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We greatly appreciate “Banyule City Council” for printing our newsletters free of charge. 
Thank you to office staff for their generous assistance. 

For information on N.H.W. 
please contact Ray  

on 9434 2857 

NEXT RESIDENT’S 
MEETING 

 
Will be held at: 

Bundoora Bowling Club 
On 

Tuesday 2nd October 7:30 pm 
 

Date Offence Location 

BNY31   

 nil  

BNY32   

11/08/07 Burglary Darvell Cv. 

11/08/07 Prop Damage Hailes  St. 

CRIME STATS  
30/7/07—28/8/07 

Theft of motor vehicles  
 
During 2005/06, there were 19,578 
theft of motor car offences recorded.  
This was a decrease of eight per 
cent from the previous reporting pe-
riod and was the fifth consecutive 
decrease since 2000/01.  The recov-
ery rate for stolen vehicles in 
2005/06 was 75.6 per cent, 1.3 per 
cent lower that the rate recorded in 
2004/05. 
There were decreases in Theft of 
Motor Car offences in approximately 
79 per cent of districts. 
 
Approximately 63 per cent of re-
ported vehicles were stolen from 
outside private addresses, in the 
street/road/freeway, in private drive-
ways or in shopping centre car 
parks. 
 
Nearly 52 per cent of vehicles recov-
ered were located within 24 hours. 
The total number of offenders proc-
essed during 2005/06 increased by 
14.8 per cent. 
 
There was an increase in the num-
ber of offenders under 21 years of 
age. 
The three most common items iden-
tified as stolen from recovered vehi-
cles were car stereos, wheels & 
tyres. 
 
The two most common makes of 
stolen vehicles were Ford and Hol-
den, comprising approximately 58 
per cent of vehicles stolen.  Vehicles 
built between 1984 and 1990 were 
the most commonly stolen vehicles.  
Vehicles built after this period are 
less likely to be stolen, a factor at-
tributed to increased security meas-
ures adopted by vehicle manufactur-
ers in recent years.  There have 
been increases in the thefts of vehi-
cles, including Hyundai and Toyota, 
as well as increases in the thefts of 

SPECIAL INTEREST MEETING. 
SCAMS AND DECEPTIONS 

BUNDOORA BOWLING CLUB 
Tuesday 2nd Of October 

8:00 PM 
Cameron Pde. 

 
On Tuesday 2nd Of October we have arranged for Detective Sergeant Bill Chri-
sant from the Heidelberg Criminal Investigating  Unit (CIU) to come along and 
speak about scams and deceptions. 
 
This is a combined effort of other Neighbourhood Watch h areas in Greensbor-
ough/Watsonia/Bundoora and we ask that as many as is possible to come 
along, to what should be an informative evening.  

These are great figures. The crime 
rate continues to be low in this area.. 



short-term to accommodate the imme-
diate requirements of the offender/s. 
‘Opportunist’ thieves also feature 
prominently in theft from motor car 
offences and will target property left 
on display in unattended vehicles.  

Unrecovered vehicles 
 
Recovery of stolen vehicles remains 
an area of concern. The number of 
unrecovered vehicles is presently 24.4 
per cent. This equates to about 4777 
vehicles per year that are not recov-
ered (Victoria Police, 2006). While this 
is a significant reduction from the 
19,000 outstanding vehicles five years 
ago, it is an issue that still requires 
closer attention. 

Links to Other Criminal Activity 
 
Number plate theft has traditionally 
been associated with masking the 
identity of vehicles used in the com-
mission of serious crimes. Number 
plate theft is also linked to toll evasion 
(CityLink) and to avoid detection by 
road safety cameras.  
There are also occasions when stolen 
number plates have been used on un-
registered vehicles to avoid detection 
by authorities. 
In more recent times, rising fuel costs 
are impacting on number plate theft 
and there are strong links between 
these thefts and the incidence of pet-
rol theft (drive-offs).  
An increase from 9067 reported num-
ber plate thefts in 2004/2005 to 
11,963 in 2005/2006 (Victoria Police, 
2006), represents an increase of 31.9 
per cent over the past 12 months. 
 
