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SUPPLEMENTARY NEWSLETTER = SUMMER 2007

I hope everyone had a very restful Christmas & New Year holiday period! It has been a busy one for the Park with many visitors coming through during this period. I would like to thank everyone who helped in every way (however small) to make the Summer Vacation period run smoothly despite the many challenges of weather and fire. I am going to single out one person who really put in a big effort during this time - Richard Florey - besides manning the Visitor's Centre on frequent occasions, he also did a lot of other jobs around the place to make things run smoothly. Cleaning toilets, small maintenance and a range of other tasks were completed behind the scenes, for which we are all very grateful. I would also like to make mention of David Pattison who assisted in cleaning up a small oil spill in the Car Park at the Visitor's Centre one afternoon, too. But to all who helped in any way, a big thankyou for making things run smoothly despite trying conditions!

Craig Campbell (Ranger) has spent a large amount of time away assisting with fire duty throughout the December/January period, including night duties! We hope you are now feeling fully rested after your very busy time. It is good news that the Great Divide fires are now officially 'contained'. 

Waterwatch in Tarra Valley

The West Gippsland Waterwatch team are planning a family-type event on Sunday 25th March, 10am-12.30pm at Tarra Valley. It will be a walk along the Cyathea Waterfall track and doing a macroinvertebrate sample. Lunch (BYO) will be held at the end of the session. If you are interested, please contact Marni Speed on 5175-7800 (or mobile 0438-508-361) to register. 

Dates for 2007
In the last newsletter of 2006 dates for activities occurring throughout 2007 were given. Unfortunately, some dates were omitted, or had been lost with time. Also, with the movement of people maybe not everyone got a copy of the Newsletter (Summer 2006/2007) which mainly came out by e-mail. Anyway, here is the full set of dates for the coming year. Please put them in your diary now and plan to attend as many as you can.

· Saturday 17 March - Weed-pull. Meet at Tarra Valley, 10am, with a BBQ lunch to follow (sausages provided - BYO drinks and other food).

· Sunday 25 March - Waterwatch macroinvertebrate survey. Meet at Tarra Valley at 10am, with BYO lunch to follow (see above for further details)

· Saturday 12 May - visit to Richard Appleton's property to view fungi and other plants of interest, 10.30am for morning tea & slide show. Walk & BYO lunch.

· Saturday 16 June - Lyrebird Count. Note that this is a modified date due to the recommendation of the Lyrebird Survey Group. (14 July is the back-up date if the weather should prove unsuitable)

· Saturday 8 September - Annual General Meeting. 3pm at the Visitor's Centre.

· Thursday 13 December - Carols by Candlelight. 8.30pm at the Visitor's Centre.

Bird Walks

Leon Trembath runs monthly dawn Bird Walks in the Park. He runs the walk on the second Monday of each month, at about 1/2 an hour after dawn. If you are interested in bird spotting, or finding out more about the birds in the Park, then please contact Leon directly to let him know that you wish to attend. The next walk is on Monday 12th March. Leon can be contacted on 5186-1333 to register your attendance.

Ranger's Report

I would like to echo Peter’s words of thanks to all who helped out in the Park during the summer holiday period. As you know I wasn’t around for much of the time being away at the fires and without your help I’m sure the Park would have been a mess and the visitors would have had a much less enjoyable experience. Special thanks to Richard for all the extra work he did and to Pam for organising the roster. For your interest; the Park had over 30,000 visitors during December/January with nearly 3,000 of them going through the Visitor Centre. For the year 2006 the Park had 122,000 visitors, 10,000 through the VC, we showed the slides 340 times, took $1,883 in sales and there was 1038mm of rain, which is about ⅔ average (not enough!).
Computer

A lot of interest has been shown in the Historical Photos display shown on the new Computer in the Visitor's Centre. When you turn on the Computer it will automatically set to running the display - thanks to Richard Florey. If you have suggestions of other items that would be of public interest to include on the Computer for access by visitors (and volunteers) please let Craig or one of the Committee members know. 

2007 Subscriptions Due!

I would like to remind everyone that the Annual Subscriptions are now due: $10 an individual, and $15 a family (two or more people). Our Treasurer is Pam Pattison, and cheques payable to the Friends of Tarra-Bulga National Park Inc. can be sent to Pam (c/- RMB Grand Ridge Road, Balook 3971) or left at the Park Office. You may also leave cash at the Park Office for Craig to pass on to Pam, but please ensure that you leave it in a labelled envelope to make our life easier.

Items for inclusion in the Newsletter are always welcome. If you have any further questions or comments about anything in relation to the Park, please do not hesitate to contact the President of the Friends group, Peter Bryant, on 5166-1759 or by e-mail pskr4753@nex.net.au 
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