[image: image1.png]



Incorporation number A0031385X
NEWSLETTER AUTUMN 2005
NEWSFLASH!! NEWSFLASH!! NEWSFLASH!!
We are excited to announce that Bruce Fuhrer has accepted our invitation to attend Tarra-Bulga National Park as a guest of the Friends group. Bruce and his wife will be visiting us on the weekend of Saturday 16th & Sunday 17th April. For those of us who do not know Bruce (or those of us who do, but have forgotten), Bruce is very well known as both a photographer of natural history, as well as his vast knowledge in Fungi (& other plants in general). For many years he was on the staff of the Botany Department of Monash University (Clayton), but is now retired. He has co-authored a number of books - two that I have on my shelves are: "Field Guide to the Flowers & Plants of Victoria", and "A Field Guide to the Common Genera of GilledFungi in Australia". He is also a member of the Field Naturalists Club of Victoria.
On the evening of Saturday 16th April, Bruce will be giving a presentation, including a slide show & talk, on fungi (and no doubt other items of interest). This will commence at 7.30pm in the Theatrette at the Visitors Centre. Supper will follow - Friends are asked to bring a plate of supper to share (we will supply the tea, coffee etc.). The next day (Sunday 17th April) Bruce will lead a guided walk through the Park, focussing on the Fungi, commencing at 9.30am.
To assist in catering (as we will also be inviting the LV Field Naturalists Club and Balook residents) for the Saturday evening, please let me know of your attendance & supper assistance by Friday 8th April. Also, if you intend to participate in the Guided Walk on the Sunday, please let me know by 8/4/05, as numbers will be limited to make for an effective walk.
Peter Bryant 5166-1759 or pskr4753@nex.net.au
Other Events for 2005
Saturday 6th August - Lyrebird Count, 6am
Saturday 10th September - Annual General Meeting, 3pm
Thursday 15th December- Carols by Candlelight, 8.30pm (to be confirmed)
(NOTE: Winter Visiting Hours will be from the weekend of 16/17 July to 10/11 September inclusive)
Thanks
We are grateful for the assistance of the Prisoners from Fulham Prison for their recent work in helping to clean up the Park following the storms in February.

Additions to Tarra-Bulga National Park
In the Spring Session of the Victorian Parliament (2004) the proposed additions to the National Park were passed. A map of these additions is included in the back of our Centenary History Book, bringing the size of the Park to over 2000 ha. A small section of land (opposite the Guesthouse) was excised from the Park.
We are currently following up about the Covenanted Land that Grand Ridge Plantations is setting aside, that will further protect the Park boundaries.
Other Activities?
Have you got any ideas/suggestions for other activities that the Friends group could be involved in? Please pass them on to one of the Committee, Ranger Craig, or write it down and leave a note on the desk in the Park Office.
Rangers Report
Well we had a fairly wet summer this year leading to a quiet fire season and steady visitor numbers. The Park received 530mm of rain over summer a lot of which fell in two storm events; one in December and on in early February. We escaped relatively unharmed from both of these but did sustain a fair bit of wash-out on some of the tracks - most of which has now been fixed by our staff and using prisoners from Fulham. The Tarra Valley Road was closed for a couple of weeks as Vie Roads removed two large Mountain Ash trees that had blocked the road and brought down a lot of rock and dirt with them. They also had to construct a retaining wall on one corner where a slip had occurred as a result of a blocked culvert sending water over the top of the road. The Labour Day long weekend was very busy and on the Saturday we were visited by a large group of vintage cars from the Chrysler Restorers Club.
Park staff and our contractors have been busy with weed spraying over summer mostly with blackberry but also thistles, ragwort, forget-me-not and wandering jew. Our blackberry spraying along the Tarra Valley Rd has tied in very well with the work that the CMA have been doing to destroy environmental weeds along the Tarra River. They have been killing banana passionfruit and spraying fuchsia, cestrum, tutsan and blackberry right along the Tarra river-side and up into the Park.
Reminder that Subscriptions for 2005 are now due. A receipt will be issued once your Annual Subs are paid. The cost is still $10 (individual) or $15 (family), and can be sent to: David Akers, RMB 7108 Napier Rd, Won Wron 3971.
