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AUTUMN 2007

It is Easter time as I write this Newsletter. The Visitor’s Centre has been quite busy with visitors from within Victoria, interstate and overseas, showing a wide range of questions and interests. It was exciting to have people visit that had never heard of Tarra-Bulga, but were amazed at the beauty of the Park and surrounding areas. Thank you for everyone’s support in ensuring a top-standard Park. This will be a long newsletter so I will get straight on with the news.

The Kara Healey Memorial Environmental Monitoring Project

The following Media Release has been put out by the Friends Group, and is included here for your information, about a project that we are commencing. Thank you to David Akers, Pam Pattison, David Pattison, Peter Bryant, Craig Campbell & the Friends Committee who have been working on this solidly, for some months, as part of our response to the “Cores & Links” proposals.

Karamoana (Kara) Healey, Victoria's first woman Ranger, is to be remembered through an environmental monitoring program to commence shortly at Tarra-Bulga National Park. This program is to complement the current efforts of monitoring lyrebird numbers, and weed removal, conducted each year.

Tarra-Bulga National Park has always been a very popular Park for visitors due to its high environmental and scenic values. Most of the initial information about the various plants and animals in the Park was gathered by Kara in the time she was "Caretaker" of Tarra Valley Park from October 1951 to May 1963. Besides first collating a list of the various species throughout the Park, Kara regularly sent specimens to a wide range of people and institutions, including the CSIRO, National Museum of Victoria, the University of Melbourne and the National Herbarium. Through her diligence, Kara 'discovered' several new species and forms of fungi, and was given the honour of having a fungus named after her (Poria healeyi). 

Recently, the Friends of Tarra-Bulga National Park have been considering a program of monitoring the environmental values of the Park through the regular photographing of various Park aspects. The impacts of tourism, logging, disease (mainly Myrtle Wilt) and other competing interests can be monitored for their progression and impact upon the ecology of the Park. The aim of this project is to further conserve the high environmental values of the Park, to enable the retention of the scenic factors and to further enhance the experience of the visitor to the Park. At least once a Quarter, photographs are to be taken at each nominated site.  Over a period of some 20 years subtle changes to the ecology can be observed, and action taken to deal with any negative impacts that may not necessarily have been picked up by the eye. 

In the same year that Tarra-Bulga National Park celebrated its centenary (2004) Kara Healey also celebrated her 100th birthday. Kara passed away 13 days short of her 102nd birthday in 2006. It was felt befitting that this project be named after Kara Healey who worked so long to care for and preserve the Park's unique natural history. Through the generosity of the Shire of Wellington and BADRA (Balook And District Residents Association), a small grant in honour of Kara Healey has been provided to the Friends of Tarra-Bulga National Park, to enable the commencement of this program of photo monitoring.

It is anticipated that, with time, further programs of environmental monitoring will be established to assist in recording long-term environmental changes in flora and fauna. 

For further information please contact Peter Bryant or Craig Campbell.

Fungi Walk

Richard Appleton has kindly opened his property for us all to view his “Trust For Nature” land, and to view the fungi, on Saturday 12th May. The morning starts at 10.30am for morning tea and slide show, followed by a walk through the property guided by Richard. A guest speaker will explain a little more about the fungi and other points of interest. You are able to stay on for an optional BYO lunch. There has already been considerable interest shown in this day, with a group from the Sale & District Field Naturalists coming across. Please register your intention of participating in this day ASAP to Pam Pattison or Craig Campbell. If you are not sure how to get to Richard’s property, please meet at the Visitor’s Centre Car Park at 10.15am and you will be directed to Richard’s place.

Lyrebird Count

With the many activities occurring, please don’t forget our Annual Lyrebird Count! This is to be held on Saturday 16th June, meeting at the Visitor’s Centre at 6am. Breakfast will follow. Please register your intention of participating by contacting Craig at the Visitor’s Centre.

From the (State-wide) Friends Network:

Biennial Friends Conference – “A Climate of Change” is the theme of this Biennial Gathering of all the Friends Groups from across Victoria. This year it is to be held at Rawson from 7–9 September. We will send out more information and details with time, as they become available. 

‘Memorial Book’ – the Friends Network Committee is establishing a book to record group members who were active in Friends Groups at the time of their death. They have decided to make the records begin from the year 2000. For the Friends of Tarra-Bulga National Park in this period so far, we acknowledge the passing of Val Plant who began volunteering at the Visitors Centre on 25/4/97 and had done 27 days in the Centre at the time of her death as a result of being hit by a car as she crossed the road outside her house. In the Australia Day Honours 2000 she received an Order of Australia Medal for community service. She died in August 2000. 

Secondly; Enid Hunt who was a foundation member of the Friends of Tarra-Bulga NP and began volunteering in December 1994. She completed 34 days in the Centre and died on 16/10/2000 as a result of bowel cancer.

Accordingly, we will pass on the names of these two valued members to be recorded in the ‘Memorial Book’. 

If you are aware of any other people who were active at the time of their passing, since the year 2000, please let Craig or Peter know so that we can pass information on. 

Change to Annual General Meeting Date

With the recent announcement of the Biennial Friends Conference, we have realised that this is scheduled for the same weekend as our Annual General Meeting. Consequently, we have decided to move our AGM to the following Saturday – 15th September – at 3pm. This will enable those who wish to attend the Biennial Friends Conference, to do so, as well as participate in the AGM. 

Friends of Morwell National Park are 21!

I have recently received an e-mail from Rob Howell (Ranger) of Morwell National Park about the upcoming celebrations for their Friends Group 21st Birthday. I include it here in full for your information and to respond to if you are interested.

