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ATTACHMENT 1: PLANNING AND VEGETATION REMOVAL FOR 
FIRE MANAGEMENT IN THE ELZ  

  

 
PLANNING AND VEGETATION REMOVAL FOR FIRE 

MANAGEMENT 
 IN THE ENVIRONMENTAL LIVING ZONE  

 
LIVING IN THE ELZ 
 
The Environmental Living Zone (SUZ2-Environmental Living, in the Shire of Nillumbik) is 
an environmentally significant area. We residents can enjoy the benefits of this environment 
whilst protecting and nurturing it and minimising the impact of our occupation. The SUZ2 
planning controls have been established to achieve this unique concept of ÔResidential 
ConservationÓ 
 
Our area is also very fire prone. To ensure adequate preparation for a bushfire in the area, 
BICA believes it is essential that each resident has a well thought-out and documented Fire 
Management Plan (FMP), specific to the individual needs of the property and its occupants. 
Part of this FMP will be the management of the natural vegetation in the vicinity of the house, 
which will usually involve some vegetation removal to reduce fuel loads. This needs to be 
documented as a Fuel Reduction Plan (FRP). 
 
BICA has had discussions with the Nillumbik Shire Council (NSC) to determine a convenient 
method to enable fuel reduction around a dwelling whilst complying with the requirements of 
the Planning Scheme. 
 
PERMIT REQUIREMENTS FOR VEGETATION REMOVAL 
 
The Planning Scheme stipulates that ‘No native vegetation can legally be removed or 
destroyed by residents in the ELZ without a permit’. Exceptions to this are if the 
vegetation presents an immediate risk of personal injury or damage to property or if the 
removal is to enable compliance with a requirement/notice in writing by a public authority or 
municipal council acting under any Act.  
 
Our discussions with NSC have resulted in two options being available for residents wishing 
to carry-out fuel reduction around their dwelling. 
1. Apply to Nillumbik Shire Council (Ph No 94333343) to remove specific vegetation. NSC 
will require some documentation and will consider such applications, including a site 
inspection by a Planning Officer if necessary, at no cost to the resident. If appropriate, NSC 
will issue a permit for the specific removal on a one-off basis.  
 
2. If a Fuel Reduction Plan has been documented as part of the property Fire Management 
Plan, apply to NSC (Ph No 94333343) to implement the FRP. NSC will consider such 
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applications, including a site inspection by a Planning Officer if necessary, at no cost to the 
resident. If appropriate, NSC will issue a permit for the on-going implementation of the 
plan over the next 5 years. 
 
It is important that the plan is drawn to scale and that this is nominated. 
 
If trees are proposed to be removed they need to be clearly marked and described.  
 
NSC may determine that some compensatory re-vegetation is required, depending on the 
particular site circumstances and the extent of vegetation removal proposed. 
 
While the permit has a life of 5 years, any significant removal of trees would be undertaken in 
the first year. After that the permit would cover the management aspects of minor tree 
pruning, the trimming/thinning processes of shrubs and ground fuel reduction. 
 
Attached is a 2 sheet form to facilitate the documentation of a FRP for submission to NSC for 
a permit. A sample of a completed form is also attached as an example of the standard of 
documentation envisaged. 
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HOW MUCH VEGETATION TO REDUCE 
 
The level of fuel reduction outlined in the attached sample is not to be taken as a 
recommended standard for fire safety for any particular site 
 
The level of fuel reduction in the ELZ is a balance between minimising the risk from wildfire 
and minimising the degradation of the natural environment. 
 
Residents should make their own assessment of the level of fuel reduction that they consider 
appropriate for their particular circumstances. Advice on appropriate measures to make your 
home defendable in a fire is available from - 

¥ the CFA,  
¥ your Fireguard Group,  
¥ NSC and  
¥ current literature.  
 

Due consideration should be given to items of special environmental importance such as  
¥ rare plant species and an appropriate buffer area should not be disturbed if possible.  
¥ habitat trees etc. Options for trimming habitat trees but retaining the section with 

hollows should be considered where possible, as an alternative to complete removal.  
¥ minimization of soil disturbance when reducing ground fuel by using Ôlight-rakingÕ 

techniques or patch burning after perimeter raking. 
¥ When vegetation is removed the chances of weed infestation are increased due to 

increases in ground moisture and exposure to sunlight. Awareness of this and a 
follow-up monitoring program are important. Staged removal techniques may be 
appropriate to reduce this effect in some circumstances. If areas for vegetation 
removal or thinning have an existing weed problem, it is best to eliminate the weed 
problem prior to removing the vegetation. 

 
Vegetation should be retained, wherever it is practical to do so, consistent with achieving an 
appropriate level of fire safety. Broad scale tree removal does not always achieve a significant 
reduction in fire risk. 
 
