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SPRING/SUMMER 2007/2008

It has been a while since our last newsletter - my apologies as I have had a number of things on my plate. However, I have tried to make use of the e-mail system for any urgent matters. Please remember to pass on your e-mail address to Craig and/or myself so that we can keep you in touch with a range of matters as need be. Well, it has been an 'average' year for the past 12 months - especially as far as rain goes. A reminder to all volunteers - there is a Fire Plan in place for the Park - during the Fire Season. Please make yourself familiar with the Plan while you are serving at the desk in the Visitor's Centre --- just in case.

Welcome to a new volunteer
Maria Slot is a new volunteer who has recently joined us. We hope that you find your time at the Park and with the Friends group rewarding.

Vale - Cedric Ralph

It is with sadness that we mention the passing of one of the long-term residents of Balook, and a great supporter of the Park, in the person of Cedric Ralph. Cedric had reached the incredible milestone of 100 years, and was honoured by the family and Governor for his achievements at that time. The Balook residents and family have planted a Memorial line of 100 Blackwood trees opposite the GuestHouse to celebrate his centenary, and several benches and a plaque will be placed in the area to remember Cedric by. Cedric was always keen to support the activities occurring in the Park and to hear news of the work of the Friends group even though it has been difficult for him to do some of the more practical aspects of a volunteer. His enthusiasm for conservation has been recorded by several means, including the media and wider family life.

The Kara Healey Memorial Environmental Monitoring Project

The first phase of this Project - the setting up and recording of sites throughout the Park that will be permanently monitored by means of digital photography - has been completed. As we embark on the photography each quarter, a record will be kept detailing the sites for comparison. We are also researching, with the assistance of the Balook & District Residents Association (BADRA), for old photographs of several of these sites to give us some longer-term perspectives, as well. Details of how to gain information on these sites and the results so far will be available later in 2008. For initial enquiries, please contact Craig Campbell, David Akers or Peter Bryant.

* Some interesting plant information was discovered as the Project was set up. To the north of the Park (literally across the road) a small pocket of Melaleuca (ericifolia?) was found, that while not currently in the Park could extend into the Park at some time in the future. We were surprised to see it at the altitude that it was found. Along the Tarra Valley Road a Willow was found growing on the side of the road, in the Park (Craig is going to remove it). Also, another weed - a type of Laurel - has been found just off the Bulga Park Road in the Park. 

"The Nature of Latrobe"

The Latrobe Valley Field Naturalists Club have recently published a guide to the various parks and reserves to be found in the Latrobe Region. It is called "The Nature of Latrobe". Some 35 different reserves are described, including our own Tarra-Bulga NP. It includes a series of sketches and photographs, including some by Craig Campbell. Thankyou to the following people who attended the launch of the book: Cr. Peter & Norma Garlick, Howard Williams & Peter Bryant. The book is available for sale at the Visitor's Centre. 

Local Parks & Friends groups

At the AGM a question was asked about some of the local reserves and groups in the area. The above book will go part of the way in answering this question, although it will only cover north of the Strzelecki Ranges. South of the Ranges there is, of course, Wilson's Promontory NP, as well as a number of smaller reserves including Agnes Falls Scenic Reserve & the Wonthaggi Coal Mine Reserve. Now there are the Marine National Parks & Reserves at various points along the coast, too. As far as I am aware, the following Parks & Reserves have Friends groups: Morwell NP, Tyers Park, Traralgon South Flora & Fauna Reserve, Wilson's Promontory NP, Tarra-Bulga NP, Mount Worth SP, Glen Nayook, Crossover RP, Uralla Nature Reserve, Baw Baw NP, Lyrebird Forest Walk, Mathison Park (Churchill), Crinigan Road Reserve (Morwell), Jean Galbraith Memorial Wildflower Reserve (Tyers), Traralgon Railway Reservoir Conservation Reserve, and Jungadale Conservation Reserve. If you know of any others, or I have made a mistake please let me know so that we can have a complete list available for any enquirers. 

Recent Activities

An enthusiastic group of about a dozen people gathered for the Annual General Meeting. A number of items were raised and some will be dealt with in this Newsletter, while others will be presented n the future. 

Congratulations to the following members who were Award recipients: 

· Bronze (30 day) Award - Anita Valentine & Richard Florey
· Silver (60 day) Award - Peter Bryant 

Thankyou for all your hard work in the Park - especially at the Visitor's Centre.

