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NEWSLETTER = WINTER 2006

This newsletter updates you all on some events that have both occurred and are about to happen in connection with the Friends group.

Annual Lyrebird Count

This will be conducted on Saturday 12th August, meeting at the Visitor's Centre at 6am; Breakfast will follow at the GuestHouse. This will be the final Lyrebird Survey in this format as next year we hope to have an improved approach based on the recommendations given to us by the Lyrebird Survey Group. Please register with Craig Campbell immediately so that we can ensure that there is enough food and to ensure that we gain as complete coverage as possible to round off this approach to surveying the lyrebirds. 

Vale Mrs Healey

It is with sadness that we announce the passing of former Ranger Kara Healey recently - two weeks short of her 102nd birthday. Kara was the first woman Ranger in Victoria, and is well known for much of her naturalist interests - especially fungi. Thankyou to Annamarie MacInnes who represented the Friends group at the funeral. Kara took on the role of Caretaker/Ranger at Tarra Valley in 1951 following the death of her husband Jim who was in that job. She continued doing the work on her own for 12 years and during that time was responsible for collecting and having identified hundreds of plant and insect specimens with the result that Tarra-Bulga National Park has one of the most comprehensive species records of any park in Victoria. She discovered a previously unnamed fungus which was named in her honour Poria healeyi. After she retired she sold her bush property to the Bird Observers Club for considerably less than she had been offered by others and that property was then donated to the Park now forming a very significant part of the Tarra Valley that she loved. She has been recognised and honoured by Parks Victoria for the important part she played in developing this National Park.
Guest Visitors

At the start of June we were delighted to host the visit of Jan Incoll (and her husband Bill) from the Lyrebird Survey Group of Parks Victoria, and a member of the Friends of Sherbrooke Forest. A co-worker, Alex (16 years of age) accompanied Jan, who has been part of the regular surveys. Together they gave a very informative talk and PowerPoint presentation about their practical knowledge of lyrebirds. Some 20 people were present for the presentation, including some guests from the Sale Field Naturalists Group. On the Sunday a small group of 8 took a walk throughout the Bulga section of the Park. We were delighted to be rewarded with finding a lyrebird nest, and the indications of several more. There was also a lot of activity from the Lyrebirds with calls and mounds to be observed. 

Jan and Alex have recommended to us suggestions of how to improve our Annual Lyrebird Survey. These suggestions will be put into place for 2007. 

Jan and Alex have left us with some information about Lyrebirds that will help all with their better understanding of lyrebirds. Please see Craig for a loan of the materials that can be read in a small time frame, in an easy-to-read format.   

An interesting story about lyrebirds

When I was quite young I first heard about lyrebirds through a book I was given, "Blue Above the Trees" by Mavis Thorpe Clark. It tells the story of an early settler family to South Gippsland (McDonald's Track) in the late 1870's and early 1880's, their battle to survive in the bush, and the adventures of their 13-year old son, Simon, who endeavours to protect a family of lyrebirds from the forest clearing that was rapidly happening at that time.  

Bird Walk

Leon Trembath runs monthly dawn Bird Walks in the Park. He runs the walk on the second Monday each month, at about 1/2 an hour after dawn. If you are interested in bird spotting, or finding out more about the birds in the Park, then please contact Leon directly to let him know that you wish to attend. Leon can be contacted on 5186-1333.

Annual General Meeting

Saturday 9th September, 3pm at the Visitor's Centre, is the time for Friends members to meet and discuss how the past 12 months has progressed, and to look at future plans. Please plan to attend, and bring your ideas to guide us for the future. If you are interested in helping as a member of the Committee, now is the time to consider this and discuss it with Craig Campbell or Peter Bryant.

Events Summary
Saturday 12th August - Lyrebird Count

Saturday 9th September - Annual General Meeting

Thursday 14th December - Carols by Candlelight

· Contact details for Registering for these events:

Ranger Craig Campbell - 5196-6166, or Friends Group President Peter Bryant - 5166-1759

We're on the Web!

As a result of a lot of hard work by Lisa Blackman there is a draft web-site for the Friends of Tarra-Bulga National Park. The URL (address) for the web-site is: www.home.vicnet.net.au/~bulga/welcome.html  If you have any comments or suggestions for improving the information found on the site, please pass these on to Craig, or Peter Bryant (5166-1759 or e-mail: pskr4753@nex.net.au) 

· Please remember this is still only a draft and we are not going to rush into fully setting up something that is only half-done. 

· Do you have a home e-mail address? If so, please let Craig know so that we can include you in receiving any information that comes out. 

2006 Subscriptions Due!

With the changeover of Committee members at the last AGM, I would like to remind everyone that the Annual Subscriptions are now due: $10 an individual, and $15 a family (two or more people). Our new Treasurer is Pam Pattison, and cheques payable to the Friends of Tarra-Bulga National Park Inc. can be sent to Pam (c/- RMB Grand Ridge Road, Balook 3971) or left at the Park Office. You may also leave cash at the Park Office for Craig to pass on to Pam, but please ensure that you leave it in a labelled envelope to make our life easier.
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