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NEWSLETTER

                                                                                                                     AUTUMN  2002

Somehow the Summer Newsletter got overlooked.   This gives us the chance to look back over two seasons and at what has been happening in the Park.  The rainfall at the end of the three months of summer totalled 371.8mm, which was a good start for the year.  To date this autumn we have had a total of 300mm.  The total rainfall for 2001 was 1823mm.  This is back to around the yearly average for this area.  The fire season passed by without any mishaps in the area and the fire restrictions were lifted early, thanks to the damper weather.

Visitor Centre

The Visitor Centre had a total of 3542 visitors over the three summer months and during autumn there have been a further 2837 visitors to the end of April.  There were a total of 

42 030 visitors to the Park itself during the summer months and a further 22 684 so far this autumn.  Comments included “beautiful, wonderful, fantastic.  A friendly information lady.  Wet, cold, snuggly nice.”  The visitors were from places such as Zimbabwe, Japan, Switzerland, England, Scotland, Germany, Holland, Ireland, United States, New Zealand, Sweden and Argentina. 

Various bus trips have visited the Park.

Takings at the Centre over this period amount to $1 388 from the sales of posters, books and cards.

 Sightings of our local fauna continue including lyrebirds displaying, wallabies, and echidnas, rosellas and flame robins.  Unfortunately people see cats which have been dumped and they are, of course a disaster in the bush. 

Activities

Our last activity for 2001 was our annual Carols by Candlelight service.  As always this was a great success with a beautiful service and a fantastic turnout.  Supper was served in conjunction with BADRA.  Thanks to John van Riet and company for their involvement.

This year we will once again be having the Lyrebird count and it will be held on 17/8/02.  There will be a Ranger guided walk on the Forest track on 17/11/02 and Carols by Candlelight will be on 19/12/02.  At a date yet to be announced there will be a launch of the Historic Sites which is the last part of the BADRA local history project.

AGM & Subscriptions

The date of the AGM has to be changed because of the need to follow the Model Rules of Incorporation which state that the AGM has to be held nearer to the end of the financial year, which is on June 30th.  This year the AGM will be held on September 14th 2002.  Subscriptions, for membership of the Friends group, for 2002 are now due and outstanding and can be forwarded to Lindsay Cayzer (treasurer) at the Tarra Bulga Guest House. Subscriptions are $10/person or $15/couple and assist in Friends projects as well as allowing members to vote at the AGM. Subscriptions for each following calendar year (eg. 2003) can be paid at or subsequent to the AGM.

Ranger Report

Since the last newsletter we have been through the busy summer and Easter periods with plenty of visitors to the Park.  There have also been numerous bus groups from schools and clubs as well as the Oz Experience “back-packer” groups which many of you will have seen when you are on duty.  All these visitors continue to make very positive comments about the Park and the service they receive from the Visitor Centre.  Well done to the volunteers.

The new electric barbecues at the Visitor Centre picnic shelter are being well used and are a welcome addition to the facilities there.

Gates have been added to each end of the Telstra Easement track preventing trail bikes from going up it.  I encourage you to have a walk along this pretty, but little known or used track sometime but wear good boots, as it is a bit rough.

A wedding was held at Tarra Valley in February with the bridal party arriving and departing in stretch limousines.  I’m not sure how the drivers got around some of those corners!

At the AGM in February, as well as a general thank you to all the volunteers from the Ranger staff, five volunteers were presented with certificates for staffing the Visitor Centre for ten or more days during 2001.  They were Bob & Peggy Kilpatrick, Kathleen Bye, Annamarie McInnes and Brenda Sandford.  Great news for Brenda is her recent marriage but sadly for us she is moving to her new husband’s home in Parkes NSW.  We will miss her work at the Centre and wish her all the best with her new life there.

The big project underway in the Park at the moment is the upgrading of the Scenic Track.  The prisoners are undertaking most of this job and to date have completed the replacement of the log-edging with treated pine boards and have begun the hard work of wheel-barrowing crushed rock around the track to resurface it.  Thankfully they are younger, stronger and have better backs than me.

Mushrooms

The following is a request from Teresa Lebel of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Melbourne.  

“We are trying to gain a better understanding of where Amanita muscaria (fairy mushroom) and Amanita phalloides (death cap) grow in and around Melbourne and Victoria in particular.  We are also interested in records from any where in Australasia.  Both of these species fruit in association with introduced, non-native trees such as pine, oak or poplar but this may change.  Keep a lookout for these mushrooms any time from now to August.  Don’t make a collection; just notify me of where and when you saw them as soon as possible.  I can be contacted on ph # (03) 9252 2361, fax #(03) 9252 2350 or email teresa.lebel@rbg.vic.gov.au Many thanks for your help.

Finally

The following poem was written by Frank Gorton a visitor to the Park from Wauchope in NSW.  Mr Gorton wrote the poem “on the spot” after he had walked through the Park and was greatly impressed by what he saw.

Tarra Bulga National Park

Travel on the Highway

And little do you see

But our hosts from Toongabbie 

Had a great surprise for me

A drive up to Strzelecki

To forests tall and thick

Make Parks from other places 

Really do look sick

Mountain Ash and Myrtle

Is a really wondrous sight

To sit and have a picnic

Is a traveller’s true delight

To be able to take quiet stroll 

Beneath these regal giants

Make friends with all the tree ferns

Are part of the Parks delights

So to all who are responsible

We give our heartfelt thanks

That we can see this lovely place

And walk among its ranks.
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