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We greatly appreciate “Banyule City Council” for printing our newsletters free of charge. 
Thank you to office staff for their generous assistance. 

Date Offence Location 

BNY31   

05/01/09 Burglary Macorna St 

BNY32   

23/12/08 TFMV Hailes St 

07/01/09 Burglary Yando St 

12/01/09 Prop Damage Kalprarrin Av 

CRIME STATS  
01/01/09—30/01/09 

 
NEXT MEETING   

TUESDAY 3RD MARCH   
7.30 PM AT THE  

BUNDOORA BOWLING 
CLUB 

CAMERON PDE. 
BUNDOORA 

valuable item. This includes internet 
or on-line transactions. You could do 
this by checking their address, asking 
some-one else about them or tele-
phoning them back - even if they are 
overseas. 
 
Be careful of the personal information 
you convey in public. When disclosing 
your personal information on the 
phone or entering a PIN number into 
an ATM or EFTPOS terminal, make 
sure that no-one is watching you. 
 
Disposal: Do not deposit ATM, debit 
and credit card receipts in public 
places. Take the receipts with you and 
destroy or shred them carefully. Care-
fully destroy or shred expired docu-
ments such as driving licences, pass-
ports, credit cards and old financial 
records such as tax returns and bank 
statements. If you wish to retain them, 
keep them under lock and key. 
 
Maintenance: Maintain careful records 
of your banking and financial accounts 
to ensure that they do not include any 
transactions you did not make. Keep 
track of when you are to receive your 
financial statements, replacement 
cards and utility bills, to ensure that 
they arrive and are accurate. 
 
Storage: Store your valuable official 
documents (such as passports and 
birth certificates) as well as financial 
and accounting records in a secure 
place. Do not carry official identifica-
tion documents, such as your pass-
port or birth certificate, unless you 
need them. 
 
Use a locked mail box. If you leave 
town, have your mail held at your local 
Post Office or ask a person you trust 
to pick up your mail on a daily basis. 
Do not leave documents such as car 
registration papers or expired drivers 
licences in the glove box of your car 
or lying around your home. Do not 
carry your tax file number, PIN or 
passwords in your purse or wallet.  

POSSIBLE NEW SPONSORS. 
 
Last month we sought possible new 
sponsors for our Monthly Newsletter. 
We did have an enquiry, but nothing 
eventuated. 
 
Can I again ask, if there is someone 
out there who is thinking of advertis-
ing,  please give consideration to sup-
porting Neighbourhood Watch. 
 
Monthly newsletters are delivered to 
approx. 1530 homes in the Greens-
borough/Watsonia North area.  Simply 
ring Ray on 9434 2857. Cost is only 
$20 per month for ten (10) months of 
the year.  

Preventing Identity-Related Fraud    
 
Identity-related fraud is a growing con-
cern in Australia. Today it is possible 
for some-one to obtain a range of 
identifying documents and/or informa-
tion through fraud, deception or theft. 
Completely false documents can also 
be created using stolen personal infor-
mation. These documents can then be 
misused in order to profit at our ex-
pense. For example, bank account 
details, date of birth and tax file num-
bers can be used to take funds out of 
bank accounts or fraudulently apply 
for loans. 
 
This unlawful use of another person's 
personal information is known as 
identity-related fraud. 
 
There are a number of simple precau-
tions to take in relation to the disclo-
sure, disposal, maintenance and stor-
age of you personal information in or-
der to reduce the risks of becoming a 
victim of identity-related fraud. 
Disclosure: Do not provide personal 
information and data to any-one 
unless you have reason to trust them. 
In particular, verify the identity of any-
one claiming to be from your bank or 
credit card company, or offering you 
the chance to receive a prize or other 

TFMV—Theft From Motor Vehicle 



For information on N.H.W. 
please contact Ray  

on 9434 2857 

TV and the radio?  
·     Do my alarm and locks 

meet Australian standards?  
·     Am I using my home secu-

rity properly? 
 
