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We greatly appreciate “Banyule City Council” for printing our newsletters free of charge. 
Thank you to office staff for their generous assistance. 

For information on N.H.W. 
please contact Ray  

on 9434 2857 

NEXT RESIDENT’S 
MEETING 

 
Will be held at: 

Bundoora Bowling Club 
On 

Tuesday 5th February 7:30 pm 

Date Offence Location 

BNY31   

 Nil  

BNY32   

17/10/07 Burglary Pinehills Dr. 

CRIME STATS  
29/10/07—28/11/07 

WHAT IS BURGLARY 
 
If a person enters any building or 
part of a building as a trespasser 
with intent 
 

·     to steal anything in the 
building or part in ques-
tion; or 

·     to commit an offence 

(i) involving an assault to a per-
son in the 
building or part in question; or 

 
(ii) involving any damage to the 
building or 
to property in the building or part 
in question— which is punishable 
with imprisonment for a term of 
five years or more. 
 
“A building shall apply also to an 
inhabited vehicle or vessel, and 
shall apply to any such vehicle or 
vessel at times when the person 
having a habitation in it is not 
there as well as at times when he 
is”. 
 
Continued over page.  

MESSAGE FROM 
YOUR AREA MANAGER 

 
GRAFFITI  

I am sure you can notice around 
our area, that graffiti has been re-
duced and for this I thank Daniella 
and Cathy (sub committee ladies) 
for their help in removing graffiti 
when noticed.  Of course they can-
not see all graffiti and I ask that 
should you see any in your area, 
please ring me on 9434 2857. I will 
arrange for one of the ladies to call 
out and remove or alternatively if 
you could, please endeavour to 
remove yourself. 
 

GARAGE SALES  
It is quite noticeable that when 
some  persons have a garage 
sale, notices are placed around 
the area (lamp posts, speed signs 
etc) but, when the sale day has 
completed, the signs are left. It is 
not very fair to our area that the 
signs are not taken down They 
look un-sightly. I myself have re-
moved three (3) in recent weeks, 
and I am not very impressed.  
Could people who have a garage 
sale in the future, please be more 
courteous and REMOVE THE 
NEXT DAY. 
 
Thanks,  
Ray Kopke, Area Manager. 

These figures are terrific.  Would-
n’t it be great if there was no crime 
to report. The December statistics 
are not available due to the holi-
day break. 



cence number. These 
markers are now available 
to buy from various electri-
cal stores in Victoria. 
Marked property is much 
harder for burglars to re-
sell.  

Here are some tips to help you be 
prepared in case you need to file 
an insurance claim: 

·     Make a list of your property 
for insurance purposes  

·     It is a good idea to take 
photos of expensive items, 
such as jewellery  

·     Ensure you have current 
and adequate insurance 
cover.  

Safe behaviour in your home 

Whether you are at home or not, 
there are things you can do to help 
make your home, and you, safer. 

·     Know your neighbours - 
get to know who is sup-
posed to live there and 
look after each other. They 
will be more inclined to 
look after your place if you 
know them.  

·     Create an invisible house-
mate - Women living alone 
may choose to have a 
male relative or friend 
speak on their answering 
machine, such as "We're 
unable to take your call, 
please leave a message."  

·     Ask before opening the 
door - if it is a stranger at 
the door, talk to them 
through a locked screen 
door.  

·     Do not let strangers in - if 
someone asks to use your 
phone you should direct 
them to the nearest phone 
box, or make the call for 
them.  

·     Do not give personal de-
tails - avoid telling people 
on the phone or at the door 
personal information such 
as marital status, working 
hours, employment and the 
number of people living at 
the house.  

·     Check credentials of 
tradespeople - if in doubt, 
do not let them in. Ask for 

Securing your home  
 
When thinking about how you can 
make your home safer, you should 
ask yourself a couple of questions. 

Do I have adequate security?  

·     Do the locks on doors and 
windows operate correctly?  

·     Do I have timers for lights, 
TV and the radio?  

·     Do my alarm and locks meet 
Australian standards?  

Am I using my home security 
properly?  

·     There is no point having the 
latest protection if it is not 
used for the purpose it was 
designed.  

Here are some tips for the everyday 
care of your home: 

·     Leave a key with a trusted 
friend or neighbour instead 
of hiding a spare key that 
could be found.  

·     Do not leave spare keys or 
car keys readily available 
inside the house.  

·     Consider installing motion-
activated lighting in your 
yard.  

·     It is best to lock up any tools 
in a shed.  

·     If you like pets, then dogs 
can be your best burglar 
alarm. If not, a 'beware of 
the dog' sign may still deter 
a burglar.  

·     If you have unique items of 
jewellery and other collect-
ables, consider a portable 
and concealable hide-away 
safe, available in a variety of 
sizes.  

·     If you purchase expensive 
electrical appliances, cut the 
boxes into pieces before re-
cycling because boxes left 
on the nature strip can let 
burglars know what is new 
in your house.  

·     Back-up computer hard 
drives and keep these cop-
ies in a different location to 
prevent the loss of informa-
tion on your computer.  

·     Mark your property using an 
engraver or ultra-violet 
markers, with a 'V' (for Vic-
toria) followed by your li-

formal identification and 
ring their company to 
check.  

·     Do not let children answer 
the phone - if your chil-
dren are at home unsu-
pervised, let the answer-
ing machine or message 
bank take the call as peo-
ple can glean information 
about your whereabouts. 

·     Trust your instinct - if you 
feel unsafe or if you think 
someone is inside, do not 
enter the house. Use your 
mobile phone or go to a 
neighbour and call police 
on 000.  

Keep out of sight and a safe dis-
tance from the house and, if you 
see them leave, take note of their 
personal description and car reg-
istration, make and colour.   

Absence from home register  

Many police stations operate an 
Absence from home register, 
where you can leave your contact 
information and the times and 
dates that you will be away. 
 
Police can use this information to 
perform checks in the area during 
usual patrols.  

If using this service, be sure to 
notify police when you return, es-
pecially if returning earlier than 
planned. 

Crime Stoppers:  
 
Over the past two years, Crime 
Stoppers has increased its profile 
in the community through the de-
velopment of international part-
nerships, the adoption of internet 
marketing and reporting facilities 
and substantial promotion within 
non-English speaking communi-
ties. This has led to an overall in-
crease in the community’s confi-
dence in contacting Crime Stop-
pers to report a greater range of 
offences. This has not only led to 
more reports but better quality 
information, translating into a 
higher proportion of arrests and 
charges relative to initial reports. 


