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WINTER 2008

Welcome to a very cold & blustery winter period! I hope that this Newsletter provides some warmth as you read the contents snuggled up in front of your fires/heaters. There is a lot of news - so here goes…

Vale Avlyn Lewis

Craig Campbell writes: 

It is my sad duty to inform you that Avlyn Lewis passed away on the 12th June 2008 after a long illness. Avlyn was a much loved, quietly spoken woman always friendly and smiling and was committed to serving at the Visitor Centre, when her health allowed, right to the end. Avlyn first began volunteering at the Visitor Centre on the 7th January 1995 and last did duty there on the 17th January this year. At the time of her death she had completed 58 days service and received the Bronze Award in December 2004. The news of Avlyn’s passing was given to me by Peter Burgess who became a volunteer at the Centre as a result of Avlyn’s encouragement. Peter said that the last time he spoke to Avlyn, a couple of weeks ago, that she had said she was planning to come back to assist in the Visitor Centre when the weather began to warm up. 
She will be greatly missed and is a big loss to the group.
A card & flowers, on behalf of the Friends group, was sent to Avlyn's family, expressing our sympathy & fond memory of Avlyn. 

Visit by another Friends group!

 The Queen's Birthday Long Weekend (June 7 - 9) was an exciting weekend as we hosted a group of 23 people from the Friends of Royal Botanic Gardens (Cranbourne). After visiting the Lyrebird Walk & Mayfield Trust (both near Mirboo North), we welcomed the friends on the Saturday night, where Peter Bryant provided a PowerPoint presentation about the Friends group & Park. On Sunday morning (early) the whole group joined us for our Annual Lyrebird Survey, after which we really enjoyed the breakfast provided by the GuestHouse, funded by Loy Yang Power. A formal welcome by Ranger Craig Campbell set the scene for the walk through Bulga (Fern Gully & Scenic Tracks) with lunch at the Visitors Centre. We spent the afternoon at Tarra Valley - looking at both sets of waterfalls & then drove further down the road to Baxter's Road to view the Banksia heathland there. That night we enjoyed a PowerPoint show of flora of the Mayfield Trust that Ken Harris (President of the Friends of Morwell National Park) had prepared. 

On the Monday morning Richard Appleton gave us background on his Trust For Nature property & then a Fungi Walk on a small part of his property. After lunch at Wallaby Ridge Picnic Ground the Friends departed for Fish Creek and the Celia Rosser Gallery.

** Highlights would have to be seeing so many Lyrebirds on the Sunday morning (including high up in trees), seeing a Koala in a Mountain Ash, learning the difference between a Soft Tree Fern & a Skirted Tree Fern, the various Fungi (both in the Park & at Appleton's) & the great company!

Thankyou to the various Friends who assisted throughout the weekend to make this a most memorable occasion for the first ever visit by another Friends group to our Park. We hope that there are many more opportunities to share the wealth of our Park with others in the future. 

If you wish to have some details about the Friends of the Royal Botanic Gardens (Cranbourne), or the Gardens, then please contact Peter Bryant for a copy of the brochure etc. 

Have you seen?

One of the members from Cranbourne who has an interest in Insects has asked if anyone has seen a Dragonfly with red spots in the area? If you have please let Peter Bryant or Craig Campbell know so that we can pass on details to the Cranbourne Friends member for his follow-up.

Another Visitor!

Sjaan Field, Volunteers Support Officer with Parks Victoria, visited the Park in July. Peter Bryant, Craig Campbell & Andy Gillham (Ranger-in-Charge, West Gippsland District), discussed various issues in relation to the Friends group, the Park, and also gave Sjaan an opportunity to see the Suspension Bridge & Fern Gully Walk area during her short visit. Some aspects of her visit will be discussed at the Annual General Meeting of the Friends group in September.

How can we strengthen the role of Volunteers & get more Volunteers?

The question of volunteers, their role, its status, getting to better know the Park & how to attract more volunteers, are significant questions for us as a Friends Group. What are your thoughts? We will provide opportunity at the Annual General Meeting on Saturday 13th September at 4pm. There is an opportunity for the Friends group to apply for funding to support any plans that we believe will be of benefit. 

Owl Presentation

Rolf Willig (DSE) will lead a presentation & night spotlight walk throughout the Park following the Annual General Meeting (Saturday 13th September). The focus of his work is on Owls & this will provide an opportunity for us to get to know an aspect of Park life that we do not generally see (or hear!). A BBQ tea is provided as part of the evening & so we would ask that you RSVP to Craig Campbell ASAP to assist in catering arrangements.

Submission for Kara Healey/Tarra Valley Centenary

We are still awaiting official confirmation of the success of our application for funds to produce a special Education Board at Tarra Valley on the occasion of the Centenary of Tarra Valley NP in 2009. The official date for this Centenary event is 22nd September 2009. Please set aside this date when you get your 2009 diaries!

Hours of operation for the Visitors Centre

The hours of opening for the Visitors Centre until 14th September will be 11am to 3pm. Please note these times if you are on duty at the Visitors Centre during this period. When the school holidays start in September, normal hours of operation will operate - that is, 10am to 4pm. If you find that there are still visitors around that wish to use the Visitor's Centre after 4pm and you are able to stay on, then please feel free to keep the Centre open in the interest of our visitors.

