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NEWSLETTER SPRING 2003

WELCOME!!

A special welcome is given to several new volunteers/members who have commenced with us. 

Joan Murray & Peter Gilbert are from Carrajung, as is Ian Hardy, David Pellew is the new Manager of Fernholme Caravan Park, and Jasmine Bowles is a TAFE student. We look forward to getting to know you all better, and hope that you enjoy your time as part of the Friends group.

THANKYOU

Thankyou to Peggy & Bob Kilpatrick who have assisted with finding us some new members by spreading the word about the Park and the Friends group.

Thankyou to David Pellew, Judy Kennedy & Peter Bryant who assisted with the Callignee Market Day display about the Friends of Tarra-Bulga National Park on Sunday 16th November. We are expecting some useful information to assist with the soon-to-be-released booklet about the Park to come out of contacts made during this day. Ranger Craig C. also assisted in developing the display for the Market. Thankyou to Judy Kennedy, Norma Garlick, Annamarie McInnes, Kath Bye and Peter Bryant who all helped staff the Visitor Centre over the two days of visits by people on the Great Victorian Bike Ride. These days were a great success and a terrific advertisement for the Park.

 December 3 & 4 – Great Victorian Bike Ride – On Wednesday 3rd December the Visitor Centre was the lunch stop on day five of the Ride. Over 3,700 riders plus a couple of hundred support persons came to Balook, some from as early as 7.00am until about 3.00pm when the last of the clean up crew left. Bicycle Victoria who organised the event provided portable toilets, a large ‘Bartlett’ water bladder (for drinking water), and lunch vans. Additionally there was an ice-cream van travelling with the riders. Everything was well organised and a great day was had with many of the riders taking a walk around the Park during their stop here. Over 240 people visited the Visitor Centre as well. Thursday 4th December was the Rest Day for Bike Riders in Yarram, and a number took the opportunity to come back and re-visit the Park with a bus put on by the local traders association. As well some even rode their bikes back up! Volunteers from the Friends group opened and staffed the Visitor Centre on both these days and we thank them for their effort.

COMING EVENTS:

** December 18 – Christmas Carols – Commencing 8.30pm at the Visitor’s Centre. All welcome! It would help if you brought your own chairs, rug etc. Gold coin donation for candles. Supper is provided afterwards. 

UPDATE OUR RECORDS

If you have an e-mail address, please contact Peter Bryant or Craig C. by e-mail so that we can facilitate better communication with our members. See the end of this Newsletter for contact details.

SIGHTINGS

· Have you seen any of the following in recent times?

Platypus

Powerful Owls

Barking Owls

Boobook Owls

· Do you have samples of feathers/tissues, or know where injured or dead Owls are to be found? 

If so, please contact Craig Campbell urgently with information as part of studies that are currently taking place.

SPECIAL VISITOR’S TO THE PARK

Early in October the Park was visited by a group of about 20 expert Bryologists and Mycologists, who spent a day exploring the special fauna found here. I was privileged to spend the day walking the tracks with these people and learnt quite a few new things about the Park. Mycologists study fungi and they were led by Bruce Fuhrer the well known lecturer, author and photographer of fungi, whilst Bryologists study bryophytes which are mosses, liverworts and hornworts. Included in the group were some of Australia’s leading experts in their field and well as people from overseas including New Zealand and USA. They were all very impressed with the extent and diversity of these plants found here and were able to add a considerable number of new species to our fauna lists. One species of moss was found that was previously only known to be in New Zealand. I learnt about native truffles and saw several different species and about hornworts, which I hadn’t heard of before.

Ranger Craig.  

CENTENARY DATES FOR 2004

· Monday 8th March (Labour Day) – Heritage Picnic Day

· Tuesday 20th July – Centenary Day

· Saturday 14th August – Lyrebird Count

· Thursday 16th December – Friends 10th Anniversary BBQ & Carols by Candlelight

Please put these dates in your diary now, and plan to participate. More details will come out early in the New Year.

VOLUNTEER BROCHURE

We are currently developing a new brochure that will be used next year to seek new members and volunteers to assist in the Friends group work. If you know of anyone who you think may be interested in assisting in the Park, in whatever way, please pass on details to Craig Campbell or Peter Bryant, and we will follow them up.

SUBSCRIPTIONS

· Have you paid your subscriptions for 2003 yet? $10 an individual, or $15 for a family (2 or more members).

· Fees are now due for 2004 –no change to the subscription rate for 2004. Cheques may be sent to David Akers, RMB 7108 Napier Road, Won Wron 3971, with cheques made out to “Friends of Tarra-Bulga National Park Inc.” preferably before the end of December 2003.

Contact details for the Friends Group are:

Craig Campbell (Ranger) – 5196-6166, or cjcampbe@parks.vic.gov.au
Peter Bryant (President) – 5166-1759, or pskr4753@nex.net.au
Incorporation number A0031385X
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