[image: image1.png]



Incorporation number A0031385X
SUMMER 2004/5
At the end of our Centenary Year, it may seem a little hard to get going for our peak period of operation with many visitors passing through during the holiday season. I would encourage you to enjoy the warmer weather, and the time in meeting so many people. Today I have had people from interstate (SA & WA), as well as overseas (China, USA & New Zealand); such an interesting mixture, for one day in the Visitor's Centre! Certainly Tarra-Bulga National Park is well known throughout the world.
The new Postcards are now available from the Visitor's Centre ($2 each), with a choice of 12 different kinds - all the photography of our very own Ranger, Craig Campbell.
A Decade of Service
On Wednesday 15l December, we celebrated our 10th Anniversary of the Friends group with a Barbecue. Over 40 people gathered, and enjoyed the time of fellowship. At the conclusion of the evening, Cr Barren McCubbin (representing the Mayor of the Shire of Wellington) launched our new Park Brochure, and assisted Craig in the presenting of Service Badges and "Foundation Member" certificates. Congratulations to the following people:
Service Badges - Bronze (30 days) = Sylvia Ewart, Bill Allan, Avlyn Lewis, Richard Beeching,
George & Gloria Krommenhoek and Bob & Peggy Kilpatrick.
Gold (100 days) = Kath Bye
Foundation Member Certificates - Nancy Phillips, Erika Algie, Norma Garlick, Peter Garlick,
Angie Gutowski, Leon Trembath, Annamarie Mclnnes, Elsie Coggan, Avlyn Lewis, Pam
Pattison, George & Gloria Krommenhoek.
Thank you to Robyn & Nick of the Guesthouse for the ample catering for the evening - what did you
do with all the leftovers?
Close of Celebrations
To close our Centenary Year we had our Carols by Candlelight in cool but balmy weather. It was a little disappointing that we did not get a big crowd, despite advertising in the (Latrobe Valley Express) Carol's Booklet, and with news sent to the Yarram Standard and Gippsland Times. However, the disappointment was more than made up for by the different program and enthusiasm of the gathering. Thankyou again to the time and effort of Traralgon Uniting Church Minister, Ross Stanford, and the Conabere family, who organised the excellent program. There were a number of most favourable comments about the Chatelier family who presented two brackets of songs for us as well.
For those who were present, a special supper was organised by a number of people, with the highlight being the Centenary Cake that was organised by Pam Pattison and cooked & decorated by Bev Davis.

Combined Friends Group Christmas Function
A small group of about half-a-dozen of our Friends represented us at the Combined Friends group BBQ in Traralgon on the evening of Sunday 28th November. Representatives of the Friends of Baw Baw NP, Morwell NP, Mt Worth SP, Mt St Gwinear Ski Patrol, Lyrebird Forest Walk, Crossover RP, Glen Nayook and Toongabbie Mechanics Institute were also present. It was a most pleasant evening organised by Parks Victoria as a thankyou for all the work that the volunteers have done throughout 2004.
Plans for 2005 and beyond
The next meeting of the Friends Committee is on Monday 7th February, 7.30pm at the Guesthouse. If you have any suggestions of program activities for this year, or beyond please contact Peter Bryant on 5166-1759 before hand so that they can be discussed.
** A reminder that Subscriptions for 2005 are now due ($10 individual and $15 family), and can be sent to the Treasurer via the Visitor's Centre (RMB 7550 Bulga Park Rd, Balook 3971).
Rangers Report
The busy season for visitors to the Park has arrived and the Park staff are flat out with maintenance on visitor facilities as well as walking track maintenance and mowing. Thanks to the volunteers we have been able to have the Visitor Centre open nearly every day this summer which is a great service to the public. Mark, Shane and I were trimming and raking along the Forest Track recently and I found myself cutting back Stinkwood on one side and Balm Mint Bush on the other, which was an interesting olfactory experience. This track is in good condition now and it is a great walk for people who are up to a slightly longer trip.
The centenary year has passed very quickly with everything going off very well. I was particularly pleased with the Heritage Picnic day and the History book. Thanks to everyone who had a hand in organising or running events during the year, particularly to Peter Bryant for all the extra work he took on during the year.
There have been two weddings held at Tarra Valley in recent months with both managing to get through despite some rain around or threatening.
A big improvement to the Park has been the redecking job on all the footbridges at Tarra Valley. This task was undertaken by Reservists from the RAAF based at Point Cook. In one day they removed all the rotting timber decking on seven footbridges and replaced it with recycled plastic decking.
