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The Surf Coast Family History Group         

c/o P. O. Box 98 Anglesea 3230 

The Society is housed in the Anglesea Historical Society Museum  

McMillan Street Anglesea 3230 

Library and Research Facilities 
 

Tuesday 10.30am - 1.00pm 

Wednesday by appointment 

Saturday 10.30am - 1.00pm 

 

Meetings held on 
 

The 2nd Thursday of the month 

commencing at 10am at the 

Historical Society Museum 

McMillan Street Anglesea 3230 

 

 

Visitors Welcome    

 

enquiries:  

 

Norma Morrison Phone 52616239 

Pat Hughes Phone 52896686    

Forthcoming Meetings: 

December Meeting 
“10 year search for Grandfather” 

John Morrison 

& 
“Christmas Breakup” 

Bring a plate 

 

February Meeting 

To be announced 

 

March 2012 Meeting 
“Breaking Down Those Walls" 

Jenny Carter 

 

We are aiming to have guest speakers  

to talk on Australian 

Irish, Scottish, Welsh and Cornish,  

& 

European research 

next year  

 

Please submit topics of interest 
 

 The New Committee Members 2011-2012 

Chairperson 

Secretary needed 

Treasurer 

Librarian 

Committee Member 

Committee Member 

Committee Member 

Committee Member 

Newsletter Editor/ Vice Chairperson 

 

Norma Morrison leslie.morrison@bigpond.com 
Volunteer needed 
Thelma Western  thelwestern@gmail.com 

Rose Johnson: justrose3226@hotmail.com  

Chris Guerow chrisguerow@gmail.com 

Kathy Feather: etame@ozemail.com.au 

Harry Davies: bevharry@netspace.net.au 

Peter Matthews: Matthews@melbpc.org.au 

Pat Hughes pathugs@bigpond.com 
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DAVID BREWSTER 1847-1890 
 
On 4th September 2011, his descendants unveiled a brass 
plaque, in memory of David Brewster. It is attached to the  
Seafarers Wall overlooking Portland Harbor, on the cliff  
above where he lost his life.   
It was a hot January Day in 1890. David Brewster was a  
watchmaker and jeweller in Portland Victoria.  
However business was slow.  
Portland was the main port of Victoria’s western district.  
The wharf was busy shipping out wool and other things  
from the rapidly developing western district of the state.  
However things were not a prosperous as hoped.  
A drought had reduced farm produce and 1890’s depression 
was beginning. 
 
 
 
David took any opportunity he could to earn extra money, so when construction on the new 
pier began David declared himself a labourer and was given basic training as a diver.  
Divers of the day had very complicated diving suits in which they were bolted into and a hel-
met attached to the suit. Air was pumped down to them. A series of signals on a rope was 
the only communication the diver had with the person operating the pump. 
David was part of a small team that worked together. Charlie Plumber, his long-term friend 
and David Wilson, his cousin, made up the team. They took it in turns to dive, to pump and 
to guide the pylons they were putting in place for the new pier.  One of the pylons had rolled 
off the pier into the water. The trio decided they would retrieve it. With David bolted into the 
diving suit and Charlie on the air pump, the diver descended.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What happened next is unclear from the inquest, but David died from lack of oxygen. There 
appears that Charlie received no signal from the diver. Charlie committed suicide ten days 
later, seemingly unable to live with the blame cast on him by himself and others.  
David left a wife Annie and seven children, Maggie (20), Sissie (19), Bessie (16), David 
(14), Annie (12), Sadie (5), and Clara (3). With no widow’s pension in those days and the 
country in the beginning of a depression, Annie was left in a difficult situation. The town or-
ganized a ‘Brewster Fund’ to raise money to assist Annie, who turned her Henty Street 
home into a boarding house. Her daughters assisted her in running the boarding house, 
which had mainly young single men as boarders.  It is not surprising that some of Annie’s 
six daughters married boarders. 
 



 

 

 

 

Christmas is the season  

of Joy & Goodwill 

&  

Our Xmas Raffle 

from your generous donations 

and help 

we are able to fund  

vital records 

and equipment  

 

 
 

 

 

Thank you all for your support 

 

"Don't forget you can find  

the latest  

about our upcoming  

meetings on our web page." 
 

The Anglesea & District 

Historical Society Inc. 

 

home.vicnet.net.au/~angen/  

 

Cont….. 
 
Although the Brewster family were members of the Presbyterian faith, the Rev. J. Cooper, 
the Baptist minister, conducted David’s funeral. David was interned at the Portland South 
cemetery. He was 43 years old. 
Andrew Keiller, a ten-year-old boy at the time, was fishing from the partly completed pier. 
 He observed every move and when interviewed 90 years later in 1980, aged 100; he said 
he remembered the day clearly.  
He was also on the pier when they pulled Charlie Plumber’s body from the sea ten days  
later. Andrew Keilor lived to the age of 105. He said the day was hot and the men had been 
drinking before David entered the water. There is no mention of this in the inquest, which 
exonerates everyone concerned. 
 

 

 

    
 

 

 

The pier at Portland where David Brewster drowned. 



 

 

 

Certificates can only be  

bought after June 1837,that is when  

Civil Registration was introduced. 

Before that you will have to find the  

Church Registrars. 
 

Census in the UK are every 10 years, starting from 

1841 Sunday   6 June 

1851 Sunday 30 March 

1861 Sunday 7th April 

1871 Sunday 2nd April 

1881 Sunday 3rd April 

1891 Sunday 5th April 

1901 Sunday 31 March 

1911 Friday    2 April 1911 

They are only released to the public and 

online after every 100 years, for privacy reasons. 

