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SPRING 2008

It has been a little while since the last Newsletter - but I hope that the news will keep you up to date with what is happening.

Thankyou & Welcome

At the Annual General Meeting we said thankyou to Judy Kennedy who has been on the Committee for a number of years. Judy has been in the role of Vice President for a number of years, but through a change in residence has had to relinquish her role. We will continue to see Judy participate in a range of daytime activities, and help out in the Visitors Centre as well.

Welcome to Lisa Blackman who has stepped up to replace Judy on the Committee. Thankyou for being willing to assist in the running of the Friends group.

Carols by Candlelight Cancelled

We were saddened to be informed that the Traralgon Uniting Church group did not wish to continue with the Carols by Candlelight event for this year. The Committee has decided to not run this event for 2008, but an alternative event is proposed (see below). We would like to thank the Traralgon Uniting Church people for their support in organising this event over a number of years.

Friends BBQ on Saturday 6th December

Please set aside Saturday 6th December for joining the rest of the Friends group for a BBQ tea at the Visitor's centre. It will commence at 5.30pm, and not run late for those who may have other things on in preparation for Christmas, or do not like driving in the dark. Tea is provided, but please BYO drinks. We would ask that you RSVP to Peter Bryant by November 28 for catering purposes. Hope to see you all there!

New Amplifiers

You may have noticed that we now have the DVD of the "Slide Show" up and running. In order to facilitate this the Friends group has purchased new amplifiers to assist in the presentation. A big thankyou must be given to Richard Florey for all his work in setting up the whole system for us. This will enable us to continue to operate a wonderful introduction to the Park for our many visitors. Thanks to Nick Goldsmith who produced the new DVD of the Slide Show for us - an expert job. The new system will also enable us to run PowerPoint presentations with minimal setting up. Peter Bryant has developed a PowerPoint introduction to the Friends group, which was well received on its viewing at the AGM.

How can we strengthen the role of Volunteers & get more Volunteers?

At the Annual General Meeting discussion was held around the issue of promoting the Park and the Friends Group. The question of volunteers, their role, its status, getting to better know the Park & how to attract more volunteers, are significant questions for us as a Friends Group. What are your thoughts? Please let one of the Committee or Craig Campbell know your thoughts ASAP, so that we can include these ideas in the Committee's discussions at the next meeting to be held on Monday 24th November.

Tarra-Bulga National Park is #32!

Through an on-line survey run by the RACV Tarra-Bulga NP has been listed as #32 for places to visit in Victoria. The survey aimed to find the 101 top places to see and visit in Victoria. We are thrilled with this result, and the support of David & Margaret Pellew of Fernholme Caravan Park (who are also members of the Friends) in this outcome is much appreciated.

Owl Presentation

A small but enthusiastic group thoroughly enjoyed the Owl presentation & walk facilitated by Rolf Willig (DSE) following the AGM. We were fortunate to hear 2 Boobook Owls calling, as well as a Bobuk (Mountain Brushtail Possum) and a Koala! Thankyou to Rolf for a very informative evening, and to Craig Campbell who organised the BBQ tea. Should this event become part of our regular calendar of activities? Let me know your thoughts, please.

Future Directions
At the recent Annual General Meeting a draft of the Future Directions document was presented, as requested from the 2006/07 AGM. If you wish to obtain a copy of this please let Peter Bryant know and he will e-mail you a copy. Any further ideas/thoughts would be appreciated, if they can be sent to Peter as soon as possible (preferably before the next Committee meeting on Monday 24th November).

Tarra Valley Centenary - 2009

We have now received official confirmation of the success of our application for funds to produce a special Education Board at Tarra Valley on the occasion of the Centenary of Tarra Valley NP in 2009. The official date for this Centenary event is 22nd September 2009. Please set aside this date when you get your 2009 diaries!

Cores & Links

Hancock's (Victoria) Plantations has produced a very good brochure of the Cores & Links plans. Copies are in the Visitor's Centre for your perusal. If you wish to obtain a copy either contact Hancock's direct, or let Peter Bryant know as he has a few to spare.

Rangers Report 

Since I last wrote in the Winter Newsletter the rain has pretty much stopped and at the end of October Balook had received only a bit over 700mm of rain this year which is less than half the average annual. At the same time a problem has arisen with the cisterns sticking at the Visitor Centre toilets and as a result we had to buy 30,000 litres of water recently, which is unprecedented for that time of the year. Please check the toilets when you are on duty to make sure that cisterns aren’t running. An additional improvement at the Visitor Centre toilets has been the installation of electric hand-dryers which has allowed us to remove the paper towel (which some people were stuffing down the toilets) and the bins. The toilet lights have also been set up with a sensor system to come on at night with movement.
Another Grant received

As a result of the "EPA vs Willis & Palmer (Vic) P/L" Magistrates Court (Latrobe Valley) decision the Friends group has been fortunate to receive a grant of $5,000 to assist in weed removal in the Park. This will be used particularly for removal of Sycamore Maple, but also a range of other weeds as well. Thankyou to David Akers who assisted in preparing the submission for this court case.

2009 Subscriptions are still the same - due NOW!

I would like to remind everyone that the Annual Subscriptions for the next 12 months are now due: $10 an individual, and $15 a family (two or more people). Our Treasurer is Pam Pattison, and cheques payable to the Friends of Tarra-Bulga National Park Inc. can be sent to Pam (c/- 2119 Grand Ridge Road, Balook 3971) or left at the Park Office. You may also leave cash at the Park Office for Craig to pass on to Pam, but please ensure that you leave it in a labelled envelope to make our life easier. (If you have not paid for the previous 12 months could you please do so as soon as possible)

Contact Details:

Peter Bryant: 5166-1759, or e-mail pskr4753@nex.net.au (President of Friends Group)
Ranger Craig Campbell: 5196-6166 (Park Office), 5172-2508 (Traralgon Office), or e-mail cjcampbe@parks.vic.gov.au (Park Postal Address is: 1652a Bulga Park Rd, Balook 3971)

Pam Pattison: 5196-6140 (Treasurer of Friends Group)
Web-site Address: www.home.vicnet.net.au/~bulga/welcome.html  
Items for inclusion in the Newsletter are always welcome. If you have any further questions or comments about anything in relation to the Park, please do not hesitate to contact the President of the Friends group, Peter Bryant, on 5166-1759 or by e-mail pskr4753@nex.net.au 
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