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This month in the Sanctuary…

This is my favorite time of year… Summer, Christmas holidays and long, warm nights outside (provided you have some industrial strength mozzie repellant!) Members of the Friends Group have begun night-time adventures into the Sanctuary in search of the critters that we rarely see. These surveys allow us to get a better idea of the variety of wildlife living in the reserve. 

Tawny Frogmouths have been nesting along the creek for a number of years, and these birds can be seen around dusk roosting near the creek. Young Brushtail Possums are starting to venture out with their parents for a feed. 

Tiny Sugar Gliders can be seen feeding on the gum exuding from the trunks of Silver Wattles, and sometimes gliding up to 50 metres to the next tree. Native insect-eating bats are abundant, and often fly close to the head of the torch-bearers in search of moths in the torchlight. Even with the torchlight turned off, the sound of Swamp Wallabies bounding nearby and native rats scurrying through the bracken let you know that the bush is well and truly alive, even at night! We hope to offer a guided night walk for the Friends through the reserve in the New Year, so watch this space!

Contributions to our Flora and Fauna Lists

Over the years, the Friends Group has compiled lists of species of plants and animals sighted in the reserve and nearby along the Cardinia Creek. This information helps us to identify the species that are found in or visit the reserve. Over time, these sightings help us to identify important changes in the local environment and wildlife. Visitors often provide interesting details on their sightings and this is greatly appreciated.  If you have any information you think may be of interest to the Friends Group, please call Lisa on 0400 390 131, or email at friendsofcardiniacreek@yahoo.com Access to any interesting photos or historical information/documents relating to the reserve is also greatly appreciated.

November activities

Committee Meeting: Wednesday 16th November, 7:30pm, McLaren residence    
                                 (Note: one week earlier than usual)
Working Bee: Sunday 27th November, 9am – 12noon. Meet at the carpark opposite Holm Park Rd. Morning tea provided. All welcome. 

FOCCS Christmas Break-up Party: early – mid December, details soon!
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