There is no point having the latest 
protection if it is not used for the 
purpose it was designed.  
 
Here are some tips for the eve-
ryday care of your home: 

·     Leave a key with a trusted 
friend or neighbour instead 
of hiding a spare key that 
could be found.  

·     Do not leave spare keys or 
car keys readily available 
inside the house.  

·     Consider installing motion-
activated lighting in your 
yard.  

·     It is best to lock up any 
tools in a shed.  

·     If you like pets, then dogs 
can be your best burglar 
alarm. If not, a 'beware of 
the dog' sign may still deter 
a burglar.  

·     For unique items of jewel-
lery and other collectables, 
consider a concealable 
safe. 

·     If you purchase expensive 
electrical appliances, cut 
the boxes into pieces be-
fore recycling because 
boxes left on the nature 
strip can let burglars know 
what is new in your house.  

·     Back-up computer hard 
drives and keep these cop-
ies in a different location.  

 
Mark your property using an en-
graver or ultra-violet markers, with 
a 'V' (for Victoria) followed by your 
licence number.  Markers can be 
purchased from various electrical 
stores in Victoria. Marked property 
is much harder for burglars to re-
sell.  
  

Absence from Home Register 
 
Most Police stations operate an 
‘Absence from Home Register, 
where you can leave your contact 
information, times and dates 
you’ll be away. 
 
Police can use this information to 
perform checks in the area during 
usual patrols. If using this ser-
vice, notify police when you re-
turn, especially if returning earlier 
than planned. 
 

Home Safety 
 
Create an invisible housemate - 
women living alone may choose 
to have a male relative or friend 
speak on their answering ma-
chine, such as "We're unable to 
take your call, please leave a 
message."  
 
Ask before opening the door - if it 
is a stranger at the door, talk to 
them through a locked screen 
door.  

·     Don’t let strangers in - if 
someone asks to use your 
phone, direct them to the 
nearest phone box, or 
make the call for them.  

·     Avoid telling people on 
the phone or at the door 
personal information such 
as marital status, working 
hours, employment & the 
number of people living at 
the house.  

·     Check credentials of 
tradespeople - if in doubt, 
don’t let them in. Ask for 
formal identification & ring 
the company to check.  

 
Securing your home 

 
When thinking about how you 
can make your home safer, you 
should ask yourself a couple of 
questions. 
 

·     Do I have adequate secu-
rity? 

·     Do the locks on doors & 
windows operate cor-
rectly?  

·     Do I have timers for lights, 

Total Fire Ban Days 
 
On days of extreme fire danger it is 
often hot and windy. The CFA de-
clares these days are Total Fire 
Ban days.  Days are announced the 
night before through all major me-
dia outlets.   
 
On days of high fire danger , stay 
informed by listening to ABC radio 
or local regional radio. 
If travelling on days of high fire 
risk, listen to the radio. You can 
also contact the Victorian Bushfire 
Information Line on 1800 240 667 
to find out about any fires on the 
day. 
 
On Total Fire Ban days, no fires are 
allowed in the open.   
 
You are NOT allowed: 

·    Campfires 
·    Barbecues fuelled by wood, 

Heat 
·    Beads, briquettes or petrol 
·    Outdoor ovens 
·    Fires for warmth  
·    To burn off grass or rubbish 

 
You ARE allowed: 

·    Gas or electric barbecues 
built into permanent struc-
tures, with no flammable 
materials in a 3-metre pe-
rimeter, and adult supervi-
sion at all times. 

·    Portable gas or electric bar-
becues located within 20 
metres of a dwelling 
(excludes mobile homes, 
caravans and tents), with no 
flammable materials in a 3-
metre perimeter, and adult 
supervision at all times. 

·    To operate a barbecue or 
spit at an outdoor function if 
you’re a caterer or charita-
ble organisation, which has 
a written permit from the fire 
service. 

 
You should postpone working with 
chainsaws, plant trimmers or lawn-
mowers or driving amongst crops, 
grass and undergrowth, because 
the risk of starting fires is very high. 


