f rom tﬁ € Saturdays
April 25, May 30, June 27, July 25,

coordinator August 29, Sept 26, Oct 31, Nov 28

The (limﬁed) respons; to iieis for Wednesdays
improving the running of workshops
haf result%td ina preffrence for ’ May 13, June 17, July 15, Aug 12, Sept
continuing as we are and 16, Oct 14, Nov 11
workshopping all pieces brought to a
meeting. We should try to obey our
own rules better however (and I do
include myself in this criticism — I’ll
try to do better). See the article Your
Role in the Workshop (next column) to
understand what is expected in your
critique.

This month’s optional theme for members short
on time or inspiration is ‘Chocolate’ to be
interpreted as loosely as you like.

There are vacancies in the
Wednesday workshops. Interested
members who are able to attend

meetings on a Wednesday afternoon As we are a self-help group, everyone is

and want the opportunity to workshop expected to help with chores such as putting out
longer pieces and in greater depth may tables and chairs, and setting up the kitchen, on
apply to join. The next meeting will be arrival. Members then place the copies of their
May 13. Email work on the table easily accessible for the
boroondarawritersgroup@gmail.com meeting coordinator (keeping one for

to register your interest. themselves), and find a seat. If you have to leave

early let the coordinator know so that your work
can be workshopped before you need to leave.

In turn, the copies of a piece are shared
amongst the members, and then its author reads
the work aloud. Members will make notes on the
copies in front of them, and then have a little
time to re-read and comment more by writing on
the copy. You might simply tick or double tick
parts of the writing you find especially good, or
write some fairly detailed comments.

continued on page two

If possible please forward a copy of your
workshop piece to
boroondarawritersgroup@gmail.com a few
days before the meeting so that copies can be
provided to Rebecca to assist her in
providing you with her valuable insights.




Your Role In The Workshop continued from page one

It is pleasant, but not especially helpful, to
be told simply ‘I like it’. If you can explain
why the writing makes you feel that way (or
not), that gives the writer more to work with
in improving the writing. The areas you
might consider in your critique include:
subject, plot, characters, point of view,
setting, theme, style, appropriate use of
language and how successfully the writer has
achieved his/her aim. You will only have
time to give short pointers to the writer so it
may assist you to focus on one or two things
only and use specific examples from the text
to illustrate your points.

The coordinator will then call on a few
people to say two things only:
(1) what they found particularly effective in
the piece, and
(i1) a helpful hint as to how something less
successful might be improved.

Closing May 31

m Shakespearean Sonnet Award
See website for details:
www.fawtas.kingston.org.au

Closing June 30

m National Playwright Competition
See website for details
www.boroondaratheatre.com

m National Short Story Award
[maximum length 2,500 words]
See website for details
www.fawtas.kingston.org.au

m Gum Blossoms Competition
Open poetry from 10-50 lines
See website for details:
scribbligum.com

Closing July 31

Wesley Michel Wright Prize

Poem(s) 50 lines +

See website for details:
www.arts.unimelb.edu.au/currentstudents/
scholarships/wmwright.html

If you have nothing to add to what has been said
already, then it is fine to say only that.

It is not our job to tell another author what
they should or shouldn’t write about, but rather
to help one another to write in their chosen genre
as well as they can by being sensitive to what
they are trying to achieve, encouraging the use of
a style, structure and language that advances the
story and builds the emotional context in a
credible way.

When workshopping of a piece is finished,
the copies are returned to the author, with one
clean copy being retained by the coordinator if
possible.

We have a break for afternoon tea at a
convenient time and at the end of the meeting
members clean up the dirty dishes and return the
tables and chairs to the storeroom.

Closing August 1

Submissions invited for publication in
Best Australian Essays, Best Australian
Stories & Best Australian Poems 2009
See website for details:
http://www.blackincbooks.com/pdf/blincP
DF/Bestof2009 _Submission.pdf

Closing August 9

m 2009 King Island Literary Award
Poetry up to 60 lines

See website for details:
www.fawtas.kingston.org.au

Closing September 25

Julie Lewis Biennial Literary Awards
Short story to 2000 words

Poetry to 50 lines

See website for details:
http://petercowancentre.homestead.com/bl

og.html

Closing October 31

m Gum Leaves Competition

Prose fiction/non-fiction 200-1000 words
See website for details:

scribbligum.com