Thankyou to those volunteers who joined other Latrobe District Friends groups for the recent 'Thankyou' BBQ hosted by Parks Victoria - hope that you felt appreciated for the work you do!

A group of between 50 - 70 people joined us for the annual Bush Carols by Candlelight. Ross Stanford and members of the Traralgon Uniting Church - particularly the wider Conabere family, again capably led this event. The supper was also much appreciated - thanks to Pam Pattison for co-ordinating this.

Ranger's Report 
Well as I write this it is a very hot day and it hasn’t rained at all this year! However 2007 was a good year for rain and for only the second time in 9 years we had what I consider to be an average year with 1,589mm falling. The Park certainly needed it and it was great to see the creeks up and the waterfalls really going. Recent improvements to the Park have include new orientation signs at the Visitor Centre and at Tarra Valley which show the changes to the Scenic track and the new bit that returns to the Visitor Centre. As well the track from the car park to the Visitor Centre has been asphalted and the slip on the Wills Track has been repaired and the whole of Wills Track re-gravelled. Also a small slip on the side of the Bulga entrance road has been repaired and gravel replaced on the Lyrebird Ridge Track that was washed out with the flooding in June. On a personal note, my daughter (Naomi) was married in the Park, outdoors at the Visitor Centre on a cold and occasionally wet day at the end of July - however we managed to get through the ceremony and she and Jon have some lovely photo’s taken down at Tarra Valley.
Biennial Friends Conference  

“A Climate of Change” was the theme for the Biennial Gathering of all the Environment Friends Groups from across Victoria. David Akers & Peter Bryant represented our Friends group at Rawson, hearing a variety of speakers and also having a chance to visit a number of other Parks, and telling others about our own fabulous Tarra-Bulga NP. A report is attached for your information. 

Proposed Dates for 2008
We have been approached by the 'Friends of the Royal Botanical Gardens - Cranbourne' about visiting our Park during the Queen's Birthday long weekend in June. We are happy to welcome them to the Park in the near future, and with this in mind have considered that we will hold the annual Lyrebird Survey at this time so that this activity can form part of their visit. 

So, the dates that we are considering for the year ahead include:

March 15 - Weed Pull (changed from 22nd as we found out that is Easter)
June 7 - Lyrebird Survey, as part of the FOTRBG - Cranbourne visit over the whole weekend

September 13 - AGM

December 18 - Carols by Candlelight 

2008 We are still working on some other activity for the year, with more details to be provided for the visit of the Cranbourne group - we will let you know more details as these become available. 

Bird Walks

Leon Trembath runs monthly dawn Bird Walks in the Park. He runs the walk on the second Monday of each month, at about 1/2 an hour after dawn. If you are interested in bird spotting, or finding out more about the birds in the Park, then please contact Leon directly to let him know that you wish to attend. Leon can be contacted on 5186-1333 for further information and to register your attendance.

2008 Subscriptions Due NOW!

I would like to remind everyone that the Annual Subscriptions are now due: $10 an individual, and $15 a family (two or more people). Our Treasurer is Pam Pattison, and cheques payable to the Friends of Tarra-Bulga National Park Inc. can be sent to Pam (c/- 2119 Grand Ridge Road, Balook 3971) or left at the Park Office. You may also leave cash at the Park Office for Craig to pass on to Pam, but please ensure that you leave it in a labelled envelope to make our life easier.

Contact Details:

Peter Bryant: 5166-1759, or e-mail pskr4753@nex.net.au (President of Friends Group)
Ranger Craig Campbell: 5196-6166 (Park Office), 5172-2508 (Traralgon Office), or e-mail cjcampbe@parks.vic.gov.au (Park Postal Address is: 1652a Bulga Park Rd, Balook 3971)

Pam Pattison: 5196-6140 (Treasurer of Friends Group)
Leon Trembath: 5186-1333 (Bird Walks)

David Akers: 5189-1330

Web-site Address: www.home.vicnet.net.au/~bulga/welcome.html  
Items for inclusion in the Newsletter are always welcome. If you have any further questions or comments about anything in relation to the Park, please do not hesitate to contact the President of the Friends group, Peter Bryant, on 5166-1759 or by e-mail pskr4753@nex.net.au 
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