Hi Peter, 

The Friends of Morwell NP are celebrating their 21st anniversary on the 12th of May and would be pleased to have you and your family along to participate and catch up with other past members. It will be held at the Yinnar Hotel from 6 - 6.30 pm onwards and there will also be a walk along Billy’s Creek starting from Junction Rd car park at 2 pm for those interested in seeing some of the magnificent results the group has achieved over the last 20 years. 

For further info call Ken Harris on 5122 3137, Wendy Steenbergen on 5122 1140 or myself on 5172 2198. Hope to see you there. 

Cheers, 

Rob Howell
New Ranger-in-Charge and Chief Ranger

With all the events of summertime I have been rather remiss in not mentioning the replacement for Peter Kershaw. We welcome Andy Gillham to the role of Ranger-in-Charge, Latrobe District and we say welcome to Helen Dixon as the new Chief Ranger for West Gippsland, replacing Kate Millar. No doubt at some stage we will have an opportunity to meet them and introduce them to the Park and the Friends group.

Ranger's Report

Many visitors are telling me how wonderful it is to see green after the constant brown that they are used to and the Park is certainly looking pretty good after some heavy rain at the end of February however we haven’t had much since and we continue to be well down on average. Contractors have undertaken extensive spraying of blackberry and Tutsan in the lower Tarra Valley area while the staff have been busy bringing everything back up to its usual standard after our absences over summer, including maintenance and repairs to walking tracks, cleaning out drains and culverts, painting picnic tables, and repairs to the Tarra Valley water supply. We’ve had several school groups through the Park already and a very busy Easter period with an estimated 2,500 people through the Park on Easter Sunday alone.
Weed Pull

A big thank you goes to Judy Kennedy, Kath Bye, David Akers, Peter Bryant and Ranger Craig Jeffs, who assisted with the pulling of Sycamore Maple seedlings recently. It was pleasing to see that last years efforts had reduced the number of seedlings in the area. We were able to get a bit further into the bush this time and start to address some more established seedlings that will need further work in future. Thanks also to Pam & David Pattison for organising our BBQ lunch in Tarra Valley – it was a delightful setting for a well-earned rest and chat after the morning’s hard work.

Waterwatch in Tarra Valley

The West Gippsland Waterwatch event on Sunday 25th March, held at Tarra Valley, attracted some 37 people (mainly family groups). The session opened with a brief talk by Marni Speed (Waterwatch coordinator), followed by an introduction to the Park (by Ranger Craig Campbell) and the work of the Friends group (by Peter Bryant). The group was split into two with half having an educational walk up to the Cyathea Falls, while the other half viewed a range of macroinvertebrates (Water bugs) collected from the Creek. The groups then swapped over. Overall, it was a most informative session – with a view of different aspects of the Park to what we normally look at and consider. The results showed that we have clear, healthy water (which we already new by look, but this proved the point scientifically!). If you get a chance to participate in a Waterwatch Day I would recommend it thoroughly – you even get a free lunch!
Dates for the rest of 2007
· Saturday 12 May - visit to Richard Appleton's property to view fungi and other plants of interest, 10.30am for morning tea & slide show. Walk & BYO lunch.

· Saturday 16 June - Lyrebird Count. Note that this is a modified date due to the recommendation of the Lyrebird Survey Group. (14 July is the back-up date if the weather should prove unsuitable)

· 7-9 September – Biennial Friends Conference to be held at Rawson (details to follow)

· Saturday 8 15 September - Annual General Meeting. 3pm at the Visitor's Centre.

· Thursday 13 December - Carols by Candlelight. 8.30pm at the Visitor's Centre.

Bird Walks

Leon Trembath runs monthly dawn Bird Walks in the Park. He runs the walk on the second Monday of each month, at about 1/2 an hour after dawn. If you are interested in bird spotting, or finding out more about the birds in the Park, then please contact Leon directly to let him know that you wish to attend. Leon can be contacted on 5186-1333 for further information and to register your attendance.

Computer

A lot of interest has been shown in the Historical Photos display shown on the new Computer in the Visitor's Centre. When you turn on the Computer it will automatically set to running the display. The committee is in the process of purchasing 2 new CD-ROM’s for the computer – one each on the Flora & Fauna of Victoria, which will give descriptions for the local area, too. If you have suggestions of other items that would be of public interest to include on the Computer for access by visitors (and volunteers) please let Craig or one of the Committee members know. 

2007 Subscriptions Due!

I would like to remind everyone that the Annual Subscriptions are now due: $10 an individual, and $15 a family (two or more people). Our Treasurer is Pam Pattison, and cheques payable to the Friends of Tarra-Bulga National Park Inc. can be sent to Pam (c/- RMB 7570 Grand Ridge Road, Balook 3971) or left at the Park Office. You may also leave cash at the Park Office for Craig to pass on to Pam, but please ensure that you leave it in a labelled envelope to make our life easier.

Contact Details:

Peter Bryant: 5166-1759, or e-mail pskr4753@nex.net.au (President of Friends Group)
Ranger Craig Campbell: 5196-6166 (Park Office), 5172-2111 (Traralgon Office), or e-mail cjcampbe@parks.vic.gov.au (Park Postal Address is: RMB 7550 Bulga Park Rd, Balook 3971)

Pam Pattison: 5196-6140 (Fungi Walk) (Treasurer of Friends Group)
Leon Trembath: 5186-1333 (Bird Walks)

Web-site Address: www.home.vicnet.net.au/~bulga/welcome.html  
Items for inclusion in the Newsletter are always welcome. If you have any further questions or comments about anything in relation to the Park, please do not hesitate to contact the President of the Friends group, Peter Bryant, on 5166-1759 or by e-mail pskr4753@nex.net.au 
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