 

Perpetual Calendar for checking those old Dates. 

http://perpetualcalender.com/ 

 

If you can't find an Ancestor on a certain Census,  

then the Ancestor could 

well have been born after the census was taken. 

 

Ancestral Pedigree Chart, Start with yourself and  

work Backwards. (Download) 

http://genealogy.about.com/library/free_charts/

bl_pedigree.htm 

 

 

 

Scotland. 

www.nas.gov.uk  
http://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/ 

http://www.nls.uk/family-history/directories/post-

office/  

 

 

Commonwealth War Graves Commission. 
(Deaths and Debt of Honour Register) 

http://www.cwgc.org/ 

 

CyndisList. 
http://www.cyndislist.com/decade.htm 

 

Place Names. 
http://www.englishplacenames.co.uk/ 

 

Online Newspapers. 
http://www.onlinenewspapers.com:80/ 

 

Surname Searcher. 
http://www.kuijsten.de/navigator/uk/ 

 

UK Births, Marriages and Deaths. 
http://www.ukbmd.org.uk/ 

(Including all Counties, Scotland, Ireland,  

Isle of Man and Wales) 

http://freebmd.rootsweb.com/ 

 

English Counties and Parishes. 
http://www.jimella.nildram.co.uk/counties.htm 

http://www.knowledgerush.com/kr/encyclopedia/

List_of_English_counties_by_population/ 

 

Lancashire 

http://www.ukbmd.org.uk/index.php  

Lancashire Look Up Exchange: http://

aztecrose.tripod.com/LookupExchange.htm 

 

Cheshire. 
http://www.fhsc.org.uk:80/ 

http://www.ukbmd.org.uk/index.php 

http://www.ukbmd.org.uk/genuki/chs/ 

http://freebmd.rootsweb.com/ 

http://brideindex.info/ 

 

Cheshire Look Up Exchange: 
http://mysite.orange.co.uk/cheshirelookup 

 

Web Sites. 
 

Latter Day Saints (The Mormons) (Free Software) 

http://www.familysearch.org/Eng/Search/

frameset_search.asp 

http://rmhh.org.uk/ 

http://sites.google.com/site/

soldierssailersandstrangers/ 

 

The National Archives. 

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/?source=home 

 

RootsWeb. 
Join a RootsWeb Mailing list. 

http://www.rootsweb.com/ 

 

Genuki,(UK and Ireland Genealogy) 

http://www.genuki.org.uk/ 

http://www.genuki.org.uk/big/eng/LAN/ 

 

GRO website for purchasing certificates. 
http://www.gro.gov.uk/gro/content/certificates/ 

Helpful Information, when doing research 



 

 

 

 

Cont.…… 

Online Parish Clerks. 

(Lancashire) 
http://www.lan-opc.org.uk/ 

 

Cheshire Parish Register Project. 
http://www.csc.liv.ac.uk/~cprdb/Live/v3.3/menu.html 

 

Non-conformist registers can be found here 

http://www.bmdregisters.co.uk/ 

 

An invaluable source for anyone with  

Merseyside interests :- 
http://www.liverpool-genealogy.org.uk/phpBB2/

viewtopic.php?t=734 

 

Australia. 
http://www.coraweb.com.au/ 

http://www.historyaustralia.org.au/ifhaa/ 

http://www.angelfire.com/ns/aust/ 

http://www.naa.gov.au/ 

http://www.prov.vic.gov.au  

http://www.records.nsw.gov.au  

http://www.archives.sa.gov.au  

http://www.sro.wa.gov.au  

http://www.archives.qld.gov.au  

 

SOME OTHER COUNTRIES. 

http://www.wayp.com/eng/southpas3.shtml 

 

Canada. 
http://automatedgenealogy.com/index.html 

http://www.collectionscanada.ca/archivianet/

passenger/001045-100.01-e.php 

http://bcdlib.tc.ca/links-subjects-newspapers.html 

 

Germany. 
http://genealogy.about.com/od/germany/

German_Genealogy_Family_History.htm 

http://www.cyndislist.com/decade.htm 

 

America. 
http://www.bigyellow.com/ 

http://www.cyndislist.com/ 

http://www.ellisisland.org/ 

 

Pay Sites: UK 

For current relatives, phone numbers, addresses,  

electoral rolls, it is good. 

Some of it is free some of it is pay per view but  

increasing in it's content all the time, Just added  

satellite maps etc. 

http://www.192.com:80/ 

New from Ancestry.com 
DNA Testing  

 

DNA tests can help you find genetic  

cousins and expand your family tree. 

 

What Do I Get With a Test? 

Paternal and Maternal DNA Lineage tests 

provide you with your ancient  

ancestry (haplogroup) and your own  

collection of genetic markers which can be 

used to connect with genetic cousins.  

Share and collaborate with others using 

Ancestry.com's family trees and DNA 

groups 

 

Test that are available 

Paternal Lineage DNA Test 

Maternal Lineage DNA Test 

Paternal & Maternal Lineage DNA Test 

Want to know more? 

Go to WWW. Ancestry.com 

  

Christmas Raffle Tickets  

 
5 tickets enclosed $2.00 each 

If you could sell to your  

friends and family Please 

It all helps to support our group 

 

Money raised goes to Fund 

Equipment and Records 

Your input is always appreciated 

 

For more tickets, Unsold tickets 

 or Monies 

See 

Thelma Western 

On 

Ph.: 52 632865 

Or can be dropped off at the house 


