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We greatly appreciate “Banyule City Council” for printing our newsletters free of charge. 
Thank you to office staff for their generous assistance. 

For information on N.H.W. 
please contact Ray  

on 9434 2857 

NEXT RESIDENT’S 
MEETING 

 
Will be held at: 

Bundoora Bowling Club 
On 

Tuesday 7th August 7:30 pm 
 

ANNUAL GENERAL  
MEETING NIGHT . 

 
If anyone would like  

to join the Committee,  
please ring Ray  on 9434 2857  

prior to the meeting. 

Date Offence Location 

BNY31   

06/06/07 TFMV Meakin St. 

08/06/07 TFMV Middelton St. 

09/06/07 TFMV Meakin St. 

BNY32   

30/05/07 Burglary Kalparrin Av. 

10/06/07 Prop Damage Kalparrin Av. 

11/06/07 Robbery Kempston St. 

TFMV—Theft From Motor Vehicle 

CRIME STATS  
20/5/07—19/6/07 

DELIVERING OF  
NEWSLETTERS- 

SELLARS/GILLINGHAM/
MACORNA STS AREA. 

 
The person who arranges for newslet-
ters to be delivered in this area, is 
leaving sometime near September. We 
need a replacement. 
 

Can you HELP? 
 
Once a month for 10 months of the 
year, some 250 odd Newsletters 
would be delivered to your home. All 
you have to do is deliver on average, 
25 Newsletters to 10 houses in your 
immediate area.  
 
In turn these persons deliver the 
Newsletters, so as the important mes-
sage of Neighbourhood Watch is 
placed in all homes. 
 
Please ring Ray on 9434 2857 if you 
can spare one hour per month to help. 
 

CRIME STATISTICS ARE THE 
LOWEST FOR SOME YEARS.  

WE NEED TO KEEP DELIVERING.  

PERSONAL SAFETY. 
 
The bulletin offers the following information 
and advice, most of this advice is available 
in personal safety information provided by 
Victoria Police Crime Prevention Officers.  
 
To have a safety plan means thinking about 
what you would do if you felt unsafe or 
threatened, and how you would respond in 
that situation. 
 
Planning ahead or thinking about possible 
options may enable you to think more 
clearly when faced with a problem, and give 
you the confidence to carry out the plan. 
Trust your instincts and do what makes you 
feel safe. 
 
An important aspect of a safety plan is de-
veloping a network of people who you can 
trust, and contact for advice or assistance if 
you feel your personal safety is threatened, 
or in an emergency. People you might con-
sider maybe relatives, friends, work mates, 
neighbours, police, or other emergency ser-
vices. 
Make a conscious decision that you will not 
become somebody’s victim. Look around 
you and project confidence. 
 
Face your fears and decide that they are not 
going to ruin your life. Be aware of your 
surroundings and the people around you. Be 
prepared to take the steps that will allow you 
to carry out your everyday life without con-
stant fear. 
 
Crime is around, but be prepared to not be 
a victim, and put crime into perspective. 
Actual crime is different to perceived crime. 
Remember the media tends to over sensa-
tionalise at times.  
 



 
� Keep a torch, pen, paper and coins in 

glove box for emergency. You never 
know what you might witness or observe. 

 
� Do not pick up hitchhikers. 
 
�   If you think you are being followed, 

confirm your suspicions by making turns 
and staying on busy and brightly-lit 
streets if at night. If you are still being 
followed, do not drive home revealing 
where you live. Drive to a police station, 
open service station, or similar place 
where you can call the police. Note regis-
tration number, description etc. 

 
� If a driver ahead of you deliberately 

forces you to stop by breaking or block-
ing the road, do not turn off the engine as 
you may stall when trying to restart. 

 
� If the driver gets out of the car and comes 

towards you, remain in your car with 
doors locked and windows shut. Sound 
your horn and flash your lights. 

 
� Leave a safe distance between cars, at 

lights. This helps to avoid problems of 
road rage or the creation of aggravated 
situations.  

 
� If your car starts to falter, stop in a safe 

place, rather than continuing to your desti-
nation, risking a breakdown. 

 
� Consider a mobile phone 
 
� Do not put RACV tag with Registration 

number on keys. If you loose your keys 
offender may find your car and steal it 
from carpark. 

 
 Parking Your Vehicle 

 
� Consider the area you are parking in if 

not returning to your car until after dark. 
Does the area have adequate lighting, is it 
isolated or dark. Don’t park in an isolated 
position. If it will be dark when you re-
turn, check lighting. 