Preventing Vehicle Theft and Theft 
from Vehicles 
 
Australian standard certified 
alarms  
 
When you buy an alarm, ask the in-
staller to demonstrate its passive 
alarm immobiliser after installation. 
Also, ask for a certificate of compli-
ance to the Australian Standard. 
An Australian Standards certified 
alarm should have: Sensors that offer 
perimeter protection Interior protection 
Anti-movement or vehicle-jacking de-
tection Glass breakage detection. A 
siren linked separately to all doors, 
the bonnet and boot. Sound no louder 
than 115 decibels.  
 
Bonnet locks  
 
Bonnet locks prevent unauthorised 

vehicles such as Alfa Romeo, BMW, 
Jaguar, Volkswagen and Volvo.  Ap-
proximately 89 per cent of vehicles 
stolen from country divisions were re-
covered in the same division from 
where they were stolen.  Approxi-
mately 64 per cent of vehicles stolen 
from metropolitan divisions were re-
covered in the same division. 
 
Theft from motor vehicles 
 
During 2005/06 there were 47,074 re-
corded thefts from motor cars.  This 
was an increase of 3.8 per cent from 
the previous reporting period and was 
the first increase since 2000/01. 
There was an increase in theft from 
motor vehicles in 59 per cent of all po-
lice districts during the period. 
The number of offenders overall de-
creased 0.1 per cent from the previ-
ous period. 
Approximately 34 per cent of vehicles 
were entered by smashing windows.  
The most common items stolen from 
vehicles were cash, mobile phones, 
wallets, computers, GPS systems and 
CDs. 
 
There were increases in the number 
of computers, credit cards and ac-
count cards stolen from vehicles dur-
ing 2005/06.  There has been a sig-
nificant increase of 31.9 per cent in 
thefts of number plates. 
There was an increase in stolen num-
ber plates in 88 per cent of districts.  
60 per cent of vehicles had both num-
ber plates stolen. 

Organised Vehicle Theft 
 
As the term suggests, ‘organised’ ve-
hicle theft is the term used to describe 
vehicle-related theft, usually theft of 
vehicles, committed by offenders who 
engage in a planned process to com-
mit crime. ‘Organised’ thieves often 
target particular makes and models of 
vehicles and employ sophisticated 
measures to facilitate their activities. 

Opportunist Vehicle Theft 
 
The ‘opportunist’ car thief differs from 
the ‘organised’ thief by virtue of their 
relatively unplanned processes. 
‘Opportunist’ theft is often ‘spur of the 
moment’ and may be determined by 
existing circumstances at the time of-
fences of this nature occur. This is not 
to suggest that some degree of plan-
ning is not required or practiced by 
‘opportunist’ thieves in order to avoid 
detection or apprehension. The level 
of planning however will be typically 

entry to the engine bay and work best 
with an engine immobiliser.  They can 
be fitted to the existing release 
mechanism, or used as an extra bon-
net lock. They can be key or remote 
control operated. The engine immobi-
liser is fitted in the engine compart-
ment and with the bonnet locked it is 
very difficult to bypass and start the 
engine. 
 
Door Locks 
 
Door locks give you some protection 
by making it harder for thieves to en-
t e r  t h e  c a r . 
The Acorn model deadlocks are an 
alternative to some original equipment 
door locks and provide a deadlock ca-
pability. 
 
Immobilisers 
 
An engine immobiliser prevents the 
engine from being started. 
 
Starter ignition fuel system. 
 
It should be passive arming, which 
means it sets itself automatically after 
the engine is switched off. It should 
also have the immobilisation relays 
hidden away in the control box to 
make it harder for a thief to locate and 
bypass. 
 
The NRMA Insurance Company in 
information contained in its web site 
recommends the use of black wires, 
instead of coloured, to make it more 
difficult for thieves to identify the wires 
that can bypass the immobiliser. 
 
Some more popular methods by 
which immobilisers can be controlled 
are: 
Transponde r – an electronic device 
that converts electronically coded sig-
nals into radio signals and requires no 
action by owner to set 
Remote key – usually a hand-held 
device which, when activated, trans-
mits a radio or infra-red frequency to 
control the immobiliser. 
Electronic key  – a coded key-style 
device which enables the engine to 
start Coded key pad – requires a code 
or PIN to be entered to disable the 
immobiliser 
Key switch  – a switching method to 
disable the immobiliser. 
 
All immobilisers listed have the control 
relays built into the control box, and 
are grouped by number of immobilisa-
tion points. 
 


