
[image: image1.png]


NEWSLETTER WINTER 2003
Upcoming Events

Lyrebird Survey – Saturday 16th August – please meet at the Visitor’s Centre at 6am for briefing, before heading out for the survey. Breakfast is provided at the GuestHouse afterwards (courtesy of the Cayzer’s and Loy Yang). If you intend participating please contact Craig Campbell NOW.

Annual General Meeting – Saturday 13th September – 4pm at the Visitor’s Centre. It would be great to have each Volunteer/Friends member present to assist with discussions. Several Friends will receive “Service Awards” (for the first time or upgrades). Please contact Craig Campbell or Peter Bryant if you have agenda items and/or you are interested in nominating for a position on the Committee.

Great Victorian Bike Ride – Wednesday 3rd December – lunch break will be at the Visitor’s Centre. We will be requiring the services of as many Friends/Volunteers as we can on this day for the anticipated 2,000 or more people who will be coming through on this date. The following day (Thursday 4th December) is a rest day for the cyclists in Yarram. We are anticipating another influx of visitor’s on that day, too. Please put aside these dates - more information to follow.

Carols by Candlelight – Thursday 18th December – more details to follow, but put the date into your diary.

Ranger’s Report

Craig recently reported that all track upgrading has now been completed with the support of the Prisoner’s from Won Wron. A great achievement! The fencing work at the Cyathea Falls (Tarra Valley) has also been completed to make the area up to recent safety requirements. 

Have you noticed the new sign posts at Bulga, Tarra Valley and the Visitor’s Centre? Essentially, they guide any visitor’s to the Visitor’s Centre for information before setting out to the various parts of the National Park. 

Media Update

There is more and more publicity about the Park appearing in local papers, magazines etc. Some of this is directly as a result of the upcoming Centenary of the Park, but others are due to the ongoing publicity to ‘our’ very well known Park. Examples of recent mentions, include:

· Yarram Standard – article on the Park, Ranger Craig and the Centenary.

· Latrobe Valley Express and Yarram Standard – Letter to the Editor about the great work of the Won Wron Prisoner’s in the Park, that will be missed with the Prison closure.

· Parkwatch (VNPA) – article on the Park Centenary.

· Parks Victoria web-site – Corrigan’s Bridge is on the Front Page as acknowledgement of the Centenary coming up.

Also, look out for an upcoming article in the “Royalauto” magazine on the Grand Ridge Road, Tarra-Bulga National Park, and the Centenary. Gail Wright (who is Park Victoria’s Regional Media Liaison person) is assisting with a lot of the publicity. More publicity will be forthcoming.

Other News

We do appreciate the work of each of you as volunteers/members. More volunteers are required to assist in keeping the Visitor Centre open and functioning well. At present we are drafting up a new brochure to assist with seeking more volunteers. As more details become available we will let you know. If you have interested friends, please invite them along for a day at the Centre.

At the recent International Ranger’s Conference held at Wilson’s Promontory National Park, there was a feature on Mrs Healey, one of the early Rangers at Tarra-Bulga. Mrs Healey is recognised as Victoria’s first female ranger. The display and other selected items will be available to us during our Centenary year.

The “Save Our Strzelecki’s (SOS)” group has contacted us with details of a Forest Rally to be held on the steps of Victoria’s Parliament House on Wednesday 27th August at 12 noon. More details and information is available from Peter Bryant, or contact the SOS web-site at http://members.dcsi.net.au/kimjulie
Contact details:

Craig Campbell (Ranger) – Park Office 5196-6166, or Traralgon Parks Victoria Office 5172-2111

Peter Bryant (President) – 5166-1759, or 720 Clarkes Road Hazelwood North, or pskr4753@nex.net.au
Survey

At our recent FOTBNP Committee meeting, some discussion was held about the hours of opening of the Visitor’s Centre. There is a view that maybe the hours of opening should be reduced during the Winter period, when visitors to the Park are much less. In order to assist with clarifying whether this could be effective, we would ask each member/volunteer to complete the very short survey below and return it to Peter Bryant (see contact details above) by Friday 29th August:

Tarra Bulga National Park Visitor’s Centre - Hours of Operation Survey

* Please circle best response

Do you think that the Visitor’s Centre should be open for a shorter period of time during Winter?




YES 


NO

IF there is to be reduced Opening times at the Visitor’s Centre, what times do you believe would be best?

11am – 4pm

10.30am – 3.30pm

11am – 3pm 
Other time: _________________

Which months of the year do you believe are best suited for reduced hours IF introduced?

APRIL 
MAY 

JUNE

JULY
AUGUST
SEPTEMBER

OCTOBER

Other comments and/or reasons for view:

Please return to Peter Bryant by Friday 29th August at the latest.

Peter Bryant, 720 Clarkes Road, Hazelwood North 3840. E-mail pskr4753@nex.net.au

Incorporation number A0031385X
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