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We greatly appreciate “Banyule City Council” for printing our newsletters free of charge. 
Thank you to office staff for their generous assistance. 

For information on  
N.H.W. please contact  

Ray on 9434 2857 

NEXT MEETING   
TUESDAY 5TH MAY   

7.30 PM AT THE  
BUNDOORA BOWLING 

CLUB 
CAMERON PDE. 

BUNDOORA 

Message From Your  
Area Manager.  

 
As we are all aware, the recent Bush-
fires has been horrific to see on our 
televisions etc and we in BNY 31/32 
wished to do something to assist with 
the overall recovery. 
 
At our meeting in March, it was 
agreed that our group in Watsonia 
Nth/Greensborough  donate $300.  
The money has been sent to the Re-
gion of Neighbourhood Watch and 
they in turn will make one donation on 
behalf of all donor groups. 
 
This donation has reduced our funds 
position, but thankfully with our Spon-
sors supporting us,  we can continue 
with our efforts in reducing crime. 
 
Ray Kopke. 
Area Manager BNY 31/32 

Itinerant Traders  
 
Be wary of itinerant tradespeople or 
sellers going door-to-door seeking 
work. Itinerants have no fixed ad-
dress or place of business and move 
frequently so they can target new 
suburbs. 
 
If you employ them and the work is 
not satisfactory, it may be difficult to 
track them down to fix the job or pro-
vide a refund. 
 
The same thing applies if you buy 
faulty or defective goods from an itin-
erant seller. They move on quickly, 
leaving no forwarding contact details, 
so you may be left with faulty goods 
and no means of getting a refund. 
 
Often itinerants have no identification 
or documentation and do not issue 
receipts. Some itinerants offering 
painting or carpentry trades may not 
have an appropriate licence or au-

thority. Other itinerant traders may of-
fer home cladding, roofing, cleaning, 
bitumen repairs, tree cutting or secu-
rity services that are not up to scratch. 

Who do itinerants target?  

Itinerant tradespeople often look for 
older weatherboard, tin-roofed houses 
in older suburbs  in cities and country 
towns or on farms.  
 
Some itinerants target older people 
who often worry about their ability to 

CRIME STATISTICS  
28/01/2009—24/03/2009 

Note these figures are for  
February and March  

BNY31   

28/01/09 TFMV Middleton St. 

06/02/09 Burglary Hakea St. 

BNY32   

31/01/09 Theft Lorimer St. 

04/02/09 Prop Damage William St 

06/02/09 TFMV Mayfield St. 

07/02/09 Prop Damage Hailes St. 

07/02/09 Arson Jessop St. 

12/02/09 Theft Hailes St. 

14/02/09 Prop Damage Kempston St. 

24/02/09 Burglary Pinehills Dr. 

27/02/09 Prop Damage Lorimer St. 

07/03/09 Deception Yando St. 

14/03/09 Prop Damage Blanchard Ct. 

21/03/09 TOMV Lorimer St. 

21/03/09 TOMV Armstrong St. 

Prop Damage—Property Damage 
TFMV—Theft From Motor Vehicle 
TOMV—Theft Of Motor Vehicle 



           Safety at Home  
 
If you are harassed, attacked or 
robbed, tell the police. 
 
When you are at home, lock all doors. 
Leave spare keys with a trusted 
friend, never in hiding places. 
  
Keep a photographic record of your 
jewellery and engrave all portable 
items (eg, TV) with your name, ad-
dress and licence number. 
 
Going away? Ask a neighbour to keep 
on eye on things, collect your mail and 
put out your rubbish. Leave the radio 
on. Don't keep large amounts of 
money in the home. 
 
 If you have deadlocks, keep the keys 
in the locks on the inside when you 
are at home, in case you need to 
leave in an emergency. 
 
Make sure your house number is 
clearly visible 
 
If you live alone, don't publicise this or 
whether you are Ms, Miss, Mrs or Mr. 
Arrange for regular contact with some-
one you trust. 

Visitors 

 If you're not sure who it is, don't open 
the door. If someone is at the door 
and you are alone, pretend someone 
else is there. 
 
