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NEWSLETTER 

 AUTUMN 2004
CENTENARY YEAR = 2004

WELCOME!!

A special welcome is given to 2 new members: Robyn & Nick from the Guesthouse. 

We look forward to getting to know you better, and hope that you enjoy your time as part of the Friends group.

HERITAGE PICNIC DAY 

The first Centenary event for 2004 was the Heritage Picnic Day held on the Labour Day holiday. 

It was estimated that approximately 1,000 people joined us at various times throughout the day. The music provided by “Ragworts, Thistles & other Noxious Weeds”, the Bruce Atkins Trio and the Waugh Family set a real tone for the day, as did the Art work provided by Erika Algie, the woodworking by James Findlay, special display by the Yarram & District Historical Society, as well as the Heritage Costumes worn by many people. Leon Trembath and Parks Victoria staff also organised some Guided Walks down to the Suspension Bridge. Thankyou to each and every member of the Friends group who contributed in any way for the day, and to those who wore Heritage Costume to add to the flavour of the day.
A very big and special thankyou is to be given to Pam Pattison who did the amazing job of the entire organisation for the Picnic Day, and to the local Parks Victoria staff who helped with cooking the Sausage Sizzle. Other people who had a role were Cr. Peter Garlick (as MC), Grand Ridge Plantations, BADRA, Stockdale Road PS and wider staff from Parks Victoria. Special Parks Victoria visitors were Gail Wright (Regional PR person) and Alex Holt (representing Parks CEO Mark Stone). These two visitors were very pleased with the events on the Day and gave us a good ‘wrap’. 

We could not have had such a successful day without the Community Grant from Wellington Shire, which was represented on the day by the Mayor of Wellington Shire Cr. John Jago, with Crs. Jeff Amos & Ian Onley.

We also had a visit from the TV crew of the new Channel 7 show “Coxy on Tour”, which is just starting on Sunday night’s. Look for the ‘story’ of our Heritage Day on one of the first shows.

OTHER CENTENARY DATES FOR 2004

· Tuesday 20th July – Centenary Day. Invitations will be sent out closer to the time.

· Saturday 14th August – Lyrebird Count

· Thursday 16th December – Friends 10th Anniversary BBQ & Carols by Candlelight

Please put these dates in your diary now, and plan to participate. More information will come out closer to the events – please read the Newsletters carefully for details!

UPDATE ON RECENT HAPPENINGS:

A new brochure has been developed and printed for use through the generosity of Loy Yang Power. This brochure is designed to be a means of attracting new members to the Friends Group. We are enclosing several copies for you with this newsletter, one for your own ‘records’, but also copies to give to any prospective members that you come into contact with. More available at the Visitor Centre if you need them. 

The history book that is being written about Tarra-Bulga NP by Daniel Catrice (from the Historical Services section of the Department of Sustainability & Environment) is now drafted and is going through final stages before being sent to the Printers. The Parks Victoria grant of $8,000 is covering the costs of this venture. It is our intention to have this book launched on the Centenary Day.

More information about the Centenary Day celebration on Tuesday 20th July will be coming out before the end of May. Please keep this date clear in your diary.
Saturday 15th May is the Churchill Festival. While this is a day that promotes the many community groups from the Churchill area (including the Friends of Morwell NP), there will probably be a small Centenary Display for Tarra-Bulga NP. If you are free and interested it may be worth while going to visit for the day. Check the local papers for more details.

Remember that your annual Subscription to be a member of the Friends group covers all the newsletter costs as well as paying for small incidental costs (such as the annual Incorporation, VNPA & Friends Network fees) and running of specific events (e.g. Carols by Candlelight). All of the items for sale in the Visitor’s Centre have been purchased ‘up-front’ by the Friends group, as a source of on-going revenue to the Group.

We try to keep our costs down as low as possible, and the use of e-mail for most of our printed materials and correspondence is very useful for this.

UPDATE OUR RECORDS

If you have an e-mail address, please contact Peter Bryant or Craig Campbell by e-mail so that we can facilitate better communication with our members. See below for contact details:

Contact details for the Friends Group are:

Craig Campbell (Ranger) – 5196-6166, or cjcampbe@parks.vic.gov.au
Peter Bryant (President) – 5166-1759, or pskr4753@nex.net.au
SUBSCRIPTIONS – NOW DUE!!!!

· Fees are now due for 2004 –no change to the subscription rate from 2003, $10 an individual, or $15 for a family. Cheques may be sent to our Treasurer: David Akers, RMB 7108 Napier Road, Won Wron 3971, with cheques made out to “Friends of Tarra-Bulga National Park Inc.” preferably before the end of the month.

RANGERS REPORT 

The Park has received quite a bit of attention in the local newspapers lately with large feature articles in both The Yarram Standard and The Latrobe Valley Express, I hope you were able to see them. This publicity is occurring because of the Centenary and the first big event tied in to this was the Heritage Picnic Day. What a terrific day it was, many thanks to all involved with organising the event particularly Peter Bryant and Pam Pattison. Thanks also to Erika Algie for stepping in at the last minute and running the art activity on the day. We now have a striking new banner to hang in the Visitor Centre. You are probably aware that for many years now work gangs from Won Wron Prison have been doing a lot of maintenance work in the Park including track raking, well with the imminent closure of the Prison we are coming up with ways to replace them and we have purchased a petrol-driven blower which has proved to be very successful in clearing the tracks. I continue to receive many positive comments about the state of the Park and the tracks in particular. 

The Latrobe Valley Group of the Australian Plants Society hosted their annual conference this year and about 70 people visited the park during their conference and were shown the Visitor Centre and given guided walks by Leon Trembath and myself. They were very impressed with the park.

A Blackberry spraying program has been undertaken mostly along roadsides and at long last we have had a good fall of rain with about 120mm arriving over the ANZAC Day weekend.
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