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We greatly appreciate “Banyule City Council” for printing our newsletters free of charge. 
Thank you to office staff for their generous assistance. 

For information on N.H.W. 
please contact Ray  

on 9434 2857 

Date Offence Location 

BNY31   

8/10/08 Theft Huntly St 

BNY32   

27/09/08 Theft Jessop St 

05/11/08 Robbery Hailes St 

14/11/08 Theft Kalprarrin Av 

15/11/08 Burglary Jessop St 

CRIME STATS  
21/10/08—20/11/08 

 
NEXT MEETING   

TUESDAY 3RD FEBRUARY   
7.30 PM AT THE  

BUNDOORA BOWLING 
CLUB 

CAMERON PDE. 
BUNDOORA 

 
One thing that we need to im-
prove, is the aspect of rubbish bins 
being left out for days after weekly 
clearance.  Bins left out look very 
un-sightly and are an invitation 
that no one is home.  I ask every-
one assist with this small aspect of 
community awareness.   
 
Speak to your next door 
neighbour – If they are at work or 
out for a day, ask if it is ok to place 
the bin(s) inside their property. 
 
POSSIBLE NEW SPONSORS 
 
One thing that helps us run the 
Neighbourhood Watch pro-
gramme, are the people who 
‘Advertise” in the Monthly Newslet-
ter.  
 
Please endeavour to support 
them – Their support is greatly ap-
preciated and allows us to pay our 
expenses. 
 
We would like two more Advertis-
ers – If there is somebody out 
there who would like to become 
part of this Community effort, sim-
ply ring 94342857.   
 
Cost is only $20 per month for 10 
months of the year and the News-
letters reach 1530 homes in the 
Watsonia North/Greensborough 
areas. 
 
 

MESSAGE FROM YOUR  
AREA MANAGER  

RAY KOPKE 
 
Happy New Year to all of you. 
Last year was most successful in 
that crime statistics that were re-
ported every month in the News-
letter,  was probably the lowest 
since inception of the Neighbour-
hood Watch programme in our 
area, over 21 years ago. We 
would like this to continue.   
 
We must be on the lookout for 
anything suspicious.   If you see 
for example anything unusual 
and you consider it is a robbery in 
progress, RING OOO – Not the 
local Police Station. 
 
If you have a problem that is not 
of immediate concern, let the lo-
cal Police Station know. 
 
Graffiti in the community is a real 
problem but our area is relatively 
clean thanks to a small group of 
persons who look after removing 
graffiti when noticed.   
 
One of the main objectives in re-
moving graffiti, is to “clean up” 
quickly and not let it go on for 
ages before anything is done.   
 
To help, it would be great that if 
you notice small graffiti, have a 
go at removing. Try using “Jiff” or 
something similar that is a mild 
abrasive. Should you be unable 
to help, simply ring 94342857.   
 
We will arrange to have our 
group or relative authority (eg 
City of Banyule re signs) come 
and endeavour to remove. 



Eliminate Potential Hazards:  

Keep matches, lighters and 
other heat sources out of chil-
dren's reach.  

·      Keep flammable items such 
as clothing, furniture, newspa-
pers or magazines away from 
the fireplace, heater or radia-
tor.  

·      Keep all portable heaters out 
of children’s reach.  

·      Avoid plugging several appli-
ance cords into the same 
electrical socket.  

·      Replace old or frayed electri-
cal wires and appliance cords, 
and keep them on top of, not 
beneath rugs.  

·      Store all flammable liquids 
such as gasoline outside of 
the home.  

Prepare your home:  

·      Install smoke alarms on every 
level of your home, in all hall-
ways and in every sleeping 
area. Consider installing both 
ionization alarms, which are 
better at sensing flaming fires, 
and photoelectric alarms, 
which are better at sensing 
slow, smoky fires.  

·      Test smoke alarms monthly. 
Maintain alarms by replacing 
batteries at least once a year, 
and replace alarms every 10 
years. Plan and practice two 
escape routes out of each 
room of the house. It is impor-
tant to have an alternate es-
cape route in case one is 
blocked by fire. Fire drills 
should be practiced spontane-
ously both during the day and 
at night. More than 50 percent 
of fire deaths in the home oc-
cur between 9 p.m. and 6 a.
m.  

·     Keep furniture and other 
heavy objects out of the way 
of doors and windows, so 
they won’t block an escape.  

·      Designate an outside meeting 
place, so all members of the 
family can be accounted for 
quickly.  

 

 

Fire Safety for Kids 

Fires can be deadly. Each year, 
more than 600 children aged 14 
years & under die, and nearly 
47,000 are injured, in fires.  De-
spite a 56 percent decline in the 
fire death rate since 1988, fires 
remain a leading cause of unin-
tentional injury-related death 
among children in Australia. But 
there are some ways to prevent 
fire-related injuries.  
   
Installing smoke alarms in hall-
ways and every level of your 
home and in all sleeping areas, 
minimises the chances of death 
or serious injury in a home fire. 
Keeping matches, lighters and 
other heat sources out of chil-
dren’s reach can help eliminate 
child-play fires – the leading 
cause of fire-related death for 
children 5 and under.  Prepara-
tion and education are key ele-
ments of preventing fire trage-
dies. 

Planning and practicing a fire es-
cape route with your family, and 
talking to your children about 
what to expect in a fire, are sim-
ple steps anyone can take.  A 
prepared child is more likely to 
escape unharmed.  

Protecting Your Family:  

A small fire can grow into a 
deadly one within minutes. To 
help prevent a tragedy, closely 
inspect your home to eliminate 
potential hazards. Prepare your 
home for an emergency, and 
teach your family about the dan-
gers of fire and how to escape. If 
a child is coached properly ahead 
of time, he or she will have a bet-
ter chance of surviving.  

Teach Safety:  

Children should know the sound 
of the smoke alarm.  When they 
hear it, teach them to: 
 

·     Crawl low under smoke. An es-
timated three-quarters of child-
hood fire deaths are caused by 
the smoke and toxic gases pro-
duced as a fire develops and 
spreads.  

·      Touch doors before opening 
them. If the door is hot, do not 
open and use an alternative 
exit.  

·      Never go back into a burning 
building. Children should be 
reminded not to stop or return 
for anything, such as a toy or to 
call an emergency number. An 
emergency call should be 
placed after leaving the prem-
ises.  

·      “Stop, drop and roll."  Upon 
leaving the burning house or 
building, children whose 
clothes have caught on fire 
should immediately stop, drop 
to the ground and roll them-
selves back and forth quickly to 
extinguish the flames.  

·      Take children to your local fire 
station for a tour. Children will 
be able to see a fire-fighter in 
full gear and learn that he or 
she is someone who saves 
children – not  someone to be 
afraid of or hide from.  

·      Also, be sure you’re not teach-
ing your children bad habits. 
Don’t let them see you smoke 
in bed or disconnect smoke 
alarm batteries! 

For further information check 
out: 

http://www.mfb.vic.gov.au/ 


