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WINTER 2007

Congratulations - into the 21st Year!! Ranger Craig Campbell recently achieved a significant milestone in the life of Tarra-Bulga National Park. On the 15th July Craig reached 20 years working as Ranger at Tarra-Bulga National Park. He is officially our longest-serving Ranger in the Park, too. To mark the occasion Craig was 'feted' at a Surprise Dinner at the GuestHouse with about 38 of our Friends and family members. Highlights included the PowerPoint presentation outlining some of the achievements of Craig's time as Ranger, and the presentation of a framed photograph. If you would like to see a copy of the PowerPoint slide show please contact Peter Bryant.

Welcome to new volunteers 

Peter Burgess, Louis Koutsoumvos & Rhonda Gatt are new volunteers who have recently joined us. We hope that you find your time at the Park and with the Friends group rewarding.

The Kara Healey Memorial Environmental Monitoring Project

This project has commenced with the 'planting' of the first base into the ground at Gardiner's Track. The photographs to be taken at this site will monitor the impact of logging on Park boundary vegetation - including a stand of Sticky Wattle that is endemic to the Strzelecki Ranges, and found in no other parts of the world. 

Fungi Walk

Richard Appleton hosted a group of about 20 Friends and visitor's from the Sale & District Field Naturalists to his property on Saturday 12th May. This “Trust For Nature” property adjoining the Park was remarkable. While the main focus was on the fungi located around the site, it was of interest that several species of plant not found in the Park could be observed, as well as a geological feature (a quartz reef) that told something of the past history of the area. The slide presentation of various fungi and the walk were all of interest. Thanks to Richard for hosting us and for the splendid morning tea. 

Lyrebird Count

With perfect conditions, Saturday 16th June was the date for our most recent Lyrebird Count. This was undertaken using the information gained last year from the Lyrebird Survey Group and the Friends of Sherbrooke Forest.  A group of 5 Scouts and 2 Scout Leaders from the 2nd Korumburra Scouts joined Friends to make a total group of 19 to conduct the survey at new points around the Bulga section of the Park. Breakfast followed at the GuestHouse capably prepared by Robyn, Nick and Pam. A special thankyou to Loy Yang Power for their support of our Lyrebird Count and breakfast. It was a pleasure to have David Stickney from Loy Yang join us this year. Results of the Survey will be available shortly. 

As a point of interest,  I was chatting with Anita Valentine later on in the morning, as she had come to the Visitor's Centre to do her regular duty. On her way up to the Park that morning, along the Tarra Valley Road, she saw a male lyrebird cross the road in front of her, followed a moment later by a fox going in the opposite direction!

Ranger's Report

I was chuffed by the show of support that I received at the surprise dinner to celebrate my 20 years as Ranger at Tarra-Bulga. Thank you very much to all involved in arranging the evening and to everyone who came and those that sent greetings, I appreciate it very much. I have considered it a great privilege to be able to work in such a beautiful place and I hope to spend many more years there. Thank you to all the Friends and volunteers who help me to manage the Park and make my job easier and more enjoyable.
Many of you would be interested to know that Balook’s most famous resident, Cedric Ralph turned 100 during April and is still in pretty good health, mentally and physically. He is no longer living at Balook however and is in an aged care hostel in Melbourne. The Scenic Track has finally been reconstructed after the huge tree came down in the August 2005 snow storm. A section of new track was built around the tree and we have also built a new track linking the Scenic track through to the Visitor Centre so that people do not have to walk around the road – please point this out to them when you are on duty at the Centre. The tracks were built by a contractor and by one of the Friends, David Pattison, and they have made a great job of it - well done. My work in the Park has been assisted recently by a work crew from Fulham Prison who began the work of clearing the old section of the Scenic Track and also cleared out the drain and culverts along the road into Bulga car park. 
The Park received about 190mm of rain during the flood event on 27th June and this caused some washing out on the tracks and several trees to fall across tracks. We also had a 20cm (?) fall of snow on 18th July and this has caused more trees to come down and the need to trim along most tracks.
Update - Weed Pull

Those people who helped us at the Sycamore Maple weed-pull earlier this year will be pleased to know that the 'parent trees' of the Sycamore Maple located at Bob Saddington's property are to be removed. The West Gippsland Catchment Management Authority will enable this to happen with Bob's permission. Thanks Bob!

Update - Computer

New CD's of the Flora & Fauna of Victoria are now available for showing on the Computer in the Visitor's Centre. If you have suggestions of other items that would be of public interest to include on the Computer for access by visitors (and volunteers) please let Craig or one of the Committee members know. 

Biennial Friends Conference  

“A Climate of Change” is the theme for this Biennial Gathering of all the Friends Groups from across Victoria. David Akers & Peter Bryant will represent our Friends group at Rawson from 7–9 September. 

Change to Annual General Meeting Date

With the recent announcement of the Biennial Friends Conference, we have realised that this is scheduled for the same weekend as our Annual General Meeting. Consequently, we have decided to move our AGM to the following Saturday – 15th September – at 3pm. 

Dates for the rest of 2007
· 7-9 September – Biennial Friends Conference to be held at Rawson

· Saturday 8 15 September - Annual General Meeting. 3pm at the Visitor's Centre.

· Thursday 13 December - Carols by Candlelight. 8.30pm at the Visitor's Centre.

Bird Walks

Leon Trembath runs monthly dawn Bird Walks in the Park. He runs the walk on the second Monday of each month, at about 1/2 an hour after dawn. If you are interested in bird spotting, or finding out more about the birds in the Park, then please contact Leon directly to let him know that you wish to attend. Leon can be contacted on 5186-1333 for further information and to register your attendance.

2007 Subscriptions Due - nearly time for 2008!

I would like to remind everyone that the Annual Subscriptions are now due: $10 an individual, and $15 a family (two or more people). Our Treasurer is Pam Pattison, and cheques payable to the Friends of Tarra-Bulga National Park Inc. can be sent to Pam (c/- RMB 7570 Grand Ridge Road, Balook 3971) or left at the Park Office. You may also leave cash at the Park Office for Craig to pass on to Pam, but please ensure that you leave it in a labelled envelope to make our life easier.

Contact Details:

Peter Bryant: 5166-1759, or e-mail pskr4753@nex.net.au (President of Friends Group)
Ranger Craig Campbell: 5196-6166 (Park Office), 5172-2508 (Traralgon Office), or e-mail cjcampbe@parks.vic.gov.au (Park Postal Address is: 1652a Bulga Park Rd, Balook 3971)

Pam Pattison: 5196-6140 (Treasurer of Friends Group)
Leon Trembath: 5186-1333 (Bird Walks)

Web-site Address: www.home.vicnet.net.au/~bulga/welcome.html  
Items for inclusion in the Newsletter are always welcome. If you have any further questions or comments about anything in relation to the Park, please do not hesitate to contact the President of the Friends group, Peter Bryant, on 5166-1759 or by e-mail pskr4753@nex.net.au 
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