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NEWSLETTER

WINTER  2002 

It has been a cool winter at Tarra-Bulga National Park but not a lot of rain and one of those few winters when we didn’t get a snow covering. There was 313mm of rain for the winter period which is well below our 15-year average of 440mm. The Park has been fairly quiet although there have still been plenty of people around and there have been a lot of Lyrebird sightings.

Visitor Centre 

We had 1,350 visitors to the Centre during winter compared with about 12,000 to the Park as a whole. Takings from sales were $244 and the audiovisual was shown 50 times.

Kath Bye reports that three different visitors saw a Kookaburra swallowing a small snake on the Tarra Valley Road on August 25th. It apparently created quite a bit of interest and one of the visitors recorded it on the animal sightings sheet as a “brown – yellow underside snake”

New moulded-plastic brochure display containers have gone in at the Centre, which looks a whole lot better and more professional than the old cabinet. Please keep them topped up when you are on duty.

From the visitors book: - “a Visitor Centre that lets kids touch things – brilliant” “Wonderful hidden secret” “very prettiful” (sic) (last one was probably a child but I like it) and a man from New York wrote “most beautiful place I have ever seen”!

Activities

The annual Lyrebird Survey was held on August 17th with 14 Scouts and their leaders from 1st Churchill Scout Group helping out. The morning went well and the young people did a good job and seemed to enjoy themselves. We finished with a yummy cooked breakfast at the Guest House. There were six definite recorded birds and one possible within the surveyed area, which is consistent with previous years.

The AGM is coming up on Saturday 14th September, see enclosed letter.

The next Friends activity will be a Ranger guided walk along the Forest Track. Meet at the Visitor Centre at 10.00am on Sunday 17th November.

On Sunday the 15th of December Parks Victoria will be providing a barbecue for the local Friends groups to be held at Morwell NP in the Kerry Rd Picnic Area. From about 5.30pm on. All welcome.

Rangers Report

Finally the Scenic Track is finished and it has been worth the wait, as it looks fantastic. The boys from Won Wron have done a great job and I encourage everyone to have a walk around this lovely track and see how good it is.

We had a good display of fungus this season, with particular interest a large display of the luminous fungi, Pleurotus nidiformis (Ghost Fungi) at the top of the Bulga car park. This fungus can be seen to glow in the dark, giving off a pale green light.

During June I had a year ten student from Traralgon Secondary College doing work experience with me for two weeks and another from Holmesglen TAFE is due to spend a week here soon.

The Park was pleased to be able to host the launch of a new brochure and roadside signage attended by the State Tourism Minister, Wellington Shire Mayor and other dignitaries. This project was undertaken by the local residents group and they have done a great job in recording and marking local sites of historic importance and interest. The brochure is available and on display at the Visitor Centre.

Over winter the Park has had visits from the Trafalgar Probus club, Lowanna Secondary College, East Gippsland TAFE, Yarram Secondary College, Kurnai College, Pembroke Primary School, St Mary’s Newborough, and St Kieran’s Moe.

Poem

The following poem was written by Frank Gorton a visitor to the Park from Wauchope in NSW. Mr Gorton wrote the poem ‘on the spot’ after he had walked through the Park and was greatly impressed with what he saw. Bill Allan was on duty and can testify that it was done right in front of him.

Tarra-Bulga National Park

Travel on the Highway

And little do you see

But our hosts from Toongabbie

Had a great surprise for me

A drive up to Strzelecki

To forests tall and thick

Make Parks from other places

Really do look sick

Mountain Ash and Myrtle

Is a really wondrous sight

To sit and have a picnic

Is a traveller’s true delight

To be able to take a quite stroll

Beneath these regal giants

Make friends with all the tree ferns

Are some of the Parks delights

So to all who are responsible

We give our heartfelt thanks

That we can see this lovely place

And walk among its ranks. 

If you have any items for the newsletter please contact Pam Pattison on 51966140,  mail Grand Ridge Road, Balook 3971,  e-mail balook@net-tech.com.au or Ranger Craig on 51966166,  mail Tarra-Bulga National Park Balook, 3971,  e-mail cjcampbe@parks.vic.gov.au 







