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Information Sheet for Participants
Research Project: Help-seeking by parents of children with Autistic Spectrum Disorders (ASD) 
Persons Responsible: Dr Dianne Shanley & Alira Capararo 
We wish to invite you to participate in our research on the above topic. This study is being undertaken by Alira Capararo, a current Master of Psychology (Clinical) candidate at the University of New England, and will be completed by the end of 2009. You have received this Information Sheet because you are currently on the emailing list of the Coffs Coast Autism Association. We are seeking the cooperation of parents of children with Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD).
The purpose of this study is to investigate the use of services over a 1 year period by families of children with ASD. Participation in this research will take approximately 20-40 minutes of your time, depending on the variety of services you have used in the past year. 
Participation will involve you providing non-identifying demographic information and listing the services you have used in the past year for your child with ASD. You will then be asked a number of questions about each service you have identified.

If you are willing to assist us by participating in this research please complete the attached questionnaires and return to Alira Capararo (acaparar@une.edu.au).

Your participation is voluntary and you can withdraw from the study at any time. To maintain your anonymity, you are asked not to provide your name or any other identifying information about yourself on the survey. Completion of the survey will be taken as your consent to participate in the study.
Attached questionnaires can be returned by email, by dropping them off at the Coffs Coast Autism Association, or by requesting a postage paid envelope to return them via the post from your Coffs Coast Autism Association.
If you have any questions regarding the procedures used in this research you can contact either Alira Capararo (acaparar@une.edu.au) or Dianne Shanley (dshanley@une.edu.au)

This project has been approved by the Human Research Ethics Committee of the University of New England (Approval No.: HE09/144 Valid to 24/08/2010)

Should you have any complaints concerning the manner in which this research is conducted, please contact the Research Ethics Officer at the following address:

Research Services

University of New England

Armidale, NSW 2351.

Telephone: (02) 6773 3449 Facsimile (02) 6773 3543

Email:  ethics@une.edu.au
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