Other Activities for 2008 

· Saturday 13th September, 4pm - Annual General Meeting, followed by Owl Presentation, BBQ & Night Walk. Agenda items for the AGM will include: Friends PowerPoint presentation, discussion on Volunteers (see earlier) & update on significant issues.
· Thursday 18th December, 8.30pm - Carols by Candlelight
Rangers Report 

Well the cold winter months are certainly upon us and at last we’ve been getting some decent rain with 161mm falling in July which sees the water tanks up to ¾ full. There have been a couple of light snow falls in the Park but not enough to really show on the ground. Speaking of the water tanks; we have had a new pressure pump installed at the depot and linked into the water line to the Visitor Centre, so you should notice increased pressure at the taps and this will, we hope, reduce the problem of the toilets blocking up as the cisterns will refill faster after use and provide a full flush when there are several users in a row. Other than that there has not been a lot happening except on-going maintenance of facilities and walking tracks, a few school groups and several work-experience students.
Bird Walks

Leon Trembath runs monthly dawn Bird Walks in the Park. He runs the walk on the second Monday of each month, at about 1/2 an hour after dawn. If you are interested in bird spotting, or finding out more about the birds in the Park, then please contact Leon directly to let him know that you wish to attend. Leon can be contacted on 5186-1333 for further information and to register your attendance.

Lyrebird Survey Results

We thank our Friends from the Royal Botanic Gardens @ Cranbourne for their support in carrying out the Lyrebird Survey, and the support of Loy Yang Power in underwriting the cost for Breakfast afterwards, that was provided by the GuestHouse staff & other local helpers. Craig has now completed assessing all the results and it has shown that a total of 10 birds were observed by their calls at that time (this compares to a result of 11 in 2007). This equates to an approximate total of 35 birds in our small sample area and an extrapolation up to 1,500 in the entire Park area. 

From the Media…

** West Gippsland Catchment Authority has produced a draft Action Plan for the Strzelecki Ranges. Of particular note in the "Grand Ridge" Plan is reference to possible extensions to the Park to accommodate protection of greater areas of Forest, and protection for specific species including the following found in the Park: Slender Tree Fern, Skirted Tree Fern, Southern Blue Gum, Sticky Wattle, Netted Brake, Nerveless Pocket-Moss, Madeira Moss, Trachyloma, Australian Grayling, Growling Grass Frog, Grey Goshawk, Powerful Owl, Sooty Owl, Southern Toadlet, Strzelecki Burrowing Cray, Broad-toothed Rat, Eastern Pygmy Possum, River Blackfish & Striped Gudgeon. Mention is also made of the following weeds of significance that occur in the Park: Blackberry, Perennial thistle, Ragwort & Tutsan. Myrtle Wilt is also referred to as a threat to the biodiversity of the Park. Feedback on the Draft Action Plan can be made up until Friday 22nd August.

** "Cores and Links" Plans have been announced following an agreement by DSE and HVP Plantations in June. The Committee was in touch with Anne Westwood (Trust For Nature) shortly after this who stated that the two parties had not yet signed the official legal documents in relation to this proposal. While there has been a lot of discussion and angst about these plans, it has been difficult to obtain any clear picture of exactly what is entailed. Unfortunately, while Anne agreed to attend our recent Committee meeting, she was not able to do so at the last minute due to family commitments. Reference is made to this agreement in the West Gippsland Catchment Authority draft Action Plan (see above). At the time of writing this Newsletter it has just been announced that the 'deal' has been officially signed - we hope that some more detailed information can be provided at the Annual General Meeting on Saturday 13th September at 4pm.
** Sealing of Grand Ridge Road is another issue of significance for the National Park and us as a friends group. There are meetings being held, organised by BADRA, in conjunction with VicRoads & other interested parties. There is to be a meeting at 11am on Monday September 8th, at the Visitors Centre if you interested to attend, in relation to this issue. 

2009 Subscriptions are still the same - due NOW!

I would like to remind everyone that the Annual Subscriptions for the next 12 months are now due: $10 an individual, and $15 a family (two or more people). Our Treasurer is Pam Pattison, and cheques payable to the Friends of Tarra-Bulga National Park Inc. can be sent to Pam (c/- 2119 Grand Ridge Road, Balook 3971) or left at the Park Office. You may also leave cash at the Park Office for Craig to pass on to Pam, but please ensure that you leave it in a labelled envelope to make our life easier. (If you have not paid for the previous 12 months could you please do so as soon as possible)

Contact Details:

Peter Bryant: 5166-1759, or e-mail pskr4753@nex.net.au (President of Friends Group)
Ranger Craig Campbell: 5196-6166 (Park Office), 5172-2508 (Traralgon Office), or e-mail cjcampbe@parks.vic.gov.au (Park Postal Address is: 1652a Bulga Park Rd, Balook 3971)

Pam Pattison: 5196-6140 (Treasurer of Friends Group)
Leon Trembath: 5186-1333 (Bird Walks)

David Akers: 5189-1330

Web-site Address: www.home.vicnet.net.au/~bulga/welcome.html  
Items for inclusion in the Newsletter are always welcome. If you have any further questions or comments about anything in relation to the Park, please do not hesitate to contact the President of the Friends group, Peter Bryant, on 5166-1759 or by e-mail pskr4753@nex.net.au 

Incorporation number A0031385X








_1106051370.doc
[image: image1.png]






