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NEWSLETTER WINTER 2004
CENTENARY YEAR = 2004

WELCOME!!
July is our Centenary Month, with the celebration of 100 years since the gazetting of Bulga Park in
1904. July 27   is the special day, and we look forward to welcoming the Hon John Thwaites, Deputy Premier and Minister for Environment & Water on this occasion. He will be launching the official history of Tarra-Bulga National Park and announcing the Centenary of the Park. Mark Stone, CEO for Parks Victoria will also be joining the Deputy Premier and other guests.
A special welcome is given to new volunteers: Anita & Graham Valentine from Tarra Valley. We look forward to getting to know you better, and hope that you enjoy your time as part of the Friends group. We have also had the services of a work experience student, James O'Mara over the past several weeks. Thankyou for your work - we hope you learnt a lot to help with your tertiary studies.
->th
UPDATES
«*»  Another special Centenary 'event' was the 100m Birthday of Mrs Kara McKeon (Healey) one of our well-known former Rangers. Kara and her family celebrated this day during June. I understand that Parks Victoria took the occasion to also honour Kara.
*  Did you see the Channel 7 "Coxy on Tour" program that showed our Heritage Picnic Day? If you didn't Peter Bryant has a copy of the program for you to view.
*t»  Have you noticed the new carpet in parts of the Visitor's Centre, as well as the new upholstery on
the lounge chairs? A nice spruce up for the Centre. <»  The artwork that Erika Algie organised at the Heritage Picnic Day has been all sewn together
and put onto a wonderful wooden frame and hanger. This will be on display in the Visitor's
Centre at the centenary, becoming a permanent addition to the Centre and a reminder of this
special day. Thank you to Erika for all her work on this.
*«»  Remember the post and rail fence work done at the Heritage Picnic Day? This has now been fully completed with the assistance of David Pattison and Ken Jelleff, and installed at the front 'gate' of the Park. What another great reminder of this day, and a grand entry to the Visitor's Centre.
«J»   Some new panels for the display in the Visitor's Centre are currently being prepared. We hope they will be available shortly.
WINTER OPERATING HOURS
From Monday 12th July to Friday 17th September, the operating hours for the Visitor's Centre will be 11am to 3pm. If you are down to volunteer in the Visitor's Centre during this time, please note
the adjusted times of operation.

Please remember that this 3-month operation of adjusted hours of operation is a TRIAL as a result of the survey conducted last year. We look forward to feedback from all those who make use of the centre during this 3 month period. It is best if any comments are passed back to Craig Campbell or Peter Bryant ASAP, so that we can best review the changed hours. There will be opportunity for some initial discussion at the AGM in September (see later).
CENTENARY LYREBIRD COUNT
On Saturday 14th August, we will be having our Annual Lyrebird Count. We are hoping that for the
first time we will have enough people to cover all survey sites. While invitations will be going out to
the various organisations that have helped us out in the past, it would be great to have as many of our
own Friends present on this special occasion.
Please meet at 6am in the Visitor's Centre for a briefing before going out to do the 1-hour survey.
Afterwards, join us in the GuestHouse for complimentary breakfast.
If you intend helping on the day please let Ranger Craig Campbell know ASAP so that we can start
to finalise catering arrangements.
WHAT ARE WE ON ABOUT?
At the commencement of the Friends of Tarra-Bulga National Park in 1994 a draft "Statement of Purpose" was prepared. This Statement has not been reviewed in the 10-year period of operation of our Friends group. As we approach our 10th Anniversary the Committee decided it might be a good idea to have a re-look at this Statement. I am copying it below for your benefit:
FRIENDS OF TARRA-BULGA NATIONAL PARK STATEMENT OF PURPOSES
1.   To bring together people with a common interest in the Park.
2.   To assist Park management maintain, develop and promote the Park.
3.   To assist
(a) in making the Visitor's Centre an attractive place
(b) in making the Visitor's Centre an interesting place
(c) in making the Visitor's Centre an educational facility for the public
(d) in staffing the Centre.
4.   To undertake or assist with special projects selected by the Friends in consultation with Park management.
***  Do you have any thoughts or comments that you wish to make about this Statement? Please pass them on to one of the Committee members - Peter Bryant, Pam Pattison, Angie Gutowski, Judy Kennedy, David Akers, Lindsay Cayzer or Craig Campbell - preferably before the end of July. We will endeavour to finalise this Statement at our Committee meeting on Monday 2nd August, ready for AGM.
Talking of our AGM, the date for this year's Annual General Meeting has been set for Saturday 1 ln September, 3pm at the Visitor's Centre. Please make every effort to attend so that we can finalise the Statement of Purposes, review the past 12 months, elect committee members for the next 12 months, and conduct any other discussions that you wish to raise.
OTHER CENTENARY DATES FOR 2004
**   Saturday 11th September-AGM of the Friends group
*  Thursday 16th December - Friends 10th Anniversary BBQ & Carols by Candlelight
Please put these dates in your diary now, and plan to participate. More information will come
__
out closer to the events - please read the Newsletters carefully for details!         ___
<*  We are always on the lookout for any interesting articles or news items to be included in our Newsletter each Quarter. If you do have anything, or any suggestions for how we could improve on our Newsletter, please contact Peter Bryant.
FROM RANGER Craig
_^        ___^_-
^                                                                           ^
Well winter is certainly upon us with some very cold weather and plenty of rain, which is excellent. The locals tell me that there has been some snow in the air but not enough to settle yet. The Lyrebirds certainly like it and are very active at the moment, we have had a lot of reports from visitors of sightings and 'hearings'.
I have spent a lot of time in the last couple of months tracking down historic photo's for the history of the park book and we are now very close to going to the printers. I am very much looking forward to seeing the final result and hope everyone will get a copy and get a lot of enjoyment from it.
UPDATE OUR RECORDS
If you have an e-mail address, please contact Peter Bryant or Craig Campbell by e-mail so that we
can facilitate better communication with our members.
Contact details for the Friends Group are:
Craig Campbell (Ranger) - 5196-6166, or cjcampbe(g)parks.vic.gov.au
Peter Bryant (President) - 5166-1759, or pskr4753@nex.net.au
SUBSCRIPTIONS - NOW DUE
*  Fees are now due for 2004 -no change to the subscription rate from 2003. $10 an individual, or $15 for a family of 2 or more people. Cheques may be sent to our Treasurer: David Akers, RMB 7108 Napier Road, Won Wron 3971, with cheques made out to "Friends of Tarra-Bulga National Park Inc." preferably before the end of the month.
Remember that your annual Subscription to be a member of the Friends group covers all the newsletter costs as well as paying for small incidental costs (such as the annual Incorporation, VNPA & Friends Network fees) and running of specific events (e.g. Carols by Candlelight). All of the items for sale in the Visitor's Centre have been purchased 'up-front' by the Friends group, as a source of on-going revenue to the Group.
We try to keep our costs down as low as possible, and the use of e-mail for most of our printed materials and correspondence is very useful for this.
