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This month in the Sanctuary…
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Spring is in the air and a visit to the reserve provides a quick reminder of this fact! This is the breeding season for many birds. Walking in the reserve, from the noticeboard to the Cardinia Creek or along the track to the north, chances are high that you will hear (and maybe even see) the male and female Eastern Whipbirds (pictured right, black bird with white face and black crest) chasing each other through the bush! The male Eastern Whipbird has a loud whip-crack call, followed by a chuckling sound from the female (that is, if he has a girlfriend!) They will build a small cup-shaped nest from grass, sticks and bracken in the protection of the shrubs and bracken. They have 2-3 eggs, and both parents stay to raise the young fledglings. Look out in the coming months for the families teaching their babies to call and fly.
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Another interesting sighting recently is of the Buff-banded Rail. (Pictured left. Brownish olive back and banded chest, rusty stripe through eyes, with white either side) This is generally a coastal species that travels from southern and western New Guinea to southern Australia to breed. This small, ground-dwelling bird is rarely seen, remaining in the protection of areas of swampy scrub. It pecks at the ground for insects, small snails and bugs, seeds and plants. It has been sighted in open areas along the Cardinia Creek around the footy/tennis areas and Akoonah Park. Its wonderful to see these rarer species in our local area, particularly the ground dwelling species that are more vulnerable to local threats such as cats, dogs and foxes. If you walk your dog through the reserve and along Cardinia Creek, please remember to keep it on a leash, and to lock up your animals (incl. cats inside) at night. These small efforts help to ensure that our amazing and diverse local wildlife can survive so close to our homes.

Annual General Meeting – Wednesday September 21st, Cardinia Hotel, Emerald Road, Beaconsfield. Meet for dinner 6:30pm, followed by AGM and general meeting.

Working Bee – Sunday 25th September, 9am – 12 noon. Meet at the third gate opposite Goldfish & Pony Farm, Emerald Rd Beaconsfield at 9am sharp to work along the creek. Morning tea provided. All Welcome. Late arrivals can call or SMS Lisa on 0400 390 131 to get directions to the worksite!

[image: image4.jpg]SUFEBANDED
BAL




Newsletter produced with funding from the Melbourne Water Community Grant Scheme


