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NEWSLETTER

AUTUMN 2003 

It has been a busy Easter period as usual with many visitors to the Park. What perfect weather for visitors! It appears that the rain is on its way again, now, which is good news. Craig reports that the rainfall for 2002 was about 1,200mm, which is well below average, but not significantly so. We are starting to catch up with the expected levels of rain for the current quarter it now appears.

2002 Statistics

At the last meeting of the Committee Craig gave a report of the collated information for 2002. There were 105,919 visitors to the Park as a whole, with some 10% of these dropping into the Visitor’s Centre (10,509) during their stay. The slide show was shown 326 times during the year, with some $2,041 passing through our sales area. What a busy lot we have been! Thankyou to all who have contributed to a pleasant stay by visitors, or who have helped in any way to ensure the smooth running of the Visitor’s Centre. 

Tarra Valley

The beauty of the Tarra Valley and its waterfalls continues to be commented on by many visitors. In fact, during February, three weddings were conducted at Tarra Valley. One couldn’t think of anything more wonderful! The edging of the walking track has been completed, and now the path is being re-surfaced. Thanks, again, to the Prisoners and to Craig for the work being done here.

Visitor’s Centre

Have you been into the new shelter lately? New tables have been completed in the shelter so that people can have a place to put their food, picnic baskets etc. The tables are actually made from recycled materials! 

Bushfires

Craig (and other local Rangers) spent a lot of time away during the December – February period due to bushfires interstate and in East Gippsland. They have worked very hard during that time and we thank them for their effort & support towards the communities affected. Please continue to provide whatever support you can to the bushfire affected areas.

Bulga – Centenary Update

If you don’t know already, 2004 is the Centenary of the establishment of Bulga Park by the (then) Shire of Alberton. There has been two meetings of a group to plan special events and other happenings for next year – the group consisting of Craig and Parks Victoria staff, representatives from the Shire of Wellington, Latrobe City and Loy Yang Power, as well as representatives from our Friends group. At this time the plans are shaping up like this:

· March 2004 – Heritage Picnic day (hopefully in heritage costume)

· 20 July 2004 – Centenary Day

· August 2004 – Centenary Lyrebird Count

· December – Centenary Carols by Candlelight & 10th anniversary of the Friends group

We anticipate the development of a new publication that sets out the history of the Park, as well as a new brochure that will be used to promote the Park and give more detailed information about the significance of Tarra-Bulga NP. There will be a number of special articles written up about the Park from a wide range of sources, which will assist in attracting more interest in visiting the Park (and hopefully more volunteers).

· If you want more information or would like to help in any way for the Centenary celebrations, please contact our President Peter Bryant on 5166-1759.

Volunteers

Thankyou for all the work you do in keeping the Visitor’s Centre open.

A gentle and friendly reminder!

The Visitor’s centre is open to the Public from 10am to 4pm on Weekends, Public Holidays and during each day of the School Holidays. Part of our responsibility while on roster for the Visitor’s Centre is to be prompt in arriving and opening the Centre at 10am (as well as keeping it open until 4pm). On an odd occasion we have had people who have put their name on the Roster and then not turned up for duty, or who turn up very late! This does not look good to the Public and does not assist the Friends group in attracting new volunteers or the Park to become more attractive to visitors. It is also an inconvenience to the Ranger’s who are on duty, as it takes them away from their regular duties if they become aware of someone who has not turned up as expected. If for some reason you are unable to attend your rostered duty please contact Craig Campbell at the Park (5196-6166) or Peter Bryant at home (5166-1759) as soon as possible (the more warning the better) so that alternative arrangements can be made. Thankyou.

PLEASE! PLEASE! PLEASE! When you put your name down on the Roster, turn up as expected, at the correct time, keeping the Centre open for any that want to visit. 

ARE YOU A MEMBER?  

Each year membership for the following Calender year falls due after the AGM and can be paid any time from then to the 1st of January.

Membership gives you the right to vote on issues such as who represents you on the committee, it also helps the group to remain financially viable and so gives the Friends more opportunities to assist the Rangers in creating and maintaining a wonderful National Park for everyone to enjoy.

Membership costs $10 for a single or $15 for a couple and can be paid to the Treasurer, David Akers at 82 Napier Rd, Won Wron 3971 or by leaving it with Craig at the Visitor Centre. 
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