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SUMMER 2008

As promised, I am providing a quick update with the latest information for you all about the activities for this year. There are some confirmed dates now, although these may have changed since our last Newsletter. 

10 Days to Go - Weed Pull in Tarra Valley!

Saturday 15th March is the date for our Annual Weed Pull in the Tarra Valley area. We have had some success with removing Sycamore Maple seedlings, as well as having some work at removing the "Parent" Trees. So, the more people we have present, the better the outcomes. Please meet at the Tarra Valley Car Park at 10am, prepared for some work. We will conclude the activity with a BBQ lunch provided for all.

Avlyn Lewis

Friends who have assisted for a number of years may know Avlyn Lewis. Avlyn's health has not been the best in recent years, and while she has had some good months recently, I am saddened to report that her health has deteriorated. The Committee has sent her some flowers and a card, and wish her all the best, on behalf of all Friends. 

Other Activities for 2008 

· Visit by the Friends of the Royal Botanical Gardens (Cranbourne) on the weekend of June 7 - 9 (Queen's Birthday Long Weekend). The Lyrebird Count Survey will now be held on Sunday 8th June, and will include some of the Friends from Cranbourne area. Yes, this is a new date! Please change the one in your diary.

· Saturday 13th September - Annual General Meeting of the Friends group. More details closer to the time.

· Thursday 18th December - Carols by Candlelight
* We are finalising details of a special presentation in relation to Owls. This will take the form of an evening BBQ tea, talk and night walk in the Park. Finalised date for this event in the second half of the year will be provided in the next Newsletter.

Future Directions

At the Annual General Meeting held last September a question was asked about any long term planning and projects that the Committee had in mind. This question prompted us to put pen-to-paper over a number of things we have talked about, or things that hadn't quite firmed up yet for the Committee. However, we have tried to put together a list of different activities, projects etc that Volunteers might keep in mind, and if you are interested or keen to be involved please let the Committee know.

· Kara Healey Environmental Monitoring Project - besides the current and ongoing photo-monitoring work, other areas to be developed include: GPS of Myrtle Wilt in the Park; GPS of weeds in the Park; Mountain Hickory monitoring; further exploration of Park Boundaries - particularly in relation to the proposed 'Cores & Links' areas.

· Extensions to the Park - several sites have been suggested, some of which are currently being worked on, with others yet to be promoted.

· Relining of the Water Tanks to the Visitor's Centre - the Federal Grant has now arrived into our Bank Account and the materials ordered.

· Infrastructure Projects - BBQ signs at Tarra Valley, Seats at the Tarra Falls (and maybe some other locations), and Picnic Table replacements at Tarra Valley and at the Visitor's Centre

· 2009 is the Centenary of Tarra Valley (National Park) section of the Park. The suggestion is to write a small booklet of the life and work of Kara Healey ready for the Centenary.

2009 & onwards:

· Replanting of  two sites within the Park, or at the Boundaries - the Grand Ridge Road site that was initially proposed for the Visitors Centre, and a site very close to Iona.

· Another sizeable publication on the Flora & Fauna of the Park, updating/reprinting of various brochures, the 'Cores & Links' plan to be monitored, visit to another Park/Friends group etc.

If you have any comments on any of the above suggestions, or have other ideas, please let us know as soon as possible so that we can throw these into the melting pot for consideration and development. It is probably best to speak to Craig, Peter or one of the Committee Members.

Ranger's Report 
This summer has been a busy period in the Park for visitors and many projects completed. Since the last newsletter we have replaced the interpretive signs around the Fern Gully Track, completely resurfaced the Ash Track, replaced a washed out culvert on Diaper Track and had the tracks to the toilets at the Visitors Centre asphalted.
Additionally a spray crew has worked for two days in the park spraying blackberry and Tutsan in the Tarra Valley area and the Park has been featured in the local paper The Yarram Standard.
A much milder summer with reasonable rain fall has seen a significantly quieter fire season which we all appreciate.
Bird Walks

Leon Trembath runs monthly dawn Bird Walks in the Park. He runs the walk on the second Monday of each month, at about 1/2 an hour after dawn. If you are interested in bird spotting, or finding out more about the birds in the Park, then please contact Leon directly to let him know that you wish to attend. Leon can be contacted on 5186-1333 for further information and to register your attendance.

2008 Subscriptions Due NOW!

I would like to remind everyone that the Annual Subscriptions are now due: $10 an individual, and $15 a family (two or more people). Our Treasurer is Pam Pattison, and cheques payable to the Friends of Tarra-Bulga National Park Inc. can be sent to Pam (c/- 2119 Grand Ridge Road, Balook 3971) or left at the Park Office. You may also leave cash at the Park Office for Craig to pass on to Pam, but please ensure that you leave it in a labelled envelope to make our life easier.

Contact Details:

Peter Bryant: 5166-1759, or e-mail pskr4753@nex.net.au (President of Friends Group)
Ranger Craig Campbell: 5196-6166 (Park Office), 5172-2508 (Traralgon Office), or e-mail cjcampbe@parks.vic.gov.au (Park Postal Address is: 1652a Bulga Park Rd, Balook 3971)

Pam Pattison: 5196-6140 (Treasurer of Friends Group)
Leon Trembath: 5186-1333 (Bird Walks)

David Akers: 5189-1330

Web-site Address: www.home.vicnet.net.au/~bulga/welcome.html  
Items for inclusion in the Newsletter are always welcome. If you have any further questions or comments about anything in relation to the Park, please do not hesitate to contact the President of the Friends group, Peter Bryant, on 5166-1759 or by e-mail pskr4753@nex.net.au 
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