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This month in the Sanctuary…

Winter has been a busy time in the reserve. The June working bee saw the Friends Group weeding areas between the Cardinia and Brisbane Creeks. Despite the abundance of Winter Cherry, Forget-me-nots and Thistles to remove in this area, it’s rewarding to see the regeneration of Swamp Paperbark and native grasses. The holidays have seen many visitors enjoying the reserve. Our local plants are continuing to bloom, with the Common Heath and Correa currently in full flower, soon to be followed by the budding Silver Wattles.   

Beaconsfield Reservoir update…

The Beaconsfield Reservoir is a wildlife haven just a few kilometres north-east of Cardinia Creek. The future of this area, fenced off from public access since 1918, has been under discussion for a number of years. In the past months, the State Government has begun steps to declare the area as a Nature Conservation Reserve, to be managed by the Cardinia Environment Coalition. The CEC have developed a proposal for the area based on New Zealand’s Karori Sanctuary, managed by a community trust and combining wildlife conservation and research with ecotourism. The Beaconsfield Reservoir is a vital area for the conservation of local flora and fauna. If you would like to know more about this exciting project, you can attend the Cardinia Environment Coalition AGM on August 22 at the Beaconsfield Community Centre on O’Neil Rd. Special Guest will be State Environment Minister, John Thwaites.  

Coming up – Friends Group Activities…

Committee Meeting – THURSDAY 21st July, 7:30pm  Note Changed Day!!
Working Bee – Sunday 24th July, 9am – 12 noon. Meet at the third gate opposite Goldfish & Pony Farm, Emerald Rd Beaconsfield at 9am sharp to work along the creek. Morning tea provided. All Welcome. Late arrivals can call or SMS Lisa on 0400 390 131 to get directions to the worksite!

Annual General Meeting – September 21st, Cardinia Hotel, Emerald Road, Beaconsfield. Please mark this event in your diaries. The night generally begins with a Friends Group dinner at 6:30pm. All Welcome.
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