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Balwyn Historical       

             Society Newsletter 
October 2015 

 

Meetings  
 

Thursday 8 October 2015 ï 8 pm.- Annual General Meeting 
 

The Presidentôs annual report was in the last newsletter.  The agenda, financial report and 

nomination forms for the election of office bearers and committee members accompany this 

newsletter. 
 

Speaker: Graham OôRourke 
 

Topic: George Coppin: Father of Australian Theatre 

 

Graham OôRourke will talk about George Coppin the world famous Melbourne theatrical 

entrepreneur. 

___________________________________________________ 

 

Thursday 12 November 2015 ï 8pm 
 

Speaker: Rob Killeen 
  

Topic: Melbourneôs Forgotten Railway: The Outer Circle 

Railway 

 

Rob Killeen will speak about the making of the recent documentary on the Outer Circle 

Railway. Copies of this documentary film will be available for purchase. Cost- $58.80  
____________________________________________________________ 

 

Christmas Function - Lunch at Colomboôs Restaurant 
 

Tuesday 1 December 
 

Details and booking form inside 
 

Al l meetings are held at the Balwyn Evergreen Centre 

45 Talbot Avenue, Balwyn 
 

Email: balwynhistory@gmail.com website: www.vicnet.net.au/~balwynhs 

http://www.vicnet.net.au/~balwynhs
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Recent Speaker Myra Dowling  
 

Myra Dowling spoke with great enthusiasm 

about the development of local history 

collections and the resources available for 

researching local and family history in 

Boroondara.  Besides the librariesô book and 

photo collections, the collection also contains 

map and estate plans, council rate books and 

newspaper on microfiche as well as other 

ephemera. 

 

Beginning with some photos of her own 

family connection with the Paton family and 

Boroondara Myra showed us a wonderful 

collections of photos relating to the 

Balwyn/North Balwyn area chosen from the 

extensive Boroondara collection.  These 

included photos of local institutions such as 

schools and public buildings, houses, parks, 

play grounds, shopping centres and street 

views.  All of these photos can be viewed on 

the Boroondara Librariesô website. 

 

Myra included among the photos some 

current photos which allowed us to see ñthen 

and nowò views of various building and street 

views.   

 

Myra also brought with her a number of sub-

divisions plans and books which were eagerly 

looked at by many members after her talk. 

 

Vale Neil Swansson 
 

We were greatly saddened to hear of the death of Neil Swansson.   Neil had been a BHS committee 

member almost since the societyôs inception.  Neil set up and maintained our website as well as 

looking after our office computer system.  His advice and technical expertise were highly valued.  

Neil had an illustrious career as an engineer, working with the Department of Defence for 36 years 

before retiring from his position as Principal Research Scientist at the Aeronautical Research 

Laboratories. We will remember Neil for his patience, his quiet dignity, his kind smile and sense of 

humour.  We extend our sympathy to Marilyn Poole, Neilôs partner of 20 years, and to his family. 

 

 

 

History Week ï 18 ï 25 October 
History Week will be celebrated throughout Victoria with a wide variety of events.   A list of these 

events can be found at www.historyweek.org.au 

 

As part of History Week, Balwyn Historical Society will have a display of popular reading material 

from the 1920s, 30s and 40s at the Balwyn Library. 

 

 

 

Balwyn Historical Society - Contact details 
 

Balwyn Historical Society is a program of the Balwyn Evergreen Centre.  Phone ï 9836 9681  

 

President Bill Pritchard 9857 8001 

Secretary         Pat OôDwyer 9836-3652 

Treasurer/ Barbara Russell 

Membership Judith Cleary 

Speakers/ Robin Kelly 9836 6589 

Publicity  

Archivist  Pam Herrington 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter Pat OôDwyer 9836-3652 

Non-Committee Assistants 

Resources/ Lynette Woolley, DeidreWoolley 

Newsletter mailout   Heather Alford

http://www.historyweek.org.au/
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Christmas Carnival at Larino ï 20 November 1915 
 

The Christmas carnival at Larino, Deepdene, home of Mr. & Mrs. William Bates was widely reported 

in the press.  It raised the very large sum of 540 pounds which was distributed equally between the 

Wounded Soldiersô Fund and the Neglected Childrenôs Aid Society.  Larino was situated on the 

eastern corner of what is now Maleela Avenue & Whitehorse Road.  Transport to the fair was provided 

by a line of cabs which ferried patrons from the Deepdene tram terminus to the house. 

 

His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor, Sir John Madden, opened the carnival.  A wide array of stalls 

was set out beneath the gardenôs oaks and beech trees.  Refreshment tents catered for adults and 

children and amusements included a merrie-go-round and side show stalls.  One of the side shows was 

particularly popular with small boys.  For 3 pence each they were able to have 4 shots at a dummy 

representing the Kaiser. 

 

During the evening the gardens were illuminated with coloured lights.  The planned open air concert 

was interrupted by rain but fortunately most items were able to proceed in the refreshment marquee. 

 

The following photographs are courtesy of Mr. Bill Mackie, grandson of William & Kathleen Bates 

(nee Reid) and great grandson of Robert Read of Belmont. 

 

 
 

Mr William Bates welcomes visitors and introduces Sir John Madden, Lieutenant-Governor of 

Victoria who will open the fete.  Mrs. Kate Bates is standing next to Sir John.  The 1
st
 Balwyn Scouts 

with scout leader Athol Bedford provided a guard of honour for Sir John Madden. 


