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NEWSLETTER 

SUMMER 2003/2004
CENTENARY YEAR = 2004

WELCOME!!

Welcome to our very special Centenary Year. We hope that you make the effort to be involved in each activity, to make it a real celebration. Please invite all your friends and let as many people know as possible so that we can really promote the Park and enable the events to be enjoyed by as many people as possible.

THANKYOU

In early December we heard the good news that our application for special funds from Wellington Shire for our Centenary Year had been successful. Pam Pattison and I, on behalf of the Friends group, were presented with a cheque for $3800 (plus GST) by the Mayor in mid-December. Thankyou to BADRA (Balook And District Residents Association) for their support and assistance in this. We should now be able to effectively run the Heritage Picnic Day and Carol’s events.

Thankyou to Parks Victoria who has also provided a further $4000 to assist with the publication of the booklet outlining the History of the Park that will be released later this year.

HERITAGE PICNIC DAY 

LABOUR DAY = MONDAY 8TH MARCH

The first Centenary event for 2004 is the Heritage Picnic Day on Labour Day (Monday 8th March). We have been promoting this date for some time now, so I hope that you can make it!

It is our intention that this day is to be celebrated with the Heritage theme in mind – in Period Costume! Activities are planned that will promote some of the original purpose of the Park. We would like as many people as possible to attend in Period Costume. To assist with this, part of our Grant from Wellington Shire is to enable as many of the Friends volunteers to be fitted out with Period Costume. In order to facilitate this all you need to do is:

· Register with Peter Bryant (President) the fact that you are coming on Labour Day and are prepared to wear Period Costume. Registrations close on Friday 6th February.

· Attend at Morwell Fancy Dress Hire (MFDH) (234 Commercial Road Morwell, 5133-9588, opposite the Bus Station) at a time convenient to yourself (after 6/2/04) to pick out and try on a Period costume that you like (preferably before Wednesday 3rd March, but the sooner the better – more options to choose from!)

· Notify the manager of MFDH of your name and that you are from the Friends of Tarra-Bulga National Park

· The costume will be available from the Visitors Centre on the morning of the Heritage Picnic day and can be left at the Visitors Centre before you leave. We have arranged the delivery and return of the Costumes – and it’s all paid for!

The day will start at about 11.30am, with BBQ lunch and display’s. Music will be playing and other activities will be organised. For more details please contact Pam Pattison on 5196-6140 or Peter Bryant on 5166-1759.

OTHER CENTENARY DATES FOR 2004

· Tuesday 20th July – Centenary Day. Invitations will be sent out closer to the time.

· Saturday 14th August – Lyrebird Count

· Thursday 16th December – Friends 10th Anniversary BBQ & Carols by Candlelight

Please put these dates in your diary now, and plan to participate. More information will come out closer to the events – please read the Newsletters carefully for details!

SUBSCRIPTIONS – NOW DUE!

· Have you paid your subscriptions for 2003 yet? $10 an individual, or $15 for a family (2 or more members).

· Fees are now due for 2004 –no change to the subscription rate for 2004. Cheques may be sent to our Treasurer: David Akers, RMB 7108 Napier Road, Won Wron 3971, with cheques made out to “Friends of Tarra-Bulga National Park Inc.” preferably before the end of January.

UPDATE ON RECENT HAPPENINGS

The Carol’s by Candlelight on Thursday 18th December went very well – despite the rain! We held it in the Theatrette with a full house of over 80 people! In fact there was standing room only in the main room. Thanks for the support of the Traralgon Uniting Church, Pam Pattison, Gayle & Lindsay Cayzer, and Craig Campbell & Craig Jeffs from Parks Victoria. 

Unfortunately, I forgot to mention in the last newsletter about the Parks Victoria Friends “Thankyou” BBQ held in Traralgon late in November. It was great to see so many volunteers from around the various Friends Groups that operate in the local areas. Some 70 people turned up including a number from our own group. I hope it was a relaxing social event, as well as feeling appreciated for all the work done over the year. 

GUEST HOUSE

You may have noticed some new faces at the Guest House when picking up the key. We welcome the new owners of the Tarra-Bulga Guest House to the area; they are Robyn Bull and Nick Goldsmith. We hope they have a very enjoyable time here and have the opportunity to experience the beautiful Park that we all love so much. We look forward to getting to know them.

Gayle and Lindsay have moved into their property at Carrajung for a well-earned rest but will continue to be involved with the Friends Group. We thank them for all the work they have put into the group over the years including terms as President, Treasurer, use of their business and help with catering for many events.   

RANGERS REPORT

A much milder and damper summer this year than last has seen a profusion of flowering amongst the plants in the Park. The Daisy Bushes (Olearia spp.) have had a mass of flower on them and the Christmas Bush (Prostanthera lasianthos) was also very heavy with flower this year. Additionally the Myrtle Beech flowered and produced seed this year, which is something that happens irregularly and can be several years between occurrences.

In recent months visitors to the Park have recorded (on the sheet just inside the door) seeing Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoos, a Koala, Echidnas, Wallabies, Lyrebirds, Rosellas, a Wombat, a Yabby and a Bunyip!

We have started a new visitor’s book at the Centre and already we have had many great comments and numerous visitors from overseas from countries such as; England, USA, Holland, Italy, Germany, Switzerland, New Zealand, South Africa, Korea and Taiwan. On the 15th of January some visitors made the comments “very polite” and “very speakfull”(sic), Pam Pattison who was on duty that day can take the first one as a compliment but we’re not sure what to make of the second.

Some statistics for the 2003 year: -

Rainfall 1,200mm (average is about 1,600)

Takings at the Centre $2,240

Slide Shows 282

Visitors to the Centre 9,540

Visitors to the Park  134,250

Congratulations to those people who received service awards following the last AGM. Certificates and name badges are awarded to volunteers after they have completed a set number of days at the Visitor Centre, bronze after 30 days, silver after 60 and gold after 100. This year Leon Trembath became the second person to achieve the Gold level while Elsie Coggan and Erika Algie gained their Silver award and Peter and Norma Garlick received Bronze awards.

Recent works in the Park include rebuilding the viewing platform on the Lyrebird Ridge Track following damage by a falling tree, painting picnic tables and the walls of the picnic shelter at the Visitor Centre, and improving security at the old office Tarra Valley following a break-in there a couple of months ago.

Some general maintenance (mowing and track raking) is still being done by the prisoners however this has become infrequent as the Prison is being wound down and Bush Gang supervisor numbers have reduced. In addition we have suffered the tragic death of John (Jack) O’Connor who was the main supervisor working in this Park and whose tireless enthusiasm and hard work has resulted in the wonderful state that all the walking tracks in the Park are in. Jack died on Boxing Day as a result of cancer after a short and sudden illness and is sadly missed by many people in the Yarram area. I will certainly miss his good humour and the enormous contribution he made to the maintenance of Tarra-Bulga National Park.

Craig C.

UPDATE OUR RECORDS

If you have an e-mail address, please contact Peter Bryant or Craig Campbell by e-mail so that we can facilitate better communication with our members. See below for contact details:

Contact details for the Friends Group are:

Craig Campbell (Ranger) – 5196-6166, or cjcampbe@parks.vic.gov.au
Peter Bryant (President) – 5166-1759, or pskr4753@nex.net.au
Incorporation number A0031385X
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