Be suspicious of people wanting to 
enter your home. Ask for identifica-
tion, look at it carefully and contact 
their office for verification. 
 
If someone wants to use your phone 
for an emergency, offer to make the 
call for them, but keep them out. 

Con Artists 

They’re friendly and clever. And they 
want to trick you out of your money or 
property. If they attempt to bully you, 
call the police.  
 
Beware of: something for nothing 
 “you have won a contest” 
 cash only “opportunities” 
 Home improvement offers 
 get rich quick schemes 
 “service calls” you didn’t request. 

Nuisance calls 

 Never give callers personal informa-
tion. If a caller tries to upset you, hang 
up and report it to your phone com-
pany. 

maintain their homes and are easy 
prey. Itinerants know older people 
are unlikely to make repairs to their 
house themselves or climb onto the 
roof to inspect the work.  

Would you believe this?  

An itinerant painter visits your home 
telling you that he has paint left over 
from a job nearby and can paint your 
house cheaply if you agree to have it 
done that day. 
You tell the painter you have no 
money in the house so he offers to 
drive you to the bank. 
Remember: the same laws that ap-
ply to door-to-door sales apply to 
itinerant tradespeople or sellers - 
you're entitled to a contract and a 
cooling-off period. No money should 
change hands and work should not 
begin within the cooling-off period. 
 

How do I know if a trader is 
itinerant? 

They:  usually call uninvited; prefer 
cash payments; Do not supply 
proper receipts or contracts; May 
have easily removable signs on their 
trucks (or none at all) or drive un-
marked vans with interstate number 
plates; 
 
Can't provide you with identification 
or an Authority or licence; and may 
try to win your sympathy by telling 
you a hard luck story. They may 
even have a young child with them. 

Approached by an itinerant 
worker?  

Ask to see an authority or licence. 
No licence, no job. Door-to-door sell-
ers are not allowed to take any 
money, including deposits, nor do 
any work within the cooling off pe-
riod. 
 
Door-to-door businesses must give 
you a written contract that tells you 
about the cooling off period. 
Whatever you do, don't pay cash.  
 
Don't let the tradesperson take you 
to the bank. Don't pay for anything 
upfront, not even materials. Demand 
a receipt with the trader's name and 
street address on it. 
 
If in doubt contact the Police, Con-
sumer Affairs Victoria your local Of-
fice of Fair Trading and be on the 
lookout for Fair Trading alerts about 
unlicensed or unethical itinerant 
workers. 

Out and About 

 Don't carry large sums of money. Pay 
your bills by cheque or credit card. 
 
If you carry a handbag, hold it under 
your arm or in front of you and never 
leave it unattended. If you use a wallet, 
put it inside your jacket or a front 
pocket. 
 
Have your car keys ready before you 
get to your car. 
 
If you believe you are in danger, shout 
out and make a scene and go into the 
nearest shop or busy place. 

Banking 

Vary the routine of your banking: days, 
times and branches. 
 
Put away your money before leaving 
the teller. If you must carry a large sum 
of cash, place it in an inside pocket. 

Winter Fire Safety  

Checklist  
Keep the people you love safe from 
house fires this winter 

Remember: 

·      Always keep candles away from 
curtains and windows, don’t put 
them directly on wood or plastic 
and use only when an adult is 
watching 

·      Check heaters before you use 
them for the first time each winter 
and keep clothing and curtains and 
toys at least one metre away. Al-
ways make sure there’s an adult 
around when you use heaters 

·      Don’t overload power points & re-
place damaged cords 

·      Always have a working smoke 
alarm between the living and sleep-
ing areas of your home and change 
the battery once a year 

·      Always place s screen in front of an 
open fire and put fires out before 
going out or to bed 

·      Keep pot handles tuned inwards so 
they can’t be knocked over 

For further info check the fol-
lowing websites: 

Metropolitan Fire Brigade:
          www.mfb.vic.gov.au 

Country Fire Authority:  
          www.cfa.vic.gov.au 

Check Your Hotspots:   
          www.checkyourhotspots.com 


