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New Australian literary/artistic award 
planned for world science fiction 
convention in Melbourne in 2010  

The Norma K Hemming 
Award encourages positive 

images of  racial, sexual and 
gender diversity in 

Australian speculative 
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PO Box 215 Forest Hill 

Victoria 3131 Australia 
asffsecretary@optusnet.com.au         

+ 61 3 9534 0163  

 Inaugural award 2010 

Norma Hemming with two 
young Arcturian players 

for race, gender, class and sexuality in speculative fiction  

Norma Kathleen Hemming 
(1927–1960) was a British 
author who migrated to 

Australia in 1949 and wrote for 
local pulp magazine Thrills 

Incorporated and enthusiastically 
participated in the Australian fan 

scene. She was a founding 
member of the femme fan 

group Vertical Horizons, and 
wrote and acted for the SF 

theatrical group The Arcturian 
Players. Norma returned to 

international publishing in the 
late 1950s with stories in Nebula 
SF and New Worlds, but died at 
the age of 33 of lung cancer on 

4 July 1960. 

The award will not necessarily be given 
annually, and a selection will only be made 
if there is a work that meets an appropriate 
standard of excellence. 

Dr Toby Burrows (Scholars Centre, University 
of Western Australia) is putting together an 
edition of Norma Hemming’s collected 
writings, planned for publication next year. 

Melbourne science fiction fans, assisted by 
Perth-based director and actor Grant 
Watson, are hoping to stage a performance 
of Norma Hemming’s play The Matriarchs of 
Renok, which premiered at the 6th 
Australian national science fiction 
convention in Richmond Town Hall, 
Melbourne, in April 1958. 

Both these events are planned to celebrate 
the award’s inauguration in conjunction 
with the world convention. 

Further information on Norma K Hemming 
and her work follows. 

The Norma K Hemming Award marks excellence in the 
exploration of themes of race, gender, class and sexuality: 
• in the form of science fiction and fantasy or related 

artwork or media 
• produced either in Australia or by Australian citizens 
• first published, released or presented in the calendar year 

preceding the year in which the award is given. 

The Australian Science Fiction Foundation (ASFF) will launch 
this major new award at Aussiecon 4, the 68th World Science 
Fiction Convention, being held in Melbourne on 2–6 September 
2010. Jurors for selection of the first recipient will be writer/
editor Russell Blackford, editor/publisher Rob Gerrand, authors 
Kim Wilkins and Tess Williams and editor Sarah Endacott.  



Norma K Hemming — a bibliography 

courtesy of University of WA librarian, David Medlen 
 

In one short decade Norma Hemming wrote nineteen stories, four radio plays and five stage plays: 
 

‘Loser Take All’ Science Fantasy Winter 1951–52 vol. 1 no. 3 
‘Death Ray for Roma’ Thrills Incorporated October 1951 no. 16 
‘Amazons of the Asteroids’ Thrills Incorporated November 1951 no. 17 * 
‘Return of the Roc-Men’ Thrills Incorporated January 1952 no. 18 
‘Lifeline on Luna’ Thrills Incorporated February 1952 no. 19 
‘Last of the Rocketeers’ Thrills Incorporated March 1952 no. 20 
‘Vengeance of Artilla’ Thrills Incorporated April 1952 no. 21 
‘The Terror of Terra — A Short Story’ Vertical Horizons April 1952 no. 1 
‘Peril of the Sea Planet’ Thrills Incorporated May 1952 no. 22 * 
‘Rocketeers at Bay’ Thrills Incorporated June 1952 no. 23 * 
‘Starchild’ Forerunner Spring 1952 no. 1 
‘You Can’t Stop a Spaceman’ Action Monthly Magazine 1953 no. 12 
‘Fancy Dress’ The Daily Mirror 19 February 1953 
‘Symbiosis’ Popular Science Fiction March 1954 no. 3 
‘Clearing Station’ Fantast Sidetrack April/May 1954 — supplement to UK fanzine Operation 
Fantast 
‘As We Were’ Future Science Fiction November 1954 vol. 1 no. 5 
‘Dwellers in Silence’ New Worlds August 1958 no. 51 
‘Debt of Lassor’ Nebula SF August 1958 
‘Call them Earthmen’ Science Fiction Adventures 1959 vol. 2 no. 10 

 
Audio plays: 

Space Lure, Trouble with a Time Machine, Witches of Arcturus 4 and an untitled comedy sketch set 
in prehistoric times. The material is undated. The plays were almost certainly read by the ama-
teur science fiction play group, The Arcturian Players. 

 
Stage plays: 

That’s the Way It Goes (Syncon 1964 — lost), Miss Denton’s Dilemma (Syncon 1955 — lost), The 
Balance of Power (Melbourne Convention 1956), The Carson Effect (1956–7 — lost), The Matriar-
chy of Renok (Melbourne Convention 1958). 

 
These sources contain more information about Norma Hemming and her life and times: 

Prophet and Pioneer: The Science Fiction of Norma Hemming, by Sean McMullen & Russell Black-
ford, in Fantasy Annual #2, edited by Philip Harbottle and Sean Wallace (1998) 
The MUP Encyclopaedia of Australian Science Fiction and Fantasy, edited by Paul Collins, docu-
menting the Australian genre scene from the 50s (1998) 
Strange Constellations: A History of Australian Science Fiction by Russell Blackford, Van Ikin and 
Sean McMullen (1999) 
The Best Australian Science Fiction Writing: A Fifty Year Collection, edited by Rob Gerrand, Black 
Inc (2004) 
Hemming Bibliography, by WA academic librarian David Medlen (2008 — above) 
‘I Wasn’t Expecting That!’ The Career of Norma Hemming, by David Medlen, in Science Fiction: A 
Review of Speculative Fiction #45 Volume 71 Number 1, 2008. 
Address to the members of Swancon 2009 regional SF convention in Perth at Easter 2009, by 
David Medlen, printed in the program book for MSFC minicon on April 18, 2009. 

 

Authorised in Melbourne by ASFF awards administrator Bill Wright for general release May 2009. Please request 
images of magazine covers of asterisked items ( * ) through bilw@iprimus.com.au. 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


