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NEWSLETTER = SUPPLEMENTARY SUMMER 2006

Welcome to this special Summer Supplementary Newsletter!

The purpose of this Supplement is to inform Friends and other readers of the special events being held this year. Please record dates for events in your Diaries now so that you can participate in and fully enjoy each activity.

Firstly, though, we wish speedy recovery for two significant people in the life of the Friends group - Avlyn Lewis and Bob Saddington who have been far from well recently.

Work Day

Saturday 18th March is a day set aside for assisting Craig and the other Parks Victoria staff in clearing out Sycamore Maple and Tutsan from within the Park close to Tarra Valley. The time to meet at Tarra Valley Car Park is 10am, where we will proceed to the area to be cleared. A BBQ lunch will follow, using the newly completed Electric BBQ (this was built using Grant money we received from the Foundation for Regional & Rural Renewal and the ANZ Bank). The Friends Group will supply Sausages, Bread, Sauce, but please bring your own drinks and other food to have with the BBQ. Please contact Ranger Craig Campbell to register, and for further information. (NOTE: due to the nature of the work it is recommended that children under the age of 16 not participate in this particular activity)

Guest Visitors

This year we have the pleasure of having a focus on our very own special Lyrebirds. We are delighted to announce that we will have Jan Incoll from the Lyrebird Survey Group of Parks Victoria, and a member of the Friends of Sherbrooke Forest. She will be sharing some of the work they do and their experience/knowledge gained from their regular monthly surveys. A co-worker, Alex (16 years of age) will accompany Jan, who has been part of the regular surveys. Alex received an award as "Young Environmentalist of the Year - 2003" given by the Shire of Yarra Ranges for his work in Lyrebird surveying. Together they will be giving a Power Point presentation of their work on Saturday 3rd June at 3pm in the Visitor's Centre. Afternoon Tea will follow this presentation and discussion - please bring a plate of afternoon tea to share. This event will be timed to finish so that those who do not like to travel at night can still participate and get home before dark.

The next day, Sunday 4th June, we will be doing an early morning walk with Jan and Alex to (hopefully) view some of our own lyrebirds, commencing at 8am, from the Visitor's Centre. Please register with Peter Bryant.

Annual Lyrebird Count

This will be conducted on Saturday 12th August, meeting at the Visitor's Centre at 6am; Breakfast will follow at the GuestHouse. Please register with Craig Campbell.

Annual General Meeting

Saturday 9th September, 3pm at the Visitor's Centre, is the time for Friends members to meet and discuss how the past 12 months has progressed, and to look at future plans. Please plan to attend, and bring your ideas to guide us for the future. If you are interested in helping as a member of the Committee, now is the time to consider this and discuss it with Craig Campbell or Peter Bryant.

Carols by Candlelight

Our Annual Community Event of Carols by Candlelight on the front lawns of the Visitor's Centre will commence at 8.30pm on Thursday 14th December. As usual supper will be available afterwards. We will be looking for people who can help cook in advance to ensure a great spread is provided! 

Events Summary

Saturday 18th March - Weed pulling at Tarra Valley

Saturday 3rd June & Sunday 4th June - Lyrebird presentations by Jan & Alex at Visitor's Centre

Saturday 12th August - Lyrebird Count

Saturday 9th September - Annual General Meeting

Thursday 14th December - Carols by Candlelight

· Contact details for Registering for these events:

Ranger Craig Campbell - 5196-6166, and Friends Group President Peter Bryant - 5166-1759

We're on the Web!

As a result of a lot of hard work by Lisa Blackman and a small group of Committee members (especially David Akers & Pam Pattison), there is a draft web-site for the Friends of Tarra-Bulga National Park. The URL (address) for the web-site is: www.home.vicnet.net.au/~bulga/welcome.html  If you have any comments or suggestions for improving the information found on the site, please pass these on to Craig, or Peter Bryant (5166-1759 or e-mail: pskr4753@nex.net.au) 

· Please remember this is still only a draft and we are not going to rush into fully setting up something that is only half-done. 

· Do you have a home e-mail address? If so, please let Craig know so that we can include you in receiving any information that comes out. 

Bird Walk

Leon Trembath has offered to run a monthly dawn Bird Walk in the Park. He is proposing to run it on the second Monday each month, at about 1/2 an hour after dawn. If you are interested in bird spotting, or finding out more about the birds in the Park, then please contact Leon directly to let him know that you wish to attend. Leon can be contacted on 5186-1333.

2006 Subscriptions Due!

With the changeover of Committee members at the last AGM, I would like to remind everyone that the Annual Subscriptions are now due: $10 an individual, and $15 a family (two or more people). Our new Treasurer is Pam Pattison, and cheques payable to the Friends of Tarra-Bulga National Park Inc. can be sent to Pam (c/- RMB Grand Ridge Road, Balook 3971) or left at the Park Office. You may also leave cash at the Park Office for Craig to pass on to Pam, but please ensure that you leave it in a labelled envelope to make our life easier.
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