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TEMV—Theft From Motor Vehicle
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Excerpt from July 29
3AW ‘Talking Points’
Radio Program,

Police have expressed concern
over the rise in theft from motor
vehicle offences, in particular the
number of handheld technological
devices, such as satellite naviga-
tion systems, mobile phones, cam-
eras and notebook computers be-
ing stolen.

Recently released figures from
Victoria Police crime desks have
shown that theft from motor vehi-
cle continues to be on the rise de-
spite police messages. The latest
figures highlight that over 41,000
thefts from motor vehicle offences
between March 2008 and Febru-
ary 2009 have taken place in Vic-
toria.

Theft from Motor Vehicle is the
state’s highest-volume crime. It is
also the easiest to prevent from
the victim’s perspective, by simply
removing valuables from the vehi-
cle when parked.

Theft from motor car is a purely
opportunistic offence. It can occur
in residential driveways and on na-
ture strips as easily as it does in
public spaces such as car parks.
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Reducing Theft:

Drivers need to ensure that
satellite navigation systems
are removed from sight and
phones and other small elec-
trical items, property and
money are not left on display,
particularly when cars are left
in public transport car parks.
Do not place items in your
car boot, console or under
your front seat.

Remove faces from Radio/
CD players if possible.

Park in a well lit area.

Make sure you lock all doors
and windows.

Consider fitting a car alarm
or other security device.
Report any suspicious inci-
dents to police on 000.

Fit security screws to your
vehicles number-plates to
prevent their unlawful re-
moval.

If your vehicle is stolen

Report it to police immedi-

ately.

Give police the registration
number, make, model and

colour of the vehicle.

Notify police of the location
and time of disappearance.
Notify your insurance com-
pany immediately.

For further information on ve-
hicle theft
http://www.carsafe.com.au/

For information on
N.H.W. please contact

Ray on 9434 2857
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Home Fire Escape Plans

Sadly, Victoria has experienced an
excessive number of preventable
deaths in house fires already this
year. It is timely to remind everyone
of the danger a fire in your home can
pose to you and your loved ones.

As well as having good fire safety
practises to prevent fires from occur-
ring, you must have working smoke
alarms to give you and your family
an early warning of a fire. Discuss
and practise a home escape plan
with the whole family, this will ensure
everybody knows the quickest way
out of your home and your agreed
safe meeting place.

Draw a plan of your home identifying
all the exits including suitable win-
dows and your agreed safe meeting
place (eg; letter box)

In case of a fire the first priority is to
get out of the house.

- As you are leaving a room, close
the door to prevent fire and smoke
from spreading.

- Alert others as you go.

- When there is smoke, get down
low and crawl out of the house.

- Go directly to your safe meeting
place outside your home, eg the
letterbox.

- Once out, stay out. Never go back
into a burning house.

- Call the Fire Brigade immediately
from a neighbour's home, mobile
phone or public phone on ‘000’.

- Wait for the fire brigade to arrive.

Practise your fire escape plan regu-
larly with your family.

For further information:

MFB: www.mfb.vic.gov.au

MFB Community Education Depart-
ment

Ph. 9665 4464

CFA: www.cfa.vic.gov.au
CFA Community Safety
Ph. 9262 8444

Cycle Security

Tens of thousands of bicycles are
stolen every year, with almost half
being stolen from around the
home. Most of these bikes are not
locked when not in use either. An
unlocked bike is an invitation for a
thief to take it.

Did you know:

80% of bikes stolen are left
unlocked.

The majority of these are
never returned to the owner.

50% of bikes are stolen from
home.

Most people don't lock their
bikes when at home.

Always lock your bike - even
if you're leaving it for only a
very short time as a thief
can grab your bike in sec-
onds.

General Home Security

When thinking about how you can
make your home safer, you should
ask yourself a couple of questions.
Do | have adequate security?
- Do the locks on doors and
windows operate correctly?
Do | have timers for lights,
TV and the radio?
Do my alarm and locks meet
Australian standards?

Am | using my home security
properly?

There is no point having the
latest protection if it is not
used for the purpose it was
designed.

Blue Ribbon Day

Blue Ribbon Day on September
29th is a public day of Remem-
brance for police killed in the line of
duty. It is also an occasion when a
grateful community can show their
appreciation and support to all serv-
ing members of our Police Force.
Blue Ribbon this year celebrates it
20" Anniversary.




