CRIME STATS 1/3/07—29/3/07

Date Offence L ocation
BNY31

18/03/07  Burglary Macorna St
24/03/07 TFMV Hakea St.
BNY32

23/03/07  Prop Damage Pinehills Dr
26/03/07 Burglary Jessop St.

TFMV—Theft From Motor Vehicle

Burqglaries & Thefts
from unsecured
premises.

Most people are practicing good
crime prevention in regards to se-
curing the main part of their actual
homes. However, this does not ap-
pear to extend to garages, sheds
& carports.

We are currently experiencing an
increase of 10% in burglaries and
theft of items such as bikes, lawn
mowers, & garden tools.

For information on N.H.W.
please contact Ray
on 9434 2857

Watch for Hoons

Legislation has been introduced
recently to combat erratic, danger-
ous or "hoon" driving. This usually
involves excessive revving of mo-
tors which produce, wheel spins
and fish tailing, (sliding sideway on
the road) and result in loud noise,
smoke and tyre marks over the
road.

The penalties include:
1st offence - .
Vehicle impounded for 48 hours

2nd offence -
Vehicle impounded for up to 3
months.

3rd offence -

Permanent forfeiture of vehicle,
Being charged with the relevant
offence,

Incur any costs regarding the tow-
ing and impoundment of the vehi-
cle

Note- if the driver is not the owner
of the vehicle POLICE CAN STILL
IMPOUND IT.

(Lack of parental control could re-
sult in a parent's vehicle being im-
pounded.)

The "hoon" driving can be wit-
nessed by a member of the public
or a police member.

Police need the assistance of the
public to combat this problem.

. A registration number

. A description of the vehicle

. The time and date the incident
occurred . Details of any known o
ending drivers

If you can provide this information
while it is happening, ring 000.

or
Supply this information later to
your local police station. A written
statement may be required.

Police have been adopting a pro-
active approach by warning sus-
pect driver of the possible conse-
guences. Police can not be every-
where. Reporting suspicious be-
haviour is one of the four main
strategies of NHW. We need the
public to be our eyes & ears.

NEXT RESIDENT’S
MEETING
Will be held at:
Bundoora Bowling Club
On
Tuesday 1st May 7:30 pm

We greatly appreciate “ Banyule City Council” for printing our newsl etters free of charge.
Thank you to office staff for their generous assi stance.
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PERSONAL SAFETY

(Continued from last month)

Out and about.

* Be aware when going out alone.

* When using an ATM or Public
Phone, look around first to make sure
that nobody is watching you. Try and
use your body as a shield to prevent
anyone seeing you enter your P.I.N.
number. Immediately place all cash in
your wallet/pocket — never count it in
front of the ATM.

* If in a situation- draw peoples at-
tention to your situation.

* If practical, don’t go to the toilet
alone.

* Watch valuables at all times.

* Watch your drinks, Rohypnol is
colourless and odourless. Date rape
drugs are out there.

* Let your friends know with whom
you are leaving.

* When leaving a social venue try
not to leave on your own or isolated
from other patrons.

* Avoid hailing a taxi, book if possi-
ble. Know which company you booked
with. Note registration and driver num-
ber.

In the Home.

* What security do you have? Is it
enough? Look around for any weak-
nesses. Check your doors and win-
dows. Timers lights/TV/Radio, Alarm,
and locks, do they meet Aust. Stan-
dards. Are you satisfied that you have
adequate security.

* How do | know if my house is se-
cure? Home security should be used
correctly. There is no point having the
latest protection if it is not used for the
purpose it was designed.

* Know your neighbours. Know who
is supposed to live there. Look after
each other. They will be more inclined
to look after your place. Best line of
defense.

* Create an invisible housemate.
Females living alone may choose to
have a male relative or friend provide
a message. "We@e unable to take
your call, please leave a message"

* Always ask who is at the door first
before opening it. If it is a stranger,
only talk to them via a locked security
door.

* Do not give personal details over
the phone, or to door to door sales
people, particularly information con-
cerning marital status, working hours,
type of employment, number of occu-
pants, etc.

* Tradespeople — always check cre-
dentials beforehand, if in doubt do not

let them in. Phone their company to
check their identity. Request formal
identification.

* If a stranger asks to use your
phone, direct them to the nearest pub-
lic phone box, or make the call for
them. Do not let them in.

* Let an answering machine handle
incoming calls when your children are
at home unsupervised, offenders can
glean information to assist their
cause.

* If you suspect an intruder is inside
DO NOT ENTER THE HOUSE - use
your mobile phone or go to a
neighbour and phone the police on
000. Keep out of sight and a safe dis-
tance from the house. If you see them
leave, take note of their personal de-
scriptions and car rego/make/colour.

If You Have Been Assaulted/
Robbed.

* Try to get to a place where you
feel safe.

* Try to remain calm, and remem-
ber as many details as possible about
the incident.

* If there are injuries, ensure an
ambulance has also been called.

* Contact the police as soon as
possible to report the incident — this
will assist investigators and increase
the chances of the offender being
caught.

* |In the case of sexual assaults,
knowing your attacker should not stop
you from seeking help or taking legal
action.

Active Resistance

* This involves using physical force
in the first few seconds of the attack.
Consider alternative access to money:
service stations, supermarkets and
department stores.

* Avoid discussing your personal
affairs in public. July 2005 Personal
Safety & Family Violence

* Scream- to distract the offender-
to attract attention. Never plead, talk
confidently.

* Lower your centre of gravity,
maintain your balance.

* Three vital areas - eyes, throat,
groin. Use all your strength. Hit hard.
Repeated attempts sap your strength.

* Use anything you are carrying to
aid you in defending yourself. Most
attacks are weaponless, introducing a
weapon may put you in more danger.
Weapons may then be taken from you
and used against you. Weapons may
give you false confidence.

* All defenses are aimed at escap-
ing, to break the grip and get away.



