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NEWSLETTER = SUMMER 2006/07

A very merry Christmas and a happy New Year to everyone! It is hard to believe that it is very close to the end of the year. It seems to have been quite a busy year in many ways. I think the greatest challenges are yet before us with the out-of-season weather. Craig reports that October's rainfall was the lowest since 1904! This is just symptomatic of our weather at present. 

A very warm welcome to Mimi Sabina, a new volunteer to the Friends group. We hope that your time with the Friends is rewarding and that you enjoy your time at the Park.  

Dates for 2007

Saturday 12 May - visit to Richard Appleton's property to view fungi and other plants of interest.

Saturday 16 June - Lyrebird Count. Note that this is a modified date due to the recommendation of the Lyrebird Survey Group. (14 July is the back-up date if the weather should prove unsuitable)
Thursday 13 December - Carols by Candlelight.

* Please enter these dates in your new 2007 diary so that you can attend and support these activities. 

BUSHFIRES

The major concern at present is the issue of Bushfires. No doubt each one of us has been impacted in some way by the events of the past few weeks, and it is so early in the summer period yet. With this in mind, there have been some instructions provided for Volunteers in the Office of the Visitor's Centre for when you are on duty. Please ensure that on your arrival for duty that you familiarise yourself with its contents. 
In essence, if there is report of a fire in the area, please contact 000 with the appropriate information as soon as possible. There is a battery-operated radio provided in the Office, that needs tuning to the local ABC (100.7 FM) for up-to-date fire information. A decision will need to be made about whether the Visitor's Centre becomes a Refuge for the fire (the Theatrette is the most safe place) if you cannot leave the area. Mops and buckets are also provided for any embers that may land. Please follow any instructions given by the Emergency Services personnel so as to provide the best and safest support for any visitors, or for your own safe departure. 

* When you are on duty at the Visitor's Centre this summer, please make every effort to keep the Visitors Centre tidy and clean, and maybe even help with some vacuuming or other 'cleaning duties'. If you wish, please check that there is sufficient toilet paper and hand towel in the Toilets (there is spare paper in the Office). Already this summer Craig has had a significant amount of time away from the Park in fighting fires and he is not expected to be present at the Park for much of this summer. There is no organised back-up cleaning etc for when Craig is absent.  By everyone doing a little extra it will make life easier for everyone who spends time at the Park this summer while Parks Victoria staff are involved with other urgent fire duties. Please also assist by maybe volunteering for extra duty at the Visitors Centre, and/or booking in for duty at the Visitor's Centre rather than waiting for someone to contact you about doing a Duty Day. We appreciate your support over this summer period.  
Ranger's Report

There is no Report provided by Craig for this Newsletter due to his involvement with the Bushfires. 

Computer

The new computer has been placed in the Visitor's Centre where the historical photos have been placed on 'continuous run' for visitors to see. Instructions will be provided for setting this up when you are on duty. Over a period of time more information will be provided on the Computer for use by visitors. 

Bird Walk

Leon Trembath runs monthly dawn Bird Walks in the Park. He runs the walk on the second Monday each month, at about 1/2 an hour after dawn. If you are interested in bird spotting, or finding out more about the birds in the Park, then please contact Leon directly to let him know that you wish to attend. The next walk is on Monday 8th January. Leon can be contacted on 5186-1333 to register your attendance.

"Cores and Links"

The other big news for the Strzlecki's has been the announcement of the buy back of the "Cores and Links" area. While this has no direct bearing on the Park at present, it is a major issue that will impact the Park in the future. Please keep tuned to further developments. Craig has a map showing where this land is, and how it relates to the Park, if you wish to find out more about this new development.  

Carols by Candlelight

At the last minute it was decided to cancel this years Carols by Candlelight due to the difficult weather conditions. While there was no fire risk at the time, it was felt more appropriate to encourage people to stay at home to provide an element of security and less possibility of coming across trees down, reduce traffic in mountainous or remote areas. We thank people for their understanding in this matter at what was quite a difficult time for many people. It was felt better to err on the side of caution and prevention than proceed with a public event under difficult weather conditions. We hope that this did not cause too much difficulty for people at the time. 

2007 Subscriptions Due!

I would like to remind everyone that the Annual Subscriptions are now due: $10 an individual, and $15 a family (two or more people). Our Treasurer is Pam Pattison, and cheques payable to the Friends of Tarra-Bulga National Park Inc. can be sent to Pam (c/- RMB Grand Ridge Road, Balook 3971) or left at the Park Office. You may also leave cash at the Park Office for Craig to pass on to Pam, but please ensure that you leave it in a labelled envelope to make our life easier.

Items for inclusion in the Newsletter are always welcome. If you have any further questions or comments about anything in relation to the Park, please do not hesitate to contact the President of the Friends group, Peter Bryant, on 5166-1759 or by e-mail pskr4753@nex.net.au 
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