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We greatly appreciate “ Banyule City Council”  for printing our newsletters free of charge. 
Thank you to office staff for their generous assistance. 

For information on N.H.W. 
please contact Ray  

on 9434 2857 

NEXT RESIDENT’S 
MEETING 

Will be held at: 
Bundoora Bowling Club 

On 
Tuesday 6th February 7:30 pm 

Character istics  
of Burglary. 

 
� Many people are concerned about 

home burglary. 
 
� Homes that have been burgled once 

are almost four times more likely to 
be burgled again - as burglars some-
times return within two months, just 
after stolen items have been re-
placed. 

 
� Statistically, people who live in lar-

ger cities are more likely to be the 
victims of a burglary at least once in 
their lives. 

 

Tips to target harden 
your premises 

 
� Consider installing an alarm. 
� In 25% of all burglaries there is no 

sign of forced entry - burglars just 
walk in! 

� Burglars look for the easiest target - 
they want to get in and out quickly. 
Breaching a lock takes time, so 
locks deter burglars. 

� Install deadlocks on all external 
doors and keyed locks on all win-
dows; lock up when you leave, even 
if only for a few minutes. (But re-
member: don't engage the deadlocks 
while you're in the house - this may 
be hazardous in the event of a fire.) 

� Security screens allow you to look 
out but prevent intruders from see-
ing in. A good quality screen door 
can put a locked barrier between 
you and a stranger. 

� Lock your side gates. 
� Burglars seek out empty houses be-

cause there's less chance they'll get 
caught. 

� When you're not at home, make it 
look like somebody's there. 

 

Some tips to mislead them 
 
� Leave a radio on, tuned to a talkback 

station. 
� If you're out for the evening, leave 

some lights on and close the curtains. 
� If you're going on holiday: cancel your 

newspaper. 
� Have a trusted neighbour or relative 

empty your letterbox and take your bin 
out (even if it's empty!) and in again 

� Hang some old clothes on the line, 
leave old shoes outside the front door 

� Divert your home phone number to 
your mobile 

� Organise a house-sitter if you're away 
for an extended period of time. 

� Never let people know when your 
home will be empty - don't let burglars 
"book you in" 

� Avoid giving away information in per-
son, in writing or through your answer-
ing machine message. 

� Avoid leaving invitations or notes 
about holidays in plain view (stuck on 
the fridge, next to the phone, up on a 
whiteboard). This advertises when 
your house will be empty. 

� On your answering machine say "We 
can't come to the phone right now" 
rather than "I'm on holidays and will 
be back on". 

� If you live alone, say "We can't come 
to the phone right now" rather than "I 
can't come to the phone right now". 

� Avoid advertising your expensive pur-
chases. Boxes left on the nature strip 
let burglars know what's new in your 
house (DVD player, computer, etc). 
Cut boxes into pieces before recycling. 

� Don't let burglars use your spare key 
burglars will always look for hidden 
keys so leave keys with a trusted 
neighbour or friend instead. 

� A low fence or one that can be seen 
through lets your neighbours spot 
something that's out of place, like a 
stranger in your garden. (A high fence 
that can't be seen through might pro-
vide privacy  - but once the burglar is 
behind that, they're hidden from view.) 



� Keep trees and shrubs trimmed low. 
Motion—activated lighting puts a 
spotlight on burglars. If offenders 
think they've been discovered it’s 
more probable they will leave 

� Marked property is much harder for 
burglars to re-sell - and even if a 
burglar steals a marked item, it's 
much easier for you to identify 
what's yours.  

� Mark your property using an en-
graving pen (available from hard-
ware and office supply stores) or 
ultra-violet markers ( now available 
at all  Good Guys Stores  around 
Victoria for $2-50) 

� Put this code on your property: 
"V" (for Victoria) followed by your 
licence number. 
People without a drivers licence 
may nominate another persons num-
ber subject to their approval. People 
who do not reside permanently in 
Victoria or any one state might con-
sider using their mobile phone num-
ber. 

� Make a list of your property. Keep a 
list of your CDs, DVDs, videos and   
any other collectible items in a safe 
place. Neighbourhood Watch can 
assist you with  a property inventory 
form 

� Take photos of expensive items, 
such as jewellery. 

� Make sure you have current and 
adequate insurance cover. 

� Lock up your tools and your shed, 
don't let a burglar use your tools to 
break into your own house! 

� Consider getting a four-legged 
"burglar alarm". Barking dogs warn 
people that something's wrong, so 
burglars avoid homes with dogs. If 

you don't own a dog, a "beware of 
dog" sign may still deter a burglar. 

� For unique items of jewellery and 
other collectables consider a hide 
away safe, they are portable, conceal-
able and available in many sizes (this 
product made from a poly carbonate 
material now produced by numerous 
security manufacturers) These units 
can be hidden within the super struc-
ture of a building. Most are fire 
proof, but check with the supplier 
before purchasing.  

� Report all suspicious activity around 
your home to the police. Record and 
retain the details of suspect vehicles 
parked in your neighbourhood. These 
details may become evidence if a 
crime is detected later. 

 
To conduct a security assessment of your 
premises, visit our web site. Click on the 
virtual tours button and select the Virtual 
House. 
http://www.neighbourhoodwatch.com.au/ 

Character istics of 
Burglary 

 

Some tips to mislead 
them (cont.) 

Child Safety Tips. 
 
The following safety tips are provided for 
your use and information:  
 

Avoid Choking 
Do not allow small children to run around 
or play while they are eating; it's too easy 
for them to choke. Never leave young 
children alone if they have food or drink. 
 
Medical Preparation 
Be ready for an emergency. Consider tak-
ing an accredited first-aid course, and 
buying a first-aid kit from an accredited 
organisation. 
 
Babies in Bed 
A baby does not need a pillow and never 
use hot water bottles or electric blankets. 
 
Mouth Sized Objects 
Keep small objects out of reach of chil-
dren, particularly small round or smooth 
objects such as buttons or beads. 

Child Safety Tips (cont.). 
 

Around The House: 
  
Cold and Hot Water 
When you are running a bath, turn on 
the cold tap first, then run hot water and 
then finish with cold water. Adjust the 
thermostat on your hot water system to a 
maximum 50°C.  
 
Walking and Playing Sur faces 
Replace loose or chipped paving stones, 
raised bricks on a patio or path to pre-
vent people tripping or falling over 
them. 
 
Cur tain and Blinds 
Check all curtains and blinds. Tie up any 
low cords to prevent children getting 
tangled or tripping over.  
 
Potential Death Traps 
Children can climb inside toy boxes and 
blanket boxes. Ensure that you use only 
lightweight boxes without locks or 
catches. Drill a few holes for ventilation, 
just in case.  
 
(Local Councils who provide resi-
dents with hard rubbish collection 
services, now demand that users of 
the service remove doors from re-
frigerators, washing machines, ov-
ens, cabinets etc to prevent the oc-
currence of this type of mishap). 
 
Supervise Children Around Animals 
Keep an eye on children when they are 
around pets.  Even a normally friendly 
dog can become aggressive if taunted or 
teased.  
 
Avoid Sharp Edges 
Cover the sharp edges of protruding cor-
ners on furniture and benches with cor-
ner guards or dense foam wedges to help 
prevent injuries. 