Maintenance of the fuel reduced area can be staged so that each year only a portion of the area 
is worked on. This reduces the workload to a practical level and also lessens the overall 
impact on the area by only causing disturbance once every few years. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
BICA recommends that each resident prepares a well documented FMP and as part of this a 
FRP specific to their property and needs, modifying definitions and distances shown in the 
sample attached as they consider appropriate. An on-going permit can then be obtained. 
 
This recommendation is fully supported by the local CFA 
 
ASSISTANCE 
 
BICA or the local CFA can assist residents in various aspects of the development of a FRP.  
Please contact BICA or the local CFA if you need assistance. 
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FUEL REDUCTION PLAN       
 SHEET 1 of 2 
 
For ÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉ. . 
 
At ÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉ. . 
 
Ph........................................................... 
 
NOTE: Refer to Sheet 2 for definition of terms 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SITE PLAN   SCALE 1:____ 
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FUEL REDUCTION PLAN       
 SHEET 2 of 2 
 
For ÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉ. . 
 
At ÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉ. . 
 
Ph........................................................... 
 
DEFINITION OF TERMS 
 
Emergency Access  

Access to dwellings will be maintained to allow emergency vehicle access. Vegetation 
along driveways will be cleared up to a width of 4 metres and a height of 4 metres.  
A turn-around, near the dwelling, will be provided if the driveway is longer than 100 
metres. Passing bays will be provided at a maximum interval of 200 metres 
 

Ground Fuel Reduction 
For an area within 20 metres around the dwelling, plus for downward slopes, this 
distance being doubled for each 10¼ of downward slope from the dwelling, grasses, 
bracken, dead or fallen materials such as leaves, bark, twigs and branches will be 
maintained to the standards listed in the following table: 
 

Grass and Leaf 
Litter 

Native grasses will be maintained, but where dense, these will be 
thinned by patch burning or removal of dead material by raking. 
Leaf litter will be reduced to an average of less than 15mm deep 
 

Dead and Fallen  
Timber 

Any items less than 100mm diameter may be removed 

Note Flammable Features such as wood heaps, etc. which add significant 
fuel load, should not be present within this area during the fire 
danger period 

 
Tree Reduction around the Dwelling 

For a 3 metre distance, measured from the eaves line of the dwelling, remove or lop 
branches of trees, including dead trees, overhanging the dwelling. If the trunk is within 
this 3 metre distance, the whole tree may be removed. 
 

Shrub Reduction around the Dwelling 
For a 10 metre distance, measured from the eaves line of the dwelling, shrubs and 
other vegetation may also be reduced to be sparse with very little dead material. 
 

Note:  These definitions and in particular the distances shown in bold italics should be 
assessed and  modified to suit the property owners requirements as appropriate.  
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    SAMPLE 
 
FUEL REDUCTION PLAN       
 SHEET 2 of 2 
 
For ÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉ. . 
 
At ÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉ. . 
 
Ph........................................................... 
 
DEFINITION OF TERMS 
 
Emergency Access  

Access to dwellings will be maintained to allow emergency vehicle access. Vegetation 
along driveways will be cleared up to a width of 4 metres and a height of 4 metres.  
A turn-around, near the dwelling, will be provided if the driveway is longer than 100 
metres. Passing bays will be provided at a maximum interval of 200 metres 
 

Ground Fuel Reduction 
For an area within 20 metres around the dwelling, plus for downward slopes, this 
distance being doubled for each 10¼ of downward slope from the dwelling, grasses, 
bracken, dead or fallen materials such as leaves, bark, twigs and branches will be 
maintained to the standards listed in the following table: 
 

Grass and Leaf 
Litter 

Native grasses will be maintained, but where dense, these will be 
thinned by patch burning or removal of dead material by raking. 
Leaf litter will be reduced to an average of less than 15mm deep 
 

Dead and Fallen  
Timber 

Any items less than 100mm diameter may be removed 

Note Flammable Features such as wood heaps, etc. which add significant 
fuel load, should not be present within this area during the fire 
danger period 

 
Tree Reduction around the Dwelling 

For a 3 metre distance, measured from the eaves line of the dwelling, remove or lop 
branches of trees, including dead trees, overhanging the dwelling. If the trunk is within 
this 3 metre distance, the whole tree may be removed. 
 

Shrub Reduction around the Dwelling 
For a 10 metre distance, measured from the eaves line of the dwelling, shrubs and 
other vegetation may also be reduced to be sparse with very little dead material. 
 

Note:  These definitions and in particular the distances shown in bold italics should be 
assessed and  modified to suit the property owners requirements as appropriate.  

 
 
 
 


