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                                                                                         NEWSLETTER WINTER 2005

Welcome to everyone for this Winter edition of our Newsletter. Did you see this article last year? It is interesting to note the significance of the lyrebird being extended.
“World’s songbirds call Australia home”

A DNA study has found the northern hemisphere’s much-loved songbirds actually evolved in Australia 45 million years ago.

Australian bird experts said the findings, published this week in the US journal Proceedings of the national Academy of Sciences, overturned 200 years of assumptions about avian evolution.

The research by US and Swiss scientists, led by Keith Barker from the Bell Museum of Natural History in Minnesota, examined the DNA of passerida, or perching birds, which comprise half of the world’s bird species.

Mr Barker said it was previously thought that birds evolved in Europe and Asia about 40 million years ago, but DNA evidence showed the earliest passerida appeared in the western part of the ancient Gondwana supercontinent – the section that eventually formed Australia, New Zealand and New Guinea.

“That means all songbirds trace their origins to Australasia and New Guinea,” he said.

Nightingales, mockingbirds, cardinals, robins, finches and other songbirds are not native to Australia.

But Australian Museum assistant director Les Christidis said Australian passerida, such a lyrebirds, bower birds and honeyeaters, were living examples of millions of years of evolution. 

He said Mr Barker’s work built on that of Australian researchers in the late 1980’s.
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►► Would you like the chance to hear (and maybe even see) this ancestral songbird in action? 
Join us for the annual “Lyrebird Count” on Saturday 6th August. We are meeting at the Information Centre at 6am for a briefing before participating in the survey. Breakfast is provided afterwards at the Guest House. 

* To register please contact Craig Campbell on 5196-6166 as soon as possible.
►► Welcome to new Volunteers, Cathy Trembath, Geoffrey Hore & Sandra Walker, and Ian Reed. It is always great to have new faces about – we hope that you find your time with us, and at the Park, fulfilling. 

With new people come new ideas, and new opportunities. We are always open to new suggestions and new directions – so please feel free to contact any of the committee, or Ranger Craig Campbell, with suggestions. This offer is not only for our new Volunteers, but is open to anyone connected with the Friends group.
►► Talking of our Committee, these are the current members:

Peter Bryant (President) – 5166-1759

Judy Kennedy (Vice President) – 5182-5889

Angie Gutowski (Secretary) – 5183-9100 (B)

David Akers (Treasurer) – 5189-1330
Robyn Bull (Public Officer) – 5196-6141

Pam Pattison – 5196-6140

Craig Campbell (ex-officio – Ranger) – 5196-6166

►► Saturday 10th September at 3pm is the time for our Annual General Meeting. Please consider your role in the running of your Group, and if you wish to have a greater say in the running of the Friends consider coming onto the Committee. Nomination Forms are available from Angie or Craig.
►► Some preliminary planning for 2006 is starting to commence. If you have any suggestions for activities of special programs, please contact one of the Committee members as soon as possible.

►► The weekend of activity with Bruce Fuhrer was most successful, with many people taking the opportunity to learn more about the Park and its fungi from a well-known expert. Bruce has also had a second visit to the Park since then, when the fungi were more developed with the wet weather. 

►► Have you noticed the new Refrigerator and CD/Cassette Player in the Office of the Visitor’s Centre? These were purchased with the left-over funds from the Centenary Grant from Wellington Shire. 

►► The recently announced “Tour of Gippsland” (a top national bike race) will be passing through Balook and the Park on Thursday 4th August. We understand that the main focus time will be between 10am and 12 midday. As this is a racing event (different from the Great Victorian Bike Ride), it is more likely that the riders will only be passing through, although marshal’s etc. may still be around that day.

►► Final reminder that your subscriptions for 2005 are now due, if you have not already paid. The cost is $10 an individual, and $15 for a Family. These can be sent to our Treasurer David Akers.
►► From the Ranger: The Park is quieter now with some very cold weather and better rainfall (in June at least). We have been working on a lot of minor maintenance jobs and installed several new signs including; new track signs at the Visitor Centre, new regulatory signs at Bulga, a major entrance sign on the Bulga Park Road and new interpretive signs around the Tarra Valley tracks. We have also put some track-marker posts on the Forest Track to mark the direction of that track more clearly. There have been several school groups through the Park in recent months.
