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AUTUMN 2008

This Newsletter is mainly to provide information about the visit of the Friends of the Royal Botanic Gardens (Cranbourne) to Tarra-Bulga National Park over the Queen's Birthday Long Weekend in early June. You will also find some information of another Friends activity coming up later in the year that will require action on your part in the very near future.

Visit by the Friends of the Royal Botanic Gardens - Cranbourne site

 Details of this visit are as follows:

Saturday 7th June - arrive late afternoon via Mirboo North & Darlimurla/Lyrebird Walk. Evening presentation by Peter Bryant about the Friends group.

Sunday 8th June - 6am Lyrebird Survey @ Visitors Centre followed by Breakfast @ the GuestHouse. 10am Welcome & introduction to the Park by Ranger Craig Campbell @ Visitors Centre. Walk in Bulga section of Park. Picnic lunch. Afternoon walk at Tarra Valley. Evening dinner & presentation by Ken Harris re Mayfield Trust (Darlimurla).

Monday 9th June - 9.30am presentation by Richard Appleton re Trust for Nature, local Fungi & revegetation project. Return home via Celia Rosser Gallery (Fish Creek).

Other places that the Cranbourne group will be visiting are the Historic Tree Stumps and Mt Tassie, although these will be weather dependent.

* We are seeking your support as Friends to assist with the Lyrebird Survey and/or Day walks on Sunday 8th June. Please contact Peter Bryant on 5166-1759 or by e-mail on pskr4753@nex.net.au as soon as possible to register so that details can be finalised. If you wish to be present at, and listen to, the various presentations, please let me know, too, as soon as possible, for catering purposes.

Reminder of Winter Hours of operation for the Visitors Centre

At the 2007 Annual General Meeting it was agreed to extend the Winter Operating hours for the Visitors Centre to include the period after the Queen's Birthday long weekend and through the June/July school holidays. The hours of opening for the Visitors Centre from (and including) 14th June to 14th September will be 11am to 3pm. Please note these times if you are on duty at the Visitors Centre during this period.

Owl Presentation and Night Walk (including AGM)

Immediately following the Annual General Meeting of the Friends group on Saturday 13th September there will be a presentation by Rolf Willig about local Owls. He is then providing a BBQ tea and then leading us on a Night Walk to observe Owls in the Park area. As numbers will be limited if you are interested in attending the AGM followed by the Owl presentation please let Craig Campbell know as soon as possible so that catering arrangements can be finalised. You can attend either event on their own - the AGM will commence at 4pm (note a later start), with the Owl presentation to commence at 5.15pm. We would encourage people to attend both events if they can, but would ask that you contact Craig to finalise arrangements.

Other Activities for 2008 

· Thursday 18th December, 8.30pm - Carols by Candlelight
Rangers Report 

We are coming on to the quieter and normally wetter period of the year for the Park, however again rainfall is well down on average. The tank liners that the Friends won a grant for were installed, now we just need some rain to fill them up. We had a wedding in mid March at Tarra Valley which went very well. A couple of slips on the sides of tracks have been repaired with retaining walls. The Diaper track has been scrapped clean. A liaison meeting between Parks Victoria, DSE and representatives of several Four-wheel drive Clubs was held at the Visitor Centre. The Park has hosted several work experience student as well as a number of school groups.
Bird Walks

Leon Trembath runs monthly dawn Bird Walks in the Park. He runs the walk on the second Monday of each month, at about 1/2 an hour after dawn. If you are interested in bird spotting, or finding out more about the birds in the Park, then please contact Leon directly to let him know that you wish to attend. Leon can be contacted on 5186-1333 for further information and to register your attendance.

2008 Subscriptions Due NOW!

I would like to remind everyone that the Annual Subscriptions are now due: $10 an individual, and $15 a family (two or more people). Our Treasurer is Pam Pattison, and cheques payable to the Friends of Tarra-Bulga National Park Inc. can be sent to Pam (c/- 2119 Grand Ridge Road, Balook 3971) or left at the Park Office. You may also leave cash at the Park Office for Craig to pass on to Pam, but please ensure that you leave it in a labelled envelope to make our life easier.

Contact Details:

Peter Bryant: 5166-1759, or e-mail pskr4753@nex.net.au (President of Friends Group)
Ranger Craig Campbell: 5196-6166 (Park Office), 5172-2508 (Traralgon Office), or e-mail cjcampbe@parks.vic.gov.au (Park Postal Address is: 1652a Bulga Park Rd, Balook 3971)

Pam Pattison: 5196-6140 (Treasurer of Friends Group)
Leon Trembath: 5186-1333 (Bird Walks)

David Akers: 5189-1330

Web-site Address: www.home.vicnet.net.au/~bulga/welcome.html  
Items for inclusion in the Newsletter are always welcome. If you have any further questions or comments about anything in relation to the Park, please do not hesitate to contact the President of the Friends group, Peter Bryant, on 5166-1759 or by e-mail pskr4753@nex.net.au 
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