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NEWSLETTER SUMMER 2005/6

Welcome to Summer! It sure has been a hot one so far. Summer also brings lots of visitors to our Park - with the period from Christmas to Easter traditionally known as our peak period. Thankyou to all those who have made the job of hosting visitors to the Park easier by volunteering during this busy time. Please ensure that you let Craig know of when you are available, or put your name on the list for the following month when you are next in the Office (the list is on the desk).

New members

A special welcome to a number of new members - Sue & Gary Davis, Howard Williams, and Richard & Jane Florey who have joined us in recent times. We hope that you find the time with us rewarding.

Celebrity Ranger

In the December 2005/January 2006 edition of Royalauto there was an article about the Grand Ridge Road. Mention was made about Tarra-Bulga National Park as a feature of the Road experience. In particular mention was made of a human feature - our trusty Ranger, Craig Campbell. He is described as "one of the human treasures of the Road", with "plenty of anecdotes … and travel tips". Care to share a few with us in future editions, Craig? I hope you don't feel too 'old'!

Park Centenary - Again!

While talking about pieces in the news, it appears that the very last say about our Centenary Year has come about in the 2004/2005 Annual Report of Parks Victoria, which we recently received. Our Centenary celebrations were given the honour of being a "highlight of the year"!

Carols by Candlelight

A group of about 80 people joined us for the Annual Carols by Candlelight. It was a great evening, with a visit from Santa, music by the Conabere family and friends, and with the terrific program organised by Ross Stanford from the Uniting Church in Traralgon. Thankyou again to this trusty team of people. Also thanks to all those who helped with the supper in various ways. 

We're on the Web!

As a result of a lot of hard work by Lisa Blackman and a small group of Committee members (especially David Akers & Pam Pattison), there is a draft web-site for the Friends of Tarra-Bulga National Park. The URL (address) for the web-site is: www.home.vicnet.net.au/~bulga If you have any comments or suggestions for improving the information found on the site, please pass these on to Craig, or Peter Bryant (5166-1759 or e-mail: pskr4753@nex.net.au) 

· Please remember this is still only a draft and we are not going to rush into fully setting up something that is only half-done. 

· Do you have a home e-mail address? If so, please let Craig know so that we can include you in receiving any information that comes out. 

Thank you BBQ

A small number of representatives from the Friends group attended the Parks Victoria Latrobe District Barbecue, which is a 'thankyou' to all those volunteers who help in so many ways throughout the area. We hope that you had a pleasant evening, and thankyou for showing the flag for the Friends group.

Bird Walk

Leon Trembath has offered to run a monthly dawn Bird Walk in the Park. He is proposing to run it on the second Monday each month, at about 1/2 an hour after dawn. If you are interested in bird spotting, or finding out more about the birds in the Park, then please contact Leon directly to let him know that you wish to attend. Leon can be contacted on 5186-1333.

2006 Subscriptions Due!

With the changeover of Committee members at the last AGM, I would like to remind everyone that the Annual Subscriptions are now due: $10 an individual, and $15 a family (two or more people). Our new Treasurer is Pam Pattison, and cheques payable to the Friends of Tarra-Bulga National Park Inc. can be sent to Pam (c/- Grand Ridge Road, Balook 3971) or left at the Park Office. You may also leave cash at the Park Office for Craig to pass on to Pam, but please ensure that you leave it in a labelled envelope to make our life easier.

Grants Update

Installation of the Barbecue has begun in the Tarra Valley Picnic Area. You might recall that this has come about as a result of a successful application for funds from the Foundation for Regional & Rural Renewal. The ANZ Bank in Morwell supplied the actual funds for the Grant.

Rangers Report 
The Park has certainly become very busy since Boxing Day; we find the best measure of it being the amount of toilet paper we have to put out – which is a lot at the moment.
Ongoing repair work following the snow damage in August has included reopening the toilet blocks in Bulga which began with removing the old, rusted out roof of the Bulga water tank, cleaning out the tank and installing a new roof. We then replaced a section of the water pipe which had been damaged by the big tree and cleaned and reopened the toilets. Two of the interpretive signs (one on the Fern Gully Track and one in Tarra Valley) which were bent have been replaced. 
The Park hosted a wedding in January, held at the usual place at the base of the steps at Tarra Valley.

You will notice my new vehicle when you see me next as it has the, distinctive, Parks Victoria branding and, in case I forget, tells me what my job is!
I was reading recently that the Ada tree has a circumference of 15 meters which means that our big tree (which is now upside down after the snow) beats it by one meter (pity it’s now dead).
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