 
� Avoid parking too close to walls, high 

fences or vegetation, which might provide 
cover for an attacker. 

 
� Before getting out of your car, look 

around first to check that the vicinity ap-
pears safe. If you see any suspicious peo-
ple loitering nearby, drive to a different 
location. 

 
� Remove purses, packages or other easily 

stolen items from easy view within the 
car. Avoid leaving papers in your car with 
your name and address on, as the thief 
may pay your home a visit. 

 
� Car thieves often watch people as they 

park their vehicles. So don’t move goods 
from inside your car to the boot at the 
same location you leave the car; 

 
� Steering locks, immobilisers and 

alarms are good value, as long as you 

Elements of Crime  
  
1. Victim 
2. Offender 
3. Opportunity 
 
All of these elements must combine in order 
for a crime to take place. If one element is 
missing the crime cannot happen. The most 
variable element is opportunity, many crimes 
committed were not necessarily planned, but 
offenders took advantage of circumstances that 
provided the opportunity. We refer to these 
crimes as opportunistic crime. 
 

Influences on an Offender 
 
Increase            RISK 
Increase            EFFORT 
Decrease          REWARD 
Decrease          EXCUSES 
 
All of these influence the offender on whether 
or not he/she will commit the offence. Do not 
give them the opportunity, make things harder 
for them, and make yourself a “Hard” target. 
 

Public Transport 

� Plan your trip, which routes you will 
take, cost, method of payment  

 
� Check timetables in advance – avoid 

long waits at platforms, particularly in 
the evening. Be prepared if you have a 
long wait for your train, tram or bus. Stay 
in well-lit areas or wait near local shops. 
Stand where you can be seen. 

 
� Where possible sit with others or travel 

with a friend. Face other travellers 
 
� If you are harassed or assaulted, com-

plain loudly to draw attention to yourself. 
 
� If leaving your car at a station, park as 

close as possible to the station, and have 
your keys ready when you leave the sta-
tion. 

 
� Remain Alert:  take note of suspicious 

people  
 
� Consider an aisle seat, rather than a win-

dow seat, and then there is less chance of 
being blocked in. 

 
� Consider carrying a personal alarm 
 
� Be familiar with PTC security. Eg. Sit in 

the front carriage near driver. 
 

In your Vehicle.   
 
� Keep car full of petrol, air and water, 

and well serviced. 
 
� Plan your trip:  always carry a road map 
 
� Inform someone of your trip destination 

and estimated time, a proposed route 
 
� Check your doors are locked before driv-

ing off. 

engage them every time you leave the car. 
 
� Remove ignition keys; lock all doors, 

windows and glass vents. Leaving your 
car keys in the ignition or leaving your 
vehicle unlocked is an offence under the 
Victorian Road Rules and an infringe-
ment notice with a penalty of $75-00 can 
be issued. 

 
� Thieves are aware of the best hiding 

places for a spare key – so don’t hide one 
anywhere on your vehicle; Take it with 
you. 

 
� When returning to your car, have the 

keys in your hand for quick access. 
 
� Before you open your car door, visually 

conduct a proper check to make sure no 
one is hiding inside, particularly behind 
the front seats. 

 
� Engrave or mark your car accessories 

with the letter ‘V’ (for Victoria) followed 
by your driver’s licence number. 

 
� A locked garage is a safe garage. Many 

cars are stolen from garages and drive-
ways – both day and night. 

 
� Having the V.I.N. etched onto major 

glass components of your car can also 
deter potential car thieves. 

 
If the Car Breaks Down 

 
� If there are warning signs, you may 

have enough time to reach a busy public 
space where you can stop. 

� If you have a flat tyre, think about driv-
ing slowly to a safe place to stop. (Even 
though you may damage the rim, this 
maybe more desirable than compromising 
your safety. 

 
� If it is dark and you breakdown in a 

very isolated spot, you may have to con-
sider spending the night in your vehicle. 
Or put hazard lights on, bonnet up, lock 
doors, flash your lights, try to attract at-
tention, we advise that you do not accept 
lifts from persons unknown to you, ask 
them to call RACV or a nominated per-
son for you.  

 
� Decide whether you consider it safe to 

leave the car to call for assistance. 
(Taking into consideration time and loca-
tion) 

 
� Remain in your car if someone offers 

assistance and speak through a partially 
opened window. 

 
� If no one stops to offer assistance, you 

could consider briefly exiting your car, 
waving down a passing motorist, and then 
returning to your car, locking yourself in. 

 
� You may have to rely on a motorist 

making a call for you, if a telephone is 
too far away.  

 


