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NEWSLETTER








     SPRING 2000
Welcome to our spring newsletter. Late spring is such a beautiful time to visit the parks with the mint and daisy bushes coming in to bloom and the bird orchids in flower. Hopefully you will all have a chance to get up here over the next few weeks, perhaps to work in the centre or attend one of our activities.

VALE ENID HUNT

It is deep regret we have to let our members know of the death of yet another of our valued members. Enid Hunt passed away on October 16 following a battle with cancer. Enid had been a member of the friends since the earliest days. She had spent many hours over the years staffing the centre. Her knowledge of the park and natural history was extensive. Enid will be greatly missed at the visitor centre. We extend our sympathy to her husband Max and her children and grandchildren. 

VISITORS REPORT

The park has had a total of 18140 visitors over the months of August, September and October, of which approximately 10% visited the visitors centre. Sales of $286 worth of posters and post cards were made. Visitor’s comments covered the usual spectrum with the following comments standing out.

14-10-00  “ Rain” “ Rain”- Rain forest, from a Swiss visitor

5-11-00   “Very noisy  “ (the bird life it is wonderful)  

ACTIVITIES CALENDER

December is always a busy time for everyone but we hope you can fit in the activities the Friends have planned.

December 10th. Walk to Mrs. Healy’s house.

 This will be lead by Craig. Please let him know if you are coming .We will leave the visitors centre at 10am. Bring your lunch and the insect repellent.

December 20th.      Carols by Candlelight in the Park

Come along and bring your friends for a night of Christmas Spirit. It will commence at 8.30pm on the grassy area outside the Visitors Centre. Candles will be available for a gold coin donation. Bring a chair or blanket to sit on and the insect repellent (the mozzies are particularly bad everywhere this year), supper will be provided.

Keep in mind our walk along Diapers track, which is proposed for February (possibly the 25th) and the AGM which will take place at 4.00 pm at the Visitor Centre on the 10th of February.

ROSTER

With the summer school holidays almost here we need to start thinking about the roster. We will have to staff the centre for 38 days straight (with the exception of Christmas Day).  Please look at your calenders and let Craig know if you can fill up a couple of days in late December or January. We are all busy at this time of year but as it is such a busy time in the Park it is important to try to have the centre staffed every day. Even if it’s only one day or half a day it all helps.   

RANGERS REPORT

With the arrival of Spring the Park has begun to burst into new life as the flowers come out and all the ferns sprout their new fronds. The birds are also very active and the creeks and waterfalls are flowing after some, very welcome Spring rain.

Early in September the Park and the local area was visited by the Postcards program from Channel 9 in Melbourne who filmed a segment on Tarra-Bulga National Park. This was shown on Sunday 5th November and I hope that some of you were able to see it.

We have commenced fox baiting in the park and so far there have been fewer baits taken than previously. I hope this is a sign that there are less of these pest animals around following work done last year and earlier this year.

I had three weeks leave during September/October and during that time spent a day working at the Parks Victoria stand at the Melbourne Show. Parks Victoria was giving out a small poster to Show visitors and it turned out to be of Tarra-Bulga National Park.

The Friends activity in October was a bird walk led by our secretary, Angie, and we were able to identify 14 different species.

A big improvement to the Park recently has been an upgrade of the toilets at Tarra Valley. This has seen the installation of new toilet furniture, as well as other plumbing work to reduce smell.

A huge Mountain Ash tree fell across the intersection of the Wills and Ash tracks in October, blocking the tracks and wiping out signs, handrail and a brochure box. The prisoners spent three days clearing it away and then made a nice seat out of the last bit of the trunk. If anyone wants some wood there is a heap up at our depot that you’re welcome to, just give me a call.

The problem with the video projector has finally been resolved with Hitachi giving us another one, which is a newer, slightly better model, in exchange for our old one.

There have been five school group visits and three other groups. Two of the school groups had guided walks provided for them by one of our Friends, Leon.

Ranger Craig.







