



August 2009 

An Australian response to the 
Forest School experience 

Presenter: Kirsty Liljegren 

Kirsty ƛǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ {ǘ [ŜƻƴŀǊŘΩǎ 9ŀǊƭȅ [ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ /ŜƴǘǊŜΣ /ƻǊƴƛǎƘ 
Campus in Victoria, Australia which caters for children from three to five years 
of age.  St Leonards is a coeducational independent school thirty kilometres 
from the city and is situated on one hundred acres of marshland.  The school 
as a whole has a strong emphasis on sustainable education which includes the 
recent building of a sustainability centre in 2006.  Kirsty has both an 
educational and personal interest in connecting with nature, and this has 
become an integral part of her pedagogical practice.   

Kirsty has also been a committee member of the Reggio Emilia Information 
Exchange for the last nine years.  She has an interest in the educational project 
from Reggio Emilia which has led her down some interesting paths in her 
teaching career, including a national teaching award in 2001 for innovative 
practice.  

Kirsty recently went to Denmark ǘƻ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƘŜ ΨƎǊŜŜƴ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΩ ŀƴd to Scotland to 
see the early childhood centres that are inspired by Claire Warden, the author 
of Nurture through nature.   

Venue: St Leonards ς Cornish Campus 

               65 Riverend Road 

               Bangholme 

               (Patterson River) 

Date: Thursday 13th August 

Time: 8:45am ς 12:00pm 

Cost: Members  - $55.00 

          Non-Members - $60.00 

THIS SESSION IS NOW FULL ς NO MORE 
SPACES ARE AVAILABLE 

 

Only 10 spaces 

available for 

this session so 

book early. 



September 2009 

Beyond the water tank ς taking sustainable 
education to the next level 

Presenter: Tracy Young 

Tracy is a project officer with EEEC and a long standing member.  Tracy is 
employed at Swinburne University and teaches in the child care and Diploma 
of Sustainability courses.  Tracy has always had a passion for environmental 
education and animal welfare and believes that these topics are of great 
interest to young children.  Tracy has co-authored books with Sue Elliott 
including Just Discover: Connecting children with the natural world and Just 
Investigate: Science and technology experiences for young children and the 
recently published The outside play space naturally.  Tracy is currently enrolled 
in a Masters of Education by Research and her thesis will explore the 
development and implementation of a sustainable program for early childhood 
services.  

Venue: EEEC Resource Centre 

              JS Grey Centre                       

              Cnr Gilbert Road and Regent Street, Preston 

Date: Friday 4th September 

Time: 1:30pm ς 4:00pm 

Cost: Members  - $50.00 

          Non-Members - $55.00 

 

 

The Resource Centre will be 

open on Friday 4th September 

from 1:00pm ς 4:00pm 



October 2009 

3rd Australasian Early Childhood Education for 
Sustainability Conference 

Engage Empower Enact:  

Sustainability and the Early Years 

Thursday 22nd October ς Saturday 24th October 2009 
Melbourne 

 

Environmental Education in Early Childhood Vic Inc (EEEC) will host the 
third Australasian Early Childhood Education for Sustainability Conference. 
This follows the highly successful conferences held in Christchurch, New 
Zealand in 2006 and Sydney, Australia in 2007. 
Keynote speakers will challenge current practice, while breakout sessions 
and workshops will be structured to encourage discussion and debate so that 
all participants can reflect on their own work and consider how they can 
engage, empower and enact with respect to education for sustainability in 
the early childhood sector.  Also, social gatherings, sustainable product 
stalls and field trips are included in the two and a half-day event. 
 
To register your expression of interest in this conference and to receive 
further details as planning proceeds please email: 
eeec@alphalink.com.au 

 

 



November 2009 

Child-{ŀŦŜ ŀƴŘ {ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ /ƭŜŀƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ 

άThe need for a high level of hygiene in ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ƛƴ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ 
unhealthy level of chemicals and disposable items.έ  Bridget Gardner 

Presenter: Bridget Gardner 

Bridget Gardner is the founding director of Fresh Green Clean.  Since 2001, she 
has been a professional green cleaner, researcher, trainer in early childhood 
and the cleaning industry and is the driving force behind the SASI Cleaning 
Program.  

In 2007-2008 Fresh Green Clean conducted an action research project called 
SASI Clean (Safe and Sustainable Indoor Cleaning) in four childcare centres.  

With the help of the Faculty of Science at Swinburne University, and a lot of 
trial and error, we were able to answer the following burning questions = 
Which products are really safe and green?  LŦ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǎŀŦŜΣ ǿƛƭƭ ǘƘŜȅ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ 
work?  Can you be hygienically clean and green? 

We have now turned the key findings of this project into practical strategies for 
maintaining a hygienic and truly healthy indoor environment for the children, 
while protecting the planet for their future.   

This 2 ½ hour interactive session will provide practical and scientifically-based 
information, group discussion and hands on exploration of safer cleaning 
ƻǇǘƛƻƴǎΦ  Lǘ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜǎ ǎǘŀŦŦΩǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǘƻ ǎŀŦŜǊ ŀƴŘ 
more sustainable hygiene practices in your service.  It is an integral stepping 
stone toward the full SASI Clean Program.  

Participant outcomes:  

¶ Assess the safety of your current cleaning procedures 

¶ .Ŝ ŀǿŀǊŜ ƻŦ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǎŜƴǎƛǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ ŎƘŜƳƛŎŀƭǎ 

¶ High hygiene procedures without disinfectants 

¶ Effective green cleaning methods 

¶ Implement a six step plan toward being a SASI Clean Service 

Venue: EEEC Resource Centre 

              JS Grey Centre                       

              Cnr Gilbert Road and Regent Street, Preston 

Date: Wednesday 4th November 

Time: 1:30pm ς 4:00pm 

Cost: Members  - $50.00                Non-Members - $55.00  

http://www.freshgreenclean.com.au/training.html


 

November 2009 

EEEC ς Annual General Meeting 

Venue: EEEC Resource Centre 

              JS Grey Centre                       

              Cnr Gilbert Road and Regent Street, Preston 

Date: Saturday 14th November 

Time: 1:30pm ς 3:00pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Resource Centre will be open 

on Saturday 14th November from 

1:00pm ς 4:00pm 


