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NEWSLETTER








     SPRING 2001 

Unfortunately the Spring Newsletter has come out at the end of Spring but at least this gives us a chance to look back at the season and what has been happening in the Park. Good rains in the last months have been very welcome and the Park is looking beautiful at the moment especially with all the new fern fronds out. Good rainfall throughout this year means that we will meet and may exceed our yearly average which has not been the case recently. As well as significant rainfall, there was a fairly heavy snowfall in August causing considerable damage to trees and shrubs. 

Visitor Centre

The Visitor Centre had 313 visitors in August, 819 in September and 726 in October. During these months the slides were shown 55 times and we took $227 in sales.

Throughout August, September, October 2001 there have been visitors to the centre from; Canada, England, Japan, Holland, USA, Germany, Singapore, Scotland, Switzerland, New Zealand, South Africa, Wales, Denmark, Austria, Italy, Sri Lanka, Papua New Guinea, Sierra Leone and Hong Kong. 

Comments have included: - “Hurrah for Lyrebirds” “Beautiful beyond words. Tears for lost forests” “At least I wasn’t scared of the bridge this time” “We are very lucky to have this Park” “You should sell hat pins” “just beautiful and well maintained”

Activities

The annual Lyrebird Count was held on 12th August and 23 people attended including 17 Secondary School students. 

The bird illustrator, Nicholas Day spent a weekend at Balook and gave a very interesting talk on Saturday night and then led a terrific walk through the Park on Sunday morning.

On Sunday the 16th of December Parks Victoria are hosting a spit-roast barbecue for all members of Friends Groups in the local area (Tarra-Bulga, Morwell, Baw Baw etc). It will be held at the Kerry Road picnic area of the Morwell National Park starting at around 6.00pm. All food and soft drink will be provided. Bring your own alcohol if required.

The annual Carols by Candlelight service, held in the Park, will be occurring this year on Thursday 20th December. On the lawn at the Visitor Centre, carolling will commence at 8.30. Supper and candles will be provided (gold coin donation). Bring blankets; warm clothing, folding chairs, and mozzie repellent.

Early notice of the AGM. This will be held on Saturday 9th February 2002 at 4.30pm at the Visitor Centre. All positions on the committee will spill at this meeting and we are also looking for a Newsletter Editor and a Roster Coordinator so have a think if these jobs would suit you. 

Centenary of Tarra-Bulga National Park 

Throughout the year 2004 we will be celebrating the centenary of the Park and the committee have begun to think of how we might do that. It is proposed that we set up a small group of people from the Friends who can consider proposals and begin to plan events and ways in which we can really enjoy this historic occasion and bring it to the notice of the public. The committee are looking for people who would like to be on this sub-group and also for suggestions from the Friends as to how we might celebrate the centenary. Let your imagination go on this one and the group will consider all ideas; it could be an event or a book or a television program or a magazine piece. Please contact the President, Peter Bryant by snail mail at RMB 4753 Clarkes Rd, Hazelwood Nth 3840 or e-mail to pbr@i-o.net.au with your ideas or to be part of the group.

Roster

The busy school holiday period is coming up so please consider making yourself available to go on the roster. Remember that we try to have the Visitor Centre open during the week at this time as well as on Weekends and Public Holidays. Thankyou to all the dedicated volunteers that keep the centre open, it certainly is valued by the public and Parks Victoria.

We welcome two new volunteers at the Centre, Bill Allan and David Akers, great to have you aboard.

Community Grant

The grant money that the Friends received under the Parks Victoria Community Grant scheme has been used to purchase a Picnic Shelter and an electric barbecue. The shelter has been installed at the Visitor Centre and the barbecues should go in soon. We will then be looking for some picnic tables and a water tank to complete this valuable addition to the facilities of the Park.

Rangers Report

Well the Spring growth certainly began with a rush and with the prisoners unavailable owing to a Guards industrial dispute, we were very busy for a couple of weeks mowing as well as all the other track and facilities maintenance that has to be done. Thankfully the boys from Won Wron are back now and doing their usual great job of keeping the Park looking wonderful. The snowfall that occurred in August was accompanied by strong winds and caused a lot of damage leaving every track in the Park covered with branches, trees and tree-ferns. In addition to our own staff we were helped in the clean up by a group from the Green Corps who worked in the Park for three days. The Park has been very busy over the last couple of months with numerous school groups and bus tour groups.

A lot of time has been spent on weed control work and also on vermin control with a fox baiting program commenced and some feral cat trapping (unfortunately unsuccessful). Vandals have again been at work in the Park using their vehicles to pull over two signs which have now been replaced and repaired. As mentioned earlier the new picnic shelter has gone in at the Visitor Centre and it’s looking pretty good. Sunday 25th of November saw the Balook And District Residents Association launch a history book of the area at the Visitor Centre. A very successful event was held with the help of members of the Friends group and well over 200 people attended. The book was launched by Peter McGauran MHR.  







