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Incorporation number A0031385X
NEWSLETTER SPRING 2005
What an interesting few months it has been with quite varied weather. Once again the Park has been covered with a blanket of snow, but this time at such a depth that it lasted for nearly 2 weeks! It has, unfortunately, created a lot of work for Craig and other Parks Victoria staff. We have had the use of a group of Work-for-the-Dole participants to assist with the clean-up work. The Scenic Track was quite damaged, with decisions about its future yet to be made. Then, at the AGM we paused proceedings for about 10 minutes while a huge hailstorm raged. It was too difficult to talk, especially with hailstones being as large as marbles. The ground looked like snow with the extent of the hail!
Carols by Candlelight
Reminder that the Carols by Candlelight will be held on Thursday 15th December at 8.30pm at the Visitor's Centre. Please make sure that this date is in your Diary, and that you plan to attend. Invite some friends to join you. You could even make a whole evening of it with a BBQ, and than stay on for the Carols. Robyn Bull is seeking people to assist with cooking some special treats for supper afterwards. If you can help with cooking Christmas Cake, Shortbread, Mince Pies etc. please contact her on 5196-6141.
Thank you BBQ
Talking of BBQ's, the annual "thank you" BBQ organised by the Parks Victoria staff for all the Friends group volunteers in the Latrobe District is again being held in late November. This is a free event put on for the volunteers as an expression of appreciation for the hard work done throughout the year. Sunday 20l November at 6pm is the date for your diary. It will again be held at the Bert Thompson Reserve (behind Pizza Hut) in Traralgon. Please bring your own drinks (soft drinks supplied). Remember to RSVP to the Parks Victoria Office, Peter Kershaw (5172-2186) ASAP to ensure that catering arrangements can be finalised by Wednesday 161 .
Bird Walk
Leon Trembath has offered to run a monthly dawn Bird Walk in the Park. He is proposing to run it on the second Monday each month, at about 1/2 an hour after dawn. If you are interested in bird spotting, or finding out more about the birds in the Park, then please contact Leon directly to let him know that you wish to attend. Leon can be contacted on 5186-1333.
Highlights of the Annual General Meeting
7 new volunteers have joined us over the past 12 months
Discussion on the proposed new web-site for the Friends group
Discussion on possible new programs for the Friends group
Pam Pattison is our new Treasurer
David Akers continues on the Committee as an Ordinary Member
Nearly $2500.00 in sales over the past 12 months (includes History Book & Postcards)

Grants
It was with delight that we recently received news of a successful submission on behalf of the Friends group. We have received $4,500.00 from the Foundation for Rural & Regional Renewal (through the ANZ Bank) to help with the installation of a gas BBQ at Tarra Valley. Once the major clean-up work following the snow has been completed, then work will commence on the BBQ.
My apologies for the lateness of this newsletter, but I have just cleared my desk of several assignments and been dealing with some extended family issues. Special apology to Leon who did not get his Bird Walks advertised as he expected (and I promised).
Rangers Report
Spring time sees the Park looking fresh and starting to recover from the snow damage. I'm sure everyone is aware that we had a very large snow fall which caused a huge amount of damage in the Park. At this stage we have reopened all the tracks except the Scenic Track. Wild Cherry and Diaper are open but have many fallen trees on them and will be cleared over summer. Scenic Track is closed because of the huge Mountain Ash that has fallen down the long stepped section and is too gig to cut up. This tree was the biggest in the Park and one of the biggest is the State. All the big old Mountain Ash in the Park have a trunk circumference of about 9-10 meters, this tree was 16 meters circumference at chest height! We are still considering how to deal with it but probably this will involve re-routing the track. The Bulga water supply was damaged and we are still working on that and the Men's toilets roof needs replacing.
A lot of groups, both elderly citizens and school groups have visited the Park recently and the Visitor Centre is starting to get busy now so if you are available for volunteering in the Centre please give me a call, thanks.
The Park is looking good with all the fresh fern fronds out and many plants flowering including the Balm Mint Bush so come out and have a walk